
From Risk to Respect

CHENNAI – 13 Nov, 2026 The journey of the sanitation worker from Puducherry, Muthuvel (name changed)
highlights how NAMASTE Scheme has contributed to improved workplace safety, livelihood security and social
recognition.

Through initiatives such as NAMASTE, the Government of India continues to reaffirm its commitment to protecting,
respecting and empowering sanitation workers who play an indispensable role in maintaining public health and
cleanliness across the country.

The National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) Scheme of the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment, Government of India, continues to strengthen occupational safety, dignity and livelihood opportunities for
sanitation workers across the country.

Demonstrating the positive impact of the Scheme, Muthuvel, a 58-year-old sanitation worker from Oulgaret
Municipality, Puducherry, has experienced significant improvements in his working conditions, health and financial
stability following the provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and occupational safety orientation under the
initiative.
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