
At the Climate Summit, India Makes the Case for a Sunday

Bike Ride

CHENNAI – 16 Nov, 2026 Most of the talk at a United Nations climate summit is about energy, finance and
technology. On Saturday afternoon, at the International Solar Alliance Pavilion at COP31, India’s Fit India Movement
made a smaller argument: that the climate fight is also won on ordinary streets, one weekend ride at a time.

“A city can build a bicycle lane, but only if its citizens choose to ride on it,” Mayank Srivastava, deputy director
general of the Sports Authority of India, told the audience. “Infrastructure alone does not change how people live.”
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