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673 TRAINEES GET JOBS. CM VIJAY INAUGURATES
MODERN ELECTRICAL LAB AT GUINDY ITI

B W Bl VUENIWTF WV

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: As part of efforts
to strengthen voca
tional education and
technical training
across Tamil Nadu,
Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay on
Wednesday handed
over appointment
orders to 673 newly
recruited Junior
Training Officers
(JTOs) and inaugu
rated skill training
laboratories at the
Government Industrial
Training Institute (ITI)

in Guindy.

The newly
appointed officers will
be posted at Govern
ment ITIs across the
State to provide

technical and voca

tional training to

students.

At the ecvent, a
Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU)

was exchanged in the

presence of the Chief
Minister for setting up
modern electrical labo
ratories at Government
ITI campuses at a cost
of Rs.12.6 crore, with
from

support

Schneider Electric.

Vijay also presented
appreciation certifi
cates to students who
secured national-level
first ranks in the All

India Trade Tests.

He later inspected
projects and exhibits
displayed at the newly
inaugurated labora
tories, interacted with
students and appre

ciated their technical

skills. He also posed

for a group photograph
with them.

Addressing the
gathering, Vijay said
equipping youngsters
with industry-relevant
skills was essential to
improving their
employment prospects.
He reiterated the
Government's commit
ment to strengthening
vocational training and
encouraging students

to excel in technical

education.

Labour and Skill
Development Minister
J. A. Mohamed Parvez,
senior Government
officials, ITI authori
ties and students
participated in the

programme.

After the function,
the Chief Minister
walked out of the ITI
campus and interacted
with members of the
public who had

gathered outside.

MADURAI BROTHERS WHO ESCAPED FROM THENI PRISON
ALL 17 ESCAPED INMATES NOW IN CUSTODY

k|

SURRENDER;

Chennai, 29 Oct

2026: Of the 17
prisoners who escaped
from the Theni District
Prison, the remaining
two have surrendered
at the Gudalur police

station.

Police, who

monitored the area

using drones, appre
hended two more
prisoners who were
hiding in the hilly
terrain of Amaichiya
puram. With 13
prisoners already
captured by yesterday,

the police have now

taken two additional
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individuals into
custody. Initially, four
of'the 17 escapees were
caught; subsequently,
nine more were
apprehended yester

day, and now, two more

have been captured.

As the escaped
prisoners were hiding
in the nearby hills and
forests, more than 17
specialized police
teams were formed to
track them down,
conducting an inten
sive search operation
with the aid of drones.
Following the capture
of 13 prisoners
yesterday, two more

have been taken into

custody today.

Those recently
apprehended include
Pon. Muthuselvan
from Madurai and
Rejin from Kanya
kumari district. A total
of 15 escapees had
been caught previ
ously, and the remain
ing two surrendered at
the Gudalur police
station. With the
surrender of the
brothers Thirupathi
and Meenakshi
sundaram—both from
Madurai—at the police
station, all 17 prisoners
who had escaped from

the jail have now been

captured.

LOK SABHA SPEAKER EMPHASISES THE NEED FOR MUTUAL
RESPECT EVEN AMID DIFFERENCES OF OPINION INA DEMOCRACY

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: Lok Sabha
Speaker Shri Om Birla
today emphasised that
differences of opinion
and perspective are
natural in a democracy,
but disagreements
must always be
expressed with mutual
respect and dignity. He
observed that Sant
Kabir's teachings under
score the importance of
restraint in speech,
ethical conduct and
respect for others, even

when opinions differ.

Addressing the Sant
Kabir Mahotsav and
the foundation stone-
laying ceremony of the
Kabir Smriti Bhawan
at Kabirdham Ashram
in Lakhimpur Kheri,
Uttar Pradesh, Shri
Birla said that Sant

Kabir's timeless

message of compas
sion, equality and
social harmony
continues to guide
society even after six

centuries.

He observed that
wider dissemi nation of
Sant Kabir's teachings
would foster sensiti
vity, mutual under
standing and social

harmony.

Recalling Sant
Kabir's remarkable
contribution to social
reforms, Shri Birla said
that, at a time when
society was divided by
caste distinctions,
religious differences
and social prejudices,
Sant Kabir challenged
prevailing orthodoxies
and worked to break
down divisive barriers.
Through his simple yet

profound couplets,

in the

composed
language of the
common people, he
conveyed universal
messages of truth,
morality, equality and
righteous conduct. Shri
Birla observed that the
enduring relevance of
these teachings
demonstrates their
extraordinary power to
inspire positive social
transformation across

generations.

Shri Birla further
observed that an
individual's true legacy
is determined not by
their position or status,

but by their actions and

contributions to
society. Referring to
Sant Kabir's simple life
and enduring influ
ence, he said that his
noble deeds, selfless
service and a commit
ment to the welfare of
others leave a lasting

impression on society.

Shri Birla called
upon everyone to draw
inspiration from Sant
Kabir's teachings,
practise restraint in
speech, cultivate the
habit of self-reflection
and work towards
bringing about positive
change in the lives of

others.

VICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA AND CHAIRMAN, RAJYA SABHA, C. P. RADHAKRISHNAN MEETS
DELEGATION OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS (AFET)

Chennai, 29 Oct

2026: The Vice-
President and Chair
man, Rajya Sabha, Shri
C. P. Radhakrishnan
today met a delegation
from the European
Parliament’s Commit
tee on Foreign Affairs
(AFET) led by H.E.
Mr. David McAllister
at Parliament House,
New Delhi. He said
that India-EU relations
have witnessed
remarkable progress in
recent years across a
range of sectors and
thanked the leadership
of both India and EU

for taking it forward.

Emphasizing the
shared foundation of
the relationship, Shri
Radhakrishnan noted
that as the two largest
democracies and open

market economies,

with diverse and
pluralistic societies,
India and the European
Union share a common
interest in shaping a
resilient multipolar
global order. He high
lighted that institu
tional linkages esta
blished since the visit
of the College of
Commissioners in
2025, led by H.E.
President Ursula von
der Leyen with a
whole-of-government
approach, have yielded

fruitful results.

Recalling high-
level engagements, the
Chairman mentioned
that the President of the
European Council and
the President of the
European Commission
attended as Guests of
Honour during the

Republic Day cele

Their state

brations.
visit for the 16th India-
EU Summit provided
tremendous momen

tum to the partnership.

Focusing on trade
and investment, Shri
Radhakrishnan high
lighted that India and
the European Union
together represent a
combined market of
around USD 25 trillion
and nearly two billion
people. Terming the the
proposed Free Trade
Agreement as ‘Mother
of all deals’, the
Chairman expressed

hope that it would be

signed this year and

sought the requisite
support of the
European Parliament

in its fruition.

Addressing coopera
tion in technology,
research, and innova
tion, Shri C. P. Radha
krishnan appreciated
the significant role
played by the India-EU
Trade and Technology
Council (TTC) in high-
level strategic coordi
nation. He also
expressed satisfaction
with the conclusion of
negotiations on India’s
association with the
prestigious Horizon

Europe programme.
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AU SMALL FINANCE BANK ANNOUNCES
Q2°FY27 & H1’FY27 FINANCIAL RESULTS

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: AU Small
Finance Bank (AU
SFB), India’s largest
small finance bank and
the first in over a
decade to receive in-
principle approval to
transition into a
Universal Bank, today
announced its financial
results for the quarter
ended September 30,
2026, reporting strong

growth across all key

parameters.

Key financial high
lights for Q2°FY27

o Net Interest
Margin increased by 33
bps YoY to 5.8% in
Q2’FY27 from 5.5% in
Q2’FY26

o Cost of Funds
(CoF) declined by 43
bps YoY to 6.41% in
Q2°FY27 from 6.83%
inQ2’FY26

o Net Interest
Income (NII) grew by
32% YoY to 22,820 cr
compared to 32,144 cr
inQ2’FY26

o Core other income
grew by 16% YoY to
X736 cr compared to

2634 cr in Q2°FY26
driven by fees from
credit card and transac

tion banking

o Credit cost
(Including guarantee
premium) declined by
45 bps YoY from 1.2%

t00.8%

o PAT grew 53%
YoY to 858 cr, with
annualised RoA of
1.7%
16.1%

and RoE of

o Deposit book
stands at %1,70,460 cr
registering YoY growth
of 28.6% which was
nearly 1.6x of the

system growth

o CASA deposits
stand at 350,289 cr, up
29% YoY and 11%
QoQ; CASA ratio at
29.5%

o Gross loan port
folio (GLP) stands at
%1,53,769 cr, register
ing a YoY growth of
25.1% which was
nearly 1.3x of the
system growth; Gross

advances at %1,50,291
cr,up27.9% YoY

o GNPA ratio
improved by 42 bps

YoY to 1.99%; NNPA
ratio improved by 7 bps
to 0.81%; PCR at 83%
including technical

write-off

o Strengthened
leadership team further
with the appointment
of Mr. Anil Agarwal as
Senior Executive
Group Head — Commer
cial & Institutional

Banking.

He will lead
Commercial and
Institutional Banking,
encompassing lending,
transaction banking
and funding solutions
across key institutional

and commercial

segments

o Mr. Amol Padhye
formally assumed role
of Chief Risk Officer,
and will help to further
strengthen enterprise-
wide risk governance,
regulatory readiness
and risk management

frameworks

o During the
quarter, bank added net
183 touchpoints includ
ing 45 new liability
branches and 100+

asset centres across the

country

o Digital Adoption:
46+ lac registered users
on AU 0101 with 19.4
lac MAUs (Monthly
Active Users)

o Al-Native Bank:
Gold Loan Agentic
LOS live across 40
branches with more
than 2.5 k loans
disbursed; application
to be rolled out to 100

branches in a phased

manncr

o Bank now has
total 128 lact+ custo
mers; serves them
through a total 3,103
touchpoints across 21
states and 4 UTs with
total strength of ~61K

employees

o ICRA Ratings
upgraded Bank’s long-
term credit rating
outlook to Positive
from Stable, while re-
affirming our long-

termrating at AA.

TN CABINET MEET - TO REVIEW

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: The Tamil Nadu
Cabinet will meet
under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay on
October 29, with
proposals to fulfil key
election promises,
approve new industrial
investments and
review the implemen
tation of 436 announ
ced schemes expected

to dominate the

agenda.

The meeting is
scheduled for 10.30
a.m. at the Secretariat
in Chennai. According
to Secretariat sources,
the Cabinet is likely to
consider proposals

seeking approval for

new industries and
expansion projects by
existing companies in

the State.

With the Govern
ment having announ
ced 436 schemes,
including election
commitments, t h ¢
meeting is expected to
review their imple
mentation and discuss
measures to expedite
pending projects.
Sources said some of
the promises made
during the Assembly
election campaign

could receive Cabinet

approval, paving the
way for fresh announce
ments.

The Cabinet is also

POLL PROMISES

likely to discuss targets
set for various Govern
ment Departments and
longterm development
plans aimed at acce
lerating the State's
growth.

The Chief Minister
has already conducted
department-wise
reviews of major
Government schemes
and administrative
performance. Key
recommendations
made during these
meetings are expected
to be placed before the
Cabinet for conside
ration, with final

decisions likely on

certain proposals.

The meeting may

also review the law and
order situation in the
State amid concerns
raised by Opposition
parties over incidents
of sexual violence
against women and
cases involving

missing children.

Several important
announcements
relating to industrial
investments, welfare
schemes and election
commitments are
expected following the

Cabinet meeting.

MG WINDSOR INDULGE EDITION LAUNCHED AT INR 17,99,800 (EX-SHOWROOM).
INTRODUCING A MORE INDULGENT TAKE ON BUSINESS CLASS COMFORT

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: ISW MG Motor
India today announced
the launch of the MG
Windsor INDULGE
Edition, a more indul
gent expression of
India’s No. 1 EV*.
Powered by a 38-kWh
battery pack, it delivers
100 kW (136 PS) of
power and 200 Nm of
torque, while offering a
certified range of 332
km#.

Building on the MG
Windsor’s futuristic
design, spacious
interiors, and signature
Business-Class com
fort, the INDULGE
Edition introduces a
new layer of exclu
sivity. The special
edition features a
distinctive dual-tone
exterior with a sophis
ticated Shadow Gold
body colour contrasted
by a Black roof. Black
ORVMs, R-18 Black
Alloy Wheels,

exclusive ‘INDULGE’

and

badging on the C-pillar

further accentuate its
premium character,
giving the vehicle a
bold and unmistakable

identity.

Inside, the cabin
adopts an exclusive
Urban Tan and Black
upholstery theme,
elevating the premium
ambience with a war
mer and more sophisti
cated character. The
front headrests feature
bespoke ‘INDULGE’
embroidery, reinfor
cing the edition’s
unique identity. To
further enhance the
Business-Class
experience, the MG
Windsor INDULGE
Edition comes
equipped with the
‘PRIVE Screen’ for
second-row occupants
as standard, offering
added convenience and
entertainment for rear-
seat passengers. The
package is further
complemented by

INDULGE-themed

cushions and neck

;_"”’ iy

adding an

pillows,

extra layer of comfort

and exclusivity.

For customers
seeking an even more
distinctive expression
of style and comfort, a
curated range of
accessories will also be
available, allowing
them to personalise
their Windsor
INDULGE Edition to

suit their preferences.

Speaking on the
launch, Vinay Raina,
Chief Commercial
Officer, JSW MG
Motor India, said, “The
MG Windsor is an
important product not
only for us but for the
EV segment, as it has
encouraged many
fence-sitters to em

brace electric mobility.

Reaching over 80,000
families in just 24
months is a remarkable
milestone and a
testament to the value
the Windsor delivers to
customers. Building on
this suc cess, the
INDULGE Edition
introduces exclusive
enhance ments and an
elevated cabin
experience, offering
customers a more
premium and persona
lised expres sion of the
Windsor lifestyle. It
reflects our commit
ment to conti nuously
evolving the product in
line with changing
customer preferences
while retaining the
qualities that have
made the Windsor a
preferred choice in the

EVsegment.”

PM REVIEWS INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS WORTH
OVER %¥16,000 CRORE ACROSS 31 STATES AND UTS

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
chaired the 54th
meeting of PRAGATI,
the ICT-enabled, multi-
modal platform aimed
at fostering Pro-Active
Governance and
Timely Implemen
tation, at Seva Teerth
earlier today. The plat
form brings together
the Central and State
Governments to
address implemen
tation bottlenecks and
improve the delivery of

projects and welfare

schemes.

During the meeting,
Prime Minister
reviewed infrastructure
projects across the
Railways, Ekta Malls
and Drug Parks
covering 31 States/

UTs and costing more

than 16 thousand
crores. These projects,
pivotal to economic
growth and public
welfare, were reviewed
with a focus on time
lines, inter-agency coor
dination, and timely
issue resolution. Prime
Minister underlined
that PM Ekta Malls
should provide markets
for local products,
streng then the
livelihoods of artisans
and help them expand
their enter prises. He
called for linking the
malls with tourism and
local busi nesses,
noting that increased
demand could create
employ ment in rural
production, packag
ing, storage and trans
portation. He stressed
on review of progress

regularly by Chief

Secretaries and to
ensure timely comple
tion of the malls.
Reviewing Bulk Drug
Parks in Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh,
Prime Minister
stressed the need to
prioritise domestic
production of active
pharmaceutical ingre
dients and essential
inputs to strengthen

self-reliance.

Prime Minister
asked Chief Secretaries
to review schemes with
District Magistrates
every month to address
implementation gaps
and ensure that benefits
reach eligible benefi
ciaries on time. He
emphasised that gover
nance must focus on

outcomes over outlays,

ensuring that public

oy
qm

expenditure translates
into tangible improve
ments in people’s lives.
Referring to the
Aspirational Districts
and Aspirational
Blocks Programmes,
he highlighted the role
of convergence,
regular monitoring and
local accountability in
accelerating develop
ment in underserved
areas. He noted that
sustained efforts to
strengthen governance
and improve the
delivery of welfare
schemes had helped
nearly 25 crore people

move out of multi

dimensional poverty.
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PINK OCTOBER: MANKIND PHARMA CALLS FOR GREATER AWARENESS
AROUND BREAST CANCER, EARLY DETECTION AND TIMELY TREATMENT

Chennai, 29 Oct necessarily indicate about their health,” essential. For patients

2026: Marking Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month, Mankind
Pharma highlighted the
importance of breast
cancer awareness,
early detection and
timely treatment
through its Pink
October campaign.
The initiative builds on
the company’s #1
Million Lives journey,
which aims to make
cancer awareness more
accessible and
encourage individuals
to take proactive steps

towards their health.

Breast cancer
awareness is important
in encouraging timely
medical consultation
and improving under
standing of the disease.
Potential warning
signs may include a
lump or thickening in
the breast, changes in
breast size or shape,
skin changes, nipple
changes or unusual
discharge. While these

changes may not

cancer, they warrant
medical evaluation.
Clinical examination
and mammography, as
appropriate to an

individual's age and

risk profile, can
support early
detection.

“Cancer awareness
must extend beyond
healthcare facilities
and become an integral
part of how people
approach their health.
Through our #1
Million Lives initia
tive, we aim to make
reliable health informa
tion more accessible
and encourage proac
tive healthcare deci
sions. Pink October
reinforces this commit
ment by highlighting
breast health aware
ness, early detection
and timely medical
consultation. We
believe sustained
awareness efforts can
empower individuals

and families to make

informed decisions

said Atish Majumdar,
Senior President,

Mankind Pharma.

Early diagnosis also
helps doctors deter
mine an appropriate
course of treatment.
Diagnostic evaluation
and tumour profiling
help identify the charac
teristics of breast
cancer and guide
treatment decisions.
HER2 testing, where
indicated, helps
determine the HER2
status of a tumour and
informs decisions
regarding appropriate

targeted therapies.

“Recognising
unusual changes in the
breast and seeking
medical advice without
delay are important
steps towards timely
diagnosis. Screening
recommendations
depend on factors such
as age and individual
risk, making consul
tation with a qualified

healthcare professional

diagnosed with breast
cancer, diagnostic
assessments and bio
marker testing, includ
ing HER2 testing
where indicated, help
guide treatment deci
sions. Greater aware
ness can encourage
timely evaluation and
help patients access
appropriate care,” said
Dr. Mohamed Zehran,
Senior Consultant,
Medical Oncologist,
Apollo Cancer Centre
Chennai Launched in
June 2026, Mankind
Pharma’s #1 Million
Lives initiative has
included the training of
over 500 health
workers, while 285
doctors pledged to help

protect 1 million

families in July.

Through Pink
October, the company
continues to strengthen
its focus on preventive
oncology and encou
rage greater awareness
of early detection and

timely care.

INS SAHYADRI ARRIVES AT BUSAN, REPUBLIC OF KOREA,
FOR INDIA-RoKN BILATERAL EXERCISE

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: Indian Naval
Ship Sahyadri, an
indigenously designed
and built guided
missile stealth frigate
of the Indian Navy,
arrived at Busan Naval
Harbour, Republic of
Korea, on 26 Oct 2026
to participate in the
India-Republic of
Korea Navy (IN-
RoKN) Bilateral
Exercise. The visit
marks another step
towards strengthening
maritime cooperation
and enhancing inter
operability between the

two navies in the Indo-

Pacific.

INS Sahyadri was
accorded a warm
welcome by the
Republic of Korea
Navy (RoKN),

reflecting the growing

engagement and
enduring strategic
partnership between
India and the Republic

of Korea.

During the harbour

phase, personnel of '. :

both navies will parti
cipate in professional
interactions, cross-
deck wvisits, cross-
training activities and
sporting events. These
activities will facilitate
the exchange of
operational experi
ences and Best Prac
tices, while fostering
mutual understanding
and professional
camaraderie. The
Commanding Officer
of INS Sahyadri will
also call on senior
RoKN officials. The
harbour phase will be

followed by coordi

nated maritime acti

vities at sea involving
INS Sahyadri and
ROKS Munmu the
Great, providing oppor
tunities to strengthen
operational coordi
nation, enhance inter
operability and consoli
date professional ties
between the two
navies. The exercise
underscores the shared

commitment of India

and the Republic of

Korea to strengthening
maritime cooperation
and contributing to
peace, stability and
security in the Indo-
Pacific. It also reflects
the Indian Navy’s
continued efforts to
build enduring partner
ships with friendly
foreign navies through
professional engage
ment and operational

cooperation.
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PHONEPE REBRANDS INDUS APPSTORE AS PHONEPE
APPSTORE, REACHES 200 MILLION DEVICES

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: PhonePe has
rebranded its home
grown app market
place, Indus Appstore,
as PhonePe Appstore,
marking a new phase in
its expansion into
digital goods and
services. The platform
has reached over 200
million devices
through OEM partner
ships, with Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Bihar, Karnataka and

Telangana emerging as

its top five states by

adoption.

The platform offers
popular apps such as
ChatGPT, Duolingo,
ShareChat and Sony
LIV, along with games
including Honor of
Kings and Hitwicket. It
is expanding beyond
app discovery to inclu
de digital products
such as gift cards and
top-ups, supported by
Phone Pe’s secure
payment infrastruc

ture.

Commenting on the
rebranding, Priya
Narasimhan, Chief
Business Officer at
PhonePe Appstore,
said the move brings
the trust and reach of
the PhonePe brand to
the platform and

creates new moneti

sation opportunities for

PhonePe
Appstore

developers.

PhonePe Appstore
has also launched
phonepeapp store.com,
a webstore that allows
users to discover and
purchase digital goods
through desktop and
mobile browsers
without down loading a

dedicated app.

VEDANTA PRESENTS JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL UNVEILS
SECOND SPEAKER LIST FOR ITS LANDMARK 20TH EDITION

New Delhi, 29 Oct
2026: As the Vedanta
Presents Jaipur
Literature Festival
prepares to celebrate
two decades of literary
discovery and cultural
dialogue, it announces
its second list of
speakers for the land
mark 20th edition, set
to take place from 14 —
18 January 2027 at
Hotel Clarks Amer,
Jaipur. The new
announcement brings
together an expansive
and diverse group of
writers, historians,
academics, scientists,
journalists, artists and
public figures whose
work has shaped
conversations across
disciplines, geogra

phies and generations.

Over the past two
decades, the Jaipur
Literature Festival has
grown into a global
meeting place for ideas
and storytelling,
bringing celebrated
voices and emerging
perspectives into
conversation with
audiences from across
India and the world.
The second list of
speakers straddles
fiction and poetry,
histories of empire and
civilisation, questions
of identity and belong
ing, scientific dis
covery, international
affairs, wellbeing, food

and the arts.

The list features

Adania Shibli, the
Palestinian writer
whose novel Minor
Detail was nominated
for the National Book
Award and the
International Booker
Prize; Alice Roberts,
the biological anthro
pologist, author and
broadcaster known for
her work on human
evolution and archaeo
logy; and Ananya
Vajpeyi, whose
scholarship explores
Indian intellectual
history and political
thought. The Festival
also welcomes Benja
min Moser, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning biogra
pher and writer, among
its distinguished line-
up of speakers; Caro
line Elkins, Harvard
professor and Pulitzer
Prize-winning
historian whose work
subverts the idea of
British ‘liberal
imperialism’;
Claire Messud,

acclaimed novelist

and

whose writing explores
identity, relationships

and contemporary life.

The list features
Eric Cline, archaco
logist and historian
whose research focuses
on the ancient Medi
terranean and Near
East; Gabrielle
Rifkind, whose work
centres on conflict
resolution and inter
national relations; and

Hansda Sowvendra

Shekhar, whose fiction

explores the Adivasi
identity. Makarand
Sathe, Marathi
playwright, novelist
and theatre director,
joins Mira Seo, whose
academic work
engages with classical
literature, and Mona
Arshi, poet and
novelist whose writing
explores identity,
family and belonging.
Neil MacGregor,
distinguished art
historian and former
director of the British
Museum, brings his
expertise in art and
cultural history, while
Paul Zacharia,
acclaimed Malayalam
writer and essayist,
comes with his
expertise that blends

social commentary,

satire and philoso

phical enquiry with

fiction.

Also featuring in the
announcement are Ritu
Dalmia, the chef and
restaurateur and co-
owner of the popular
Italian restaurant Diva;
Roxie Nafousi, author
and self-development
coach known for her
work on personal
growth; and Shriram
Nene, cardiovascular
surgeon and health
advocate whose public
work focuses on
healthcare and medical
awareness. Sir Paul
Nurse, Nobel Prize-
winning geneticist and
cell biologist, brings
pioneering scientific
ideas while Suraj
Yengde, author of
Caste Matters,
examines caste, race

and social justice.
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SUNIL REDDY’S POWERFUL ANTAGONIST ROLE TO ADD AN EDGE TO RAJ AYYAPPA-
DELNA DAVIS’ ‘LOVE INK’ AS THE ROMANTIC COMEDY NEARS COMPLETION |

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: MR Pictures’
LOVE INK, a youth

ful Rom-Com, presen
ted by A. Mahendiran
and directed by
Megaraj Doss is all set
to enthral and entertain
audiences in December
2026. Starring Raj
Ayyappa and Delna
Davis in the lead roles,
the film explores the
love, emotions and
relationships of today’s
younger generation,
blending romance,
comedy and unexpec
ted twists. Actor Sunil
Reddy has now joined
the shoot in a pivotal
role as the film enters
its final phase of

production in Chennai.

Centred on contem
porary relationships,
LOVE INK will be an
entertaining take on

modern romance while

appealing to audiences
across age groups. The
film features an
ensemble cast compris
ing Sunil Reddy,
Aarthi, Ravi Maria,
Mime Gopi, Pattiman
dram Raja, Rama,
Subhashini, Vinoth
Munna, KPY Vinoth,

Mourish and others in

prominentroles.

The shoot began in
Chennai and subse
quently moved to
Cheyyar in Tiruvanna
malai district. The team
has now returned to
Chennai for the final
phase of filming. With
shooting nearing com
pletion, the subsequent
stages of production
are progres sing at full
pace as the makers
prepare for the film’s

planned December

2026 release.

Speaking about the

film, director Megaraj
Doss says, “I believe
LOVE INK will
definitely find a place
on the love playlists of
today’s Gen Z
audience.
involved in this film
has worked extremely
hard, and I hope
audiences will respond
to our efforts with their
love and support. I am
confident that LOVE
INK will not only
appeal to young people

but also become a film

that families can sit

together, enjoy and
celebrate.”
Written and

directed by Megaraj
Doss, LOVE INK is
presented by A.
Mahendiran and is
produced by MR
Pictures. Dharan

Kumar is composing

music and the others in

Everyone |

the technical crew
include I. Marutha
Nayagam as cinemato
grapher, Ramu
Thangaraj as art
director and Buvan as

editor.

With its youthful
lead sharing the screen
space together, an
ensemble cast and a
story centred on con
temporary love and
relationships, LOVE
INK promises a
infusion of romance,

humour and engaging

twists.

The film is gearing
up for a theatrical
release in December

2026.

TEMPORARY AUGMENTATION
OF HUMSAFAR EXPRESS

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: North Western
Railway has notified
for the temporary
augmentation of the
following trains to
clear the extra rush of
passengers as detailed

below:

1. Train No. 22497
/22498 Shri Ganga
nagar — Tiruchchirap

palli — Shri Ganga

nagar Humsafar
Express will be tempo
rarily augmented with
One AC Three Tier
Coach Ex. Shri Ganga
nagar from 02nd
November to 30th
November, 2026 (on
Mondays) and Ex.
Tiruchchirappalli from
06th November to 04th
December, 2026 (on

Fridays). The revised

compo sition after the

augmen tation will be
17- AC Three Tier
Coaches, 2- Luggage
cum Brake Vans & 1-

Pantry Car

2. Train No. 20481
/20482 Jodhpur — Tiru
chchirappalli — Jodh
pur Humsafar Express
will be temporarily
augmented with One
Sleeper Class Coach
Ex. Jodhpur from 04th

November to 25th
November, 2026 (on
Wednesdays) and Ex.
Tiruchchirappalli from
07th November to 28th
November, 2026 (on
Saturdays). The
revised composition
after the augmen tation
will be 16- AC Three
Tier Coaches, 2-
Sleeper Class Coaches,
2- Luggage cum Brake

Vans & 1-Pantry Car.

DRI BUSTS WILDLIFE SMUGGLING RACKET AT TRICHY
AIRPORT; 45 LIVE REPTILES RECOVERED; 2 ARRESTED

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelli
gence (DRI),
coordinated operation
with the Air Intelli
gence Unit (AIU),
Trichy, has foiled an
attempt to smuggle 45
live reptiles into India
through Trichy Inter
national Airport.
Acting on specific
intelligence, officers of
DRI intercepted two
Indian passengers
arriving from Bangkok

via Colombo on 26

October 2026. A syste

matic examination of
their baggage led to the
recovery of live
wildlife concealed in
27 food packets, with
the animals found in a

sedated condition.

The recovered
reptiles comprised 23
Corn Snakes, 16 Ball
Pythons, 5 Argentine

Black and White Tegus

and 1 Snow White
Iguana. The reptiles
were seized, and the
two passengers were
arrested by AIU,
Trichy, under the provi
sions of the Customs
Act, 1962. The wildlife
was recovered during
the examination of the
passengers’ baggage
and handed over to

AlU, Trichy, for further

necessary action.

This successful
interception under
scores DRI’s commit
ment to combating
wildlife trafficking
through intelligence-
led enforcement and
close coordination with
Customs authorities to
prevent the illegal
movement of wildlife

into the country.

INDEPENDENT MUSIC ARTIST PAAL DABBA’S NEW
MUSIC VIDEO ALBUM ‘AEROPLANE’ RELEASED

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: Rapper, singer,
lyricist and actor Paal
Dabba, a multifaceted
talent, has been
steadily carving a
strong and distinctive
space for himself'in the
independent music

scenc.

His music releases
have consis tently
garnered massive
digital attention and
created a buzz across
social media. His latest
music video album,
‘Aero plane’, in which
he has written, sung
and acted, has now

been released by Think

Music India.

The music video
features Paal Dabba
and actress Ananya
Ram Prasad in the lead
roles. The video is
directed by Rahul

Ashok Kumar, with

music composed by
Adiel Massar and
cinematography by
Pragadeesh Prabhu.

Beginning with the
lines “Kaadhal
Venamnu Sonna
Kaadhal Panna
Sonnaaye...”, the song
has been written and
sung by Paal Dabba.
Set against the back
drop of an aeroplane
journey, the music
video follows two
lovers who meet again

after a breakup.

As they cross paths
once more, their shared
memories and
emotions unfold
through the music,
taking the audience on

anostalgic journey.

The chemistry
between Paal Dabba
and Ananya Ram
Prasad, seamlessly

blended with the music

and storytelling, has

become one of the
highlights of the video
and is receiving a
positive response from
audiences.
‘Aeroplane’ is
essentially a love-
failure song, but what
makes it unique is its
portrayal of a meeting
between lovers after a
breakup. Paal Dabba’s
heartfelt lyrics capture
the emotions, memo
ries and lingering
feelings that follow a

failed relationship.

With lyrics that

resonate strongly with

those who have experi
enced heartbreak, the
song has quickly found
a connection among
young listeners and has
become a relatable
anthem for single boys
and those navigating
the emotions of a

breakup.

The heartfelt
writing and emotional
treatment of the song
have led many listeners
to describe ‘Aeroplane’
as a healing song for
those going through
heartbreak, with the
track being widely
celebrated across the

internet.

CANCELLATION OF SAPTAGIRI
EXPRESS TRAINS

Chennai,
2026: South Central
Railway has notified
for cancellation of the
following train
services due to Pre-
Non-Interlocking and
Non-Interlocking
works at Renigunta
Yard in Guntakal
Division, in connection

with yard remodelling

and commissioning of

(EI) work:

1. Train No. 16057
Dr MGR Chennai
Central — Tirupati
Saptagiri Express
scheduled to leave Dr
MGR Chennai Central
at 06.30 hrs from 09th
to 27th December,
2026 will be fully

cancelled. 2. Train No.

16054 Tirupati — Dr

29 Oct Electronic Interlocking  MGR Chennai Central

Sapta giri Express
scheduled to leave
Tirupati at 10.10 hrs
from 09th to 27th
December, 2026 will

be fully cancelled.

3. Train No. 16053
Dr MGR Chennai
Central — Tirupati
Saptagiri Express

scheduled to leave Dr

MGR Chennai Central

at 14.40 hrs from 09th
to 27th December,
2026 will be fully

cancelled.

4. Train No. 16058
Tirupati — Dr MGR
Chennai Central
Saptagiri Express
scheduled to leave
Tirupati at 18.05 hrs
from 09th to 27th
December, 2026 will

be fully cancelled.

RAKSHA MANTRI HOLDS BILATERAL TALKS WITH DEFENCE MINISTER
OF SINGAPORE ON THE SIDELINES OF 13TH ADMM-PLUS

Chennai, 29 Oct
2026: On the sidelines
of the 13th ASEAN
Defence Ministers’
Meeting (ADMM)-
Plus in Cebu, Philip
pines, Raksha Mantri
Shri Rajnath Singh
held a productive
bilateral meeting with
the Minister for
Defence of Singapore
Mr Chan Chun Sing on
October 28, 2026.

The meeting high
lighted the deep-
rooted, historical ties

and strong strategic

partner ship between
the two nations,
providing an oppor
tunity for both leaders
to review ongoing
defence initiatives

and chart out future

areas of cooperation.

The two Ministers
expressed deep satis
faction with the strong
momentum in bilateral

defence relations.

The deliberations
focused on expanding
the scope of joint

military exercises

across the Army, Navy,
and Air Force, aimed at
enhancing operational
synergy and mutual

understanding.

Raksha Mantri
reiterated India's
commitment to
ASEAN centrality and
a free, open, and inclu

sive Indo-Pacific

region.

He acknowledged
Singapore as a key
pillar in India's Act
East Policy.

To further streng

then the defence indus
try and technology
collaboration, Shri
Rajnath Singh formally
extended an invitation
to Mr Chan Chun Sing
to participate in the
upcoming Aero India
2027 scheduled to take

place in Bengaluru in

February.

Raksha Mantri also
congratulated the
Singaporean Defence
Minister on taking over
the chair of ADMM-
Plus for 2027,

and

conveyed best wishes.




