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CM AWARDS INCENTIVES TO

WORLD SKILLS PART

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay on
Tuesday presented
incentive cheques
totalling Rs. 49 lakh to
12 participants from
Tamil Nadu who won
medals or represented
India at the 48th World
Skills Competition
held in Shanghai,
China.

At a function at the
Secretariat in Chennai,
the Chief Minister
honoured one silver
medallist, four winners
of Medallions for
Excellence and seven
other participants for
their achievements at
the international skills

competition.

The competition

featured 68 countries
across 63 skill
categories. India
fielded a 70-member
team and secured six
silver medals and 20
Medallions for Excel
finishing 10th

Tamil Nadu

lence,

overall.
had 12 representa tives
in the Indian contin
gent, five of whom won

inter national medals.

J.A. Mohammed
Salam, who won a
silver medal in the
Prosthetic and Orthotic
Technology category,
received an incentive

of Rs.15 lakh.

Four participants
who won Medallions
for Excellence were
awarded Rs. 5 lakh
each. They were K.P.

' !
i §

Rahul in Cyber
Security, S.V. Arjun in
Mobile Applications
Development, M.
Surendran in Wall and
Floor Tiling and
Drywall Systems, and
Joy Das in Jewellery

Design.

The seven other
K.M.
Suresh Kumar, K.
Gokulakannan, P.R.
Mohammed Mafaaz,
S. Ashwin, T. Rohith,
Thanushree Mahesh
and A. Mohanraj
2 lakh

participants

received Rs.
each for participating

in the competition.

ICIPANT

~

Chief Secretary M.
Sai Kumar, Special
Programme Implemen
tation Department
Secretary S. Madhu
mathi and Tamil Nadu
Skill Development
Corporation Managing
Director Kavitha Ramu

were among the senior

officials present.

The incentives were
presented in recogni
tion of the achieve
ments of Tamil Nadu's
young talent on the
international stage and
to encourage further
excellence in skill

development.

THENI: 13 OF 17 ESCAPED REMAND PRISONERS
APPREHENDED, SEARCH CONTINUES FOR THE REMAINING FOUR

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: By the orders of
the Director General of
Prisons and Correc
tional Services, and
under the guidance of
the Inspector General
of Police, South Zone,
and the Inspector
General of Prisons
(Headquarters), 13 out
of the 17 remand
prisoners who escaped
from Theni District Jail
on 26 October 2026

have been appre

hended.

The escaped
prisoners were appre
hended with the assis
tance of 17 special
teams comprising
personnel from the
Theni Armed Reserve,
Special Police Force

and Theni District Law

and Order Police.

Intensive efforts are

being undertaken to
trace and apprehend
the remaining four
escaped prisoners.
Further action is being
taken to secure their

early apprehension.

Names of the 13
apprehended prisoners
(as listed in the accom

panying document):

1. Praveenkumar,

son of Tamilselvan, 2.

Silambarasan, son of

Selvakumar, 3. Raja
Sikkandhar,
Abdul Rasak, 4. Raj
kumar, son of Kalai
arasan, 5. Linga
prasath, son of Jega
nathamoorthy, 6.
Nishanth,

Gandhi, 7. Karuppa

son of

son of

=P 1||,_;Hu|-ﬁ'l1-w (TR
g 19726 s

samy, son of Murugan,

8. Pandiselvam, son of

Sakthivel,9. Solai

mugileswaran, son of

Nagalingam, 10.

Dharunkumar, son of

Chinna, 11. Karthick

raja, son of Nagaraj,
12. Muthu Elangovan,
son of Murugan, 13.
Sabarinathan,

Palanisundaram.

son of

REGULATE SURPLUS WATER DISCHARGE, CM TELLS
OFFICIALS. PREVENT ADYAR FLOODING VIJAY

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay on
Monday directed
officials to regulate
surplus water dis
charge from Chemba
rambakkam lake to
prevent flooding in
downstream areas
along the Adyar river,
while maintaining
adequate storage to
meet Chennai's
drinking water needs
during the northeast

monsoon.

Inspecting the
reservoir in Kundra
thur taluk of Kanchee
puram district, Vijay
instructed Water
Resources Department
officials to closely
monitor water levels
and inflow throughout
the monsoon and issue
advance warnings to
residents in flood-
prone areas before
releasing surplus

water.

As of 6 am on

Monday, the reservoir's
water level stood at
14.76 feet against its
full level of 24 feet. The

lake held 1,488 million

cubic feet (mcft) of
water, about 41% of its
total capacity of 3,645
mcft. Inflow was
recorded at 150 cusecs,
while discharge stood

at 208 cusecs.

During the
inspection, the Chief
Minister examined the
reservoir's sluice gates,
water intake tower and
bunds. He reviewed the
available storage capa
city and preparedness
to handle a sudden
increase in inflow
following heavy

rainfall.

Vijay directed
officials to ensure that
control rooms function
round the clock with
adequate personnel. He
also instructed them to
keep sluice gates,
lifting mechanisms,

electricity supply,

backup power facilities
and communication
systems ready to

handle emergencies.

Emphasising flood
prevention, he said
surplus water should be
released gradually after
assessing its possible
impact on low-lying
residential areas along

the Adyarriver.

He called for coordi
nation among the
Revenue Department,
police, Greater
Chennai Corporation
and Chennai Metro
politan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board to
ensure timely alerts

and precautionary

measurcs.

The Chief Minister
also instructed officials
to maintain the
reservoir at prescribed

water levels through

out the monsoon to
ensure sufficient flood
storage capacity
without disrupting
drinking water supply

to Chennai.

Rural Development
and Water Resources
Minister N. Anand,
Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister
K.A. Sengottaiyan,
NonResident Tamils
Welfare Minister K.
Thennarasu, Forest
Minister R.V. Ranjith
kumar, MLA J. Muni
rathinam, Chief Secre
tary M/ Saikumar,
Water Resources Secre
tary Prashant M.
Wadnere, Kanchee
puram Collector T.
Sneha and Water
Resources Department
Chief Engineer
(Chennai Region) M.
Janaki accompanied

the Chief Minister.

12TH BRICS PARLIAMENTARY FORUM CONCLUDES IN NEW
DELHI, WITH ADOPTION OF A JOINT DECLARATION

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: The 12th BRICS
Parliamentary Forum,
which was inaugurated
by Lok Sabha Speaker
Shri Om Birla
yesterday, concluded
today with the
adoption of a Joint
Declaration. The
declaration formally
reiterates member
nations' dedication to
the principles of the
United Nations
Charter, sovereign
equality, mutual
respect, non-
interference in internal
affairs, and the
peaceful settlement of
international disputes.

Demonstrating India’s

growing diplomatic

footprint under its
ongoing chairship, the
Joint Declaration
seamlessly aligned
with New Delhi’s core
strategic priorities.
Reaffirming the
consensus of the New
Delhi Declaration
(NDD), member
parliaments issued an
explicit endorsement
of UN Security
Council reform -
referencing NDD
Paragraph 13 - to make
global governance

more representative of

the Global South.

India’s firm stance
on national security
scored a major victory
through robust, uncom

promised counter-

Wy
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terrorism language;

building on NDD
Paragraph 40, the
declaration condem
ned cross-border terro
rism, terror financing,
and safe havens while
demanding zero
tolerance and an end to
double standards. The
final text also strongly
embedded India-led
developmental and
climate agendas,
including the expan
sion of Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI)

repositories, ethical

Artificial Intelligence
governance, adherence
to Common but Diffe
rentiated Responsi
bilities (CBDR-RC),
and unanimous support
for India’s BRICS
Chairship.

Delivering the
valedictory address,
Lok Sabha Speaker
emphasised that global
challenges can only be
resolved through
steadfast dialogue,
mutual peace, and

collaborative action

rather than conflict.
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BEYOND THE CLAIM: WHY YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE  LADIES CIRCLE INDIA, IN ASSOCIATION WITH HAIR FOR HOPE INDIA AND

IS USEFUL BEFORE YOU NEED A HOSPITAL

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: For a lot of
people, health insu
rance only comes to
mind once something
has already gone
wrong, whether it is a
hospital admission, a
surgery, a sudden
diagnosis or a hefty
medical bill. That is the
moment the policy
papers are pulled out
and the insurer gets a

call.

If this is the only
time you pay attention
to your cover, though,
you could be overlook
ing benefits that are
useful well before any

such event.

At its core, health
insurance continues to
be about financial
protection when
medical treatment 1is
needed. That remains
unchanged. The
difference today is that

many policies may also

offer services that can
be used even when
there is no hospital stay

or claim involved.

Depending on the
policy you hold, these
could include annual
health check-ups, tele
consultations, wellness
programmes, fitness-
linked benefits or
support for those
managing chronic
conditions. Not all
policies carry every
one of these, and the
terms vary. But where
such benefits exist,
they give policyholders
one more reason to
engage with their cover

through the year, and

not just in an emer

gency.

The first step is a
simple one: understand
what your policy

actually provides.

At the time of
purchase, it is natural

for most buyers to

concentrate on the
premium, the sum
insured and the hos
pital network. Preven
tive and wellness
benefits often get much
less attention. After the
policy has been bought,
it is worth going back
to it to see what is on
offer, how frequently it

can be used and

whether any conditions

apply.

Consider the annual
health check-up. A
benefit that is never
used delivers little
value. A teleconsulta
tion can be handy when
you need medical
advice but may not
need to go to a hospital.
People living with
diabetes or hyperten
sion may also benefit
from regular monitor
ing or health-manage
ment support to keep

track of their condition.

Technology has

made some of these

services easier to reach.

Through mobile
apps and digital
healthcare platforms,
consumers may be able
to book consultations,
access health assess
ments, get reminders or

use well ness services

without leaving home.

This convenience
can make a real diffe
rence for a working
professional or a
family balancing
several responsibili
ties. At the same time,
one should not assume
that every service
shown on an app
automatically forms
part of the insurance
cover. Consumers still
need to know what
their specific policy

includes.

It is also worth
taking a fresh look at
your policy every so

often.

AMAZON AND TATA MOTORS TO DEPLOY
3,000 ELECTRIC TRUCKS ACROSS INDIA

Chennal 28 Oct

2026:  Amazon and
Tata Motors have
announced a collabo
ration to deploy 3,000
electric trucks across
Amazon’s transpor
tation network in India,
marking the country’s
largest electric-truck

deployment by an e-

commerce company.

The initiative
extends Amazon’s fleet
electrification efforts
beyond last-mile
delivery to middle-
mile transportation and

long-distance freight

corridors.

The first batch of
Tata electric trucks was
flagged off in Delhi by
Union Minister for
Heavy Industries and
Steel H.D. Kumara
alongside

swamy,

senior representatives

from Amazon, Tata
Motors and the Delhi

government.

Under the collabo .

ration, Tata Motors will
supply electric trucks,
while Amazon’s carrier
partners will own and

operate the vehicles.

The initial rollout
will begin in Delhi
during the festive
season, deploying
light- and medium-
duty electric trucks to
transport shipments

between facilities and

cities.

The next phase aims
to expand operations
across major national
highways,
the 2,800-km Delhi

including

—Bengaluru—Chennai
corridor along NH48,
connecting seven states

and six major e-

commerce regions.

Dedicated charging
infrastructure, includ
ing charging hubs
being developed with
infrastructure provider
Yahhvi, will support

the expansion.

Amazon said the
initiative supports its
goal of achieving net-
zero carbon emissions

by 2040.

The company
already operates more
than 15,000 electric
vehicles across over

500 Indian cities.

Tata Motors said the

partnership would

demonstrate the
viability of integrating
electric trucks into
large-scale logistics
operations, supported
by charging infra
structure, servicing and

operational assistance.

The collaboration
aligns with India’s
broader clean-mobility
ambitions and initia
tives such as PM E-
DRIVE.

It builds on ongoing
efforts to accelerate
commercial fleet
electrification and
reduce transportation-
related emissions

nationwide.

ADYAR CANCER INSTITUTE ORGANISING A MEGA HAIR DONATION DRIVE

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Ladies Circle
India, in association
with Hair for Hope
India and Adyar
Cancer Institute, is
organising a Mega Hair
Donation Drive at Sri
Ramachandra Medical
College, Chennai, on
November 2, 2026, in
association with the
World Record Union,
aiming to bring
together 750+ hair
donations at a single
venue as part of a world

record attempt.

The initiative aims

to support cancer
patients experiencing
hair loss due to
chemotherapy and
other treatments.
Donated hair helps
create wigs that restore
confidence, dignity
and self-esteem among

cancer patients and

survivors.

Through this initia

tive, Ladies Circle
India hopes to unite
individuals, students,
schools, colleges,
salons and volunteers
to spread awareness

about hair donation and
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encou rage people to

10am to Ipm

contri bute to this

meaningful cause.

Ladies Circle India
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Ladies Circle India

in association with
Adyar Cancer Institute & \
Hair for Hope Foundation N4

Is launching a -

A ane of a kind hair donation drive that will

bring together 1000 Hair donations

under one roaf,
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invites everyone to join
this collective effort
and help bring hope
and smiles to cancer

patients.

KURKURE CELEBRATES THE MANY TASTES OF INDIA WITH
A SNACK INSPIRED BY SOUTH INDIA’S RIBBION PAKODA

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Across South
India, some snacks are
more than an occa
sional craving; they are
flavours people have
grown up with. Ribbon
Pakoda is one such
familiar favourite,
recognised by its
distinctive shape,
satisfying crunch and
the spices worked into
its dough. From a jar in
the kitchen to an
evening snack shared
with family, it carries a
familiarity that gene
rations of consumers
across the South

instantly recognise.

Yet, as lifestyles
change, consumers
may not always have
easy access to the same

traditional snacks and

familiar tastes they
grew up enjoying.
Recognising this,
Kurkure®, iconic
homegrown brand
from PepsiCo India,
has introduced
Kurkure® Ribbon
Pakoda, its latest
regional innovation
inspired by the much-
loved South Indian
snack and reimagined
with Kurkure®’s

signature flavour.

The choice of
Ribbon Pakoda came
from a simple consu
mer truth- when it
comes to snacking,
familiarity matters just
as much as excitement.
Kurkure® Ribbon
Pakoda brings these

worlds together, made

with rice flour along

with three dals (urad,
chana and moong),
with the notes of
sesame seeds and black
pepper worked into the
dough. Turning up the
chatpata quotient is a
fiery kick of Guntur
chilli. Made in rice
bran oil, with no palm
oil and no artificial
colours or flavours,
every crunchy ribbon
brings together the soul
of a well-known South
Indian favourite with
the unmistakable masti

of Kurkure®.

Commenting on the
launch, Ankit Agarwal,
Marketing Director,
Kurkure®, PepsiCo
India, said, “Consu
mers across South
India take immense

pride in their food

traditions, and Ribbon
Pakoda is one such
snack that evokes
familiarity, nostalgia
and joy. As a proudly
homegrown brand,
Kurkure® is constantly
looking for ways to
celebrate India's
diverse food culture.
With Kurkure Ribbon
Pakoda, we are
drawing inspiration
from an iconic South
Indian favourite and
reimagining it through
the distinctive Kurkure
experience. This
launch reflects our
commitment to
creating products
inspired by regional
tastes and bringing
consumers flavours
that feel both exciting

and authentically

local."

TAMBARAM CORP FINES RS. 35,000
FOR DUMPING WASTE

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Tambaram
Municipal Corporation
has imposed a total fine
of Rs. 35,000 on two
vehicles for illegally
dumping garbage in a
public place along the
200 Feet Radial Road.

Corporation
officials detected the
violations during an
enforcement drive

aimed at preventing

indiscriminate waste
dumping along
roadsides, vacant plots
and other public spaces
within the municipal

limits.

Officials said the
two vehicles were
found dumping waste
on public land along
the busy stretch,
following which
penalties totalling Rs

35,000 were imposed.

The civic body has
intensified monitoring
of vulnerable locations
where unauthorised
waste dumping has

become a concern.

Officials said such
practices not only
affect the city's cleanli
ness but also pose
environmental and
public health risks.
The corporation urged

residents, commercial

establish ments and
waste transport
operators to dispose of
garbage through
authorised waste

collection and disposal

systems.

Officials said
enforcement measures
would continue to
prevent illegal
dumping and maintain
cleanliness across

Tambaram.
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CLEAN ISN’T ALWAYS HYGIENIC: A DOCTOR’S SIGMA ADVANCED SYSTEMS SECURES INR 973 CRORES ORDER
FOR BASE BLEED UNITS OF 155MM ARTILLERY AMMUNITION

FESTIVE CHECKLIST FOR HOMES

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: The festive
season usually begins
with a deep clean.
Kitchens are emptied,
shelves are wiped,
groceries are stocked,
and homes are
prepared for family
gatherings and guests.
It is one of the healthi
est habits households
follow all year. But
there is one hygiene
issue that often
survives even the most
thorough cleaning:

hidden cockroach

activity.

Cockroaches are
unpleasant to see. They
move through drains,
damp corners, waste
areas, and storage
spaces before reaching
the surfaces where
food is prepared or
kept. During the festive
season, when kitchens
stay busier for longer
and homes store more
and

sweets, snacks,

ingredients, this
becomes more than a
nuisance. It becomes a
hygiene concern. Here
are seven reasons gel-
based cockroach
control deserves a

place on the festive

cleaning checklist.

1. The cockroaches
you see are rarely the

full problem

A visible cockroach
is often only a small
sign of a larger hidden
infestation. Much of
the activity usually
stays tucked away in
cabinet joints, behind
appliances, under
sinks, around drains,
and near pipe gaps.
This is also why a

visible kill, or a quick

spray response may not
always solve the
deeper issue. Cleaning
helps reduce crumbs,
moisture, and clutter,
but it does not always
reach the harbourage
zones where cock

roaches hide and breed.

2. Cockroaches are
a household hygiene
risk, not just a bad sight

Cockroaches can
carry contaminants
from dirty areas onto
kitchen platforms,
utensils, storage
spaces, and food-
contact surfaces. Their
droppings and shed
particles can also
aggravate allergies in
sensitive individuals.
In homes with child
ren, where surfaces are
touched often and food
is frequently handled
or left within easy
reach, that risk

becomes more impor

tant to manage.

3. Festive cooking
creates exactly the
conditions cock

roaches look for

This is the season of
extra groceries, open
containers, late-night
kitchen use, sweet
spills, and bins filling
up faster than usual.
Even a clean home can
become more attractive
to cockroaches if food,
moisture, and hidden
access points come
together. That is why
festive hygiene is not
only about making the
home look clean, but
also about reducing
what quietly draws

pestsin.

4. Gel-based control
works where hidden

activity begins

Gel-based
cockroach control is
useful because it is
applied in small,
targeted amounts in
likely movement zones
such as cabinet
corners, under sinks,
behind the refrigerator,
and near plumbing
lines. Unlike a format
designed mainly for
quick visible action,
dependable gel
products such as HIT
anti-roach gel is meant
to work inside the
hidden movement
pathways cockroaches
use every day. Cock
roaches feed on the gel
and carry its effect
back into the nesting
area, allowing the
treatment to work
beyond the insect that

is immediately visible.

5. It helps tackle the
colony, not just the

sighting

One of the biggest
advantages of gel is
that it is designed to
work through the
infestation itself. By
reaching the nesting
area through the cock
roach’s own move
ment, it can affect more
than a single insect at a
time. For households,
this makes it a more
strategic option during
festive preparation,
when repeated
disruption is the last

thing anyone wants.

6. It suits busy
festive homes because
it is discreet and

convenient

During the festive
quarter, kitchens are
active and guests are
expected. Gel-based

formats are typically

easier to fit into this
routine because they
are placed discreetly,
create less mess, and
are generally low in
odour. Many formats
are also designed to
remain effective for
several weeks, often
around 30 to 45 days,
which can make them
more convenient than
repeatedly responding
each time cockroach
activity 1is spotted.
Apply about 20 small
dots (or 3—4 dots per
square meter) in dry,

hidden areas

7. Timing matters
more than people

realise

The best time to act
is before celebrations
peak. Festive cleaning
often reveals the exact
places where cock
roach activity has been
hiding, especially
when appliances are
moved and cupboards
are emptied. Applying
gel-based control early
gives it time to work in
the background while
households move into
the busiest part of the

sc€ason.

A festive-ready
home is not defined
only by polished floors
and organised shelves.
It is also defined by
cleaner food spaces,
better hidden hygiene,
and fewer conditions
that allow contamina
tion to build unnoticed.
This festive season, the
smartest clean-up may

be the one that goes

beyond what s visible.
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Chennai, 28 Oct

2026: Sigma
Advanced Systems
Limited has secured an
order valued at USD
102.23 million ( INR
973.64 cr) for the
manufacture and
supply of Base Bleed
(BB) Units for a NATO
customer, with execu
tion scheduled over a
period of 12 months.
The order marks a
significant milestone in
the company’s strategy
to expand its capabi
lities across the 155
mm artillery ammuni
tion manufacturing

value chain.

As Sigma continues

to strengthen its

defence manufacturing
capabilities, the
addition of Base Bleed
Units builds on its
existing capabilities in
155 mm artillery shells
and fuzes. This
progression reflects the
company’s strategy to
deepen its manufac
turing expertise,
expand its product
portfolio and develop a
more integrated
offering for the global

artillery ammunition

market.

A Base Bleed Unit
is a specialised ammu
nition component
designed to improve
the aerodynamic perfor

mance of artillery

\l.q

SIGMA ADVAN

/g

CED SYSTEMS

(Formerly Megasoft Limited)

projectiles and extend
their effective range.
Integrated into the rear
section of an artillery
shell, the unit generates
a controlled flow of gas
during flight, reducing
the aerodynamic drag
caused by the low-
pressure region behind
the projectile. Base
Bleed technology is
widely used in modern
155 mm artillery
ammunition and plays

an importantrole in

enhancing the range
and operational
effectiveness of long-

range artillery systems.

The order streng
thens Sigma’s position
within the artillery
ammunition manufac
turing ecosystem and
represents another step
towards establishing
comprehensive in-
house manufacturing
capabilities for
advanced 155 mm

artillery ammunition.

ANTALA INDUSTRIES REPORTS ¥30.11 CRORE REVENUE,
¥4.19 CRORE PAT IN H1 FY27; IPO OPENS OCT 29

Chennali,
2026: Antala
Industries Limited, a
Rajkot-based manu
facturer of BOPP
laminated bags and
polypropylene (PP)
woven packaging
products, will launch
its ¥23.33 crore Initial
Public Offering (IPO)
on October 29, 2026,
closing on November
2, 2026. The entirely
fresh issue comprises
34.82 lakh equity
shares, priced at
%6367 per share, and
the company proposes
to list on the BSE SME
platform on November
5, 2026. Vatsa Capital
Venture Pvt. Ltd. is the
book-running lead

manager, while

Ltd. is the registrar.

For the six months
ended September 30,
2026, the company
reported revenue from
operations of 30.11
crore, total revenue of
%30.20 crore, EBITDA
of ¥5.76 crore and
profit after tax (PAT) of
%4.19 crore, with an

EBITDA margin of
19.12%.

In Fy2025 -26,
revenue from
operations stood at
247.40 crore, EBITDA
at 6.15 crore and PAT
at ¥4.24 crore,
compared with X331.85
crore revenue, 32.83
crore EBITDA and

%1.81 crore PAT in

September 30, 2026,
total assets stood at
334.88 crore and net

worth at¥22.17 crore.

Antala Industries
manufactures packag
ing products for food
processing, agricul
ture, fertilisers, chemi
cals, construction
materials, animal and
pet food, and other
industries. Its inte
grated manufacturing
facility at Veraval
(Shapar), Rajkot
district, handles
printing, weaving,
lamination, cutting,
stitching and finishing.
The company serves
multiple Indian states,
with Gujarat contri

buting approximately

28 Oct Bigshare Services Pvt. FY2024-25. As of 70.01% of geographic

revenue and West

Bengal 23.57%.

IPO proceeds will
support working
capital require ments,
machinery-related
capital expendi ture
and general corporate
purposes. The
company is led by
promoters Rajesh
kumar Chandulal
Antala and Pankaj
kumar Chandulal
Antala and was
incorporated on August
5, 2024, followed by a
corporate restructuring
in September 2025
involving the integra
tion of operations and
assets associated with

Diya Overseas and

Shree Industries.

LAUNCH OF YARD 142, AND KEEL
LAYING OF YARD 144 AND 148

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Launching of
first Sullage Barge
(Yard 142), Keel
Laying of third Sullage
Barge (Yard 144), and
Keel Laying of first
Bottom Opening
Dumb Barge (Yard
148) were held on 26
Oct 2026 at M/s
Suryadipta Projects Pvt

Ltd, Thane. Chief

Guest for the
Launching and Keel
Laying Ceremony was
RAdm Kapil Mehta,
Assistant Controller of
Warship Production
and Acquisition

(ACWP&A).

The contract for
construction of Four
300T Sullage Barge

and Three Bottom

Opening Dumb Barge
was concluded with
M/s Suryadipta
Projects Pvt Ltd,
Thane, an MSME
Shipyard, in Nov 2024
and Jan 2026 respe
ctively. These Barges
have been indige
nously designed and
built by the shipyard in

collaboration with an

Indian Ship Design

firm and Indian
Register of Shipping
(IRS) respectively. The
Barges will aid in
operations of Indian
Navy platforms and
compliance with
MARPOL regulations.
These Barges are proud
flag bearers of Make in
India and Aatmanir
bhar Bharat initiatives

of Govt of India.
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NEUBERG ANAND LAUNCHES SIX WELLNESS SHOOTING WRAPPED FOR NAVEEN CHANDRA’S
CENTRES IN BENGALURU WITH MS DHONI

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Neuberg Anand
Health Checkups, in
association with NM
Medical, launched six
Comprehensive Health
Checkup and Wellness
Centres at Shivaji
Nagar, Old Airport
Road, Kasturi Nagar,
HSR, Electronic City
and Whitefield, in the
presence of MS Dhoni
at Taj West End,
Bengaluru. The centres
integrate radiology,
pathology, cardiology,
gastroenterology,
dental care, ophthal
mology, audiometry
and genomics to
support personalised
healthcare, preventive
screening, early diag
nosis and predictive
wellness. Neuberg also
announced the pre-
launch of Atlas Longe
vity, an initiative
focused on persona

lised health insights,

healthy ageing and

long-term wellbeing. 9

During an inter

active session, MS

Dhoni highlighted the ==

importance of regular
health checkups,
fitness and understand
ing one's health as one
grows older. He
emphasised consis
tency, listening to the
body and taking timely
preventive measures.
Speaking about his IPL
future, he indicated
that his decision to play
another season would
depend on his fitness
and medical assess
ments. Dr GSK Velu,
Founder, Chairman &
Managing Director,
Neuberg Diagnostics,
said the initiative aims
to identify health risks
early and make
predictive, preventive

and personalised well

ness more accessible.

ntion.

<

diberg &

——
Dr Sujay Prasad, Chief
Medical Director,
Neuberg Diagnostics,
highlighted the role of
advanced pathology,
genomics and inte
grated clinical specia
Ities in personalised
risk prediction and

early diagnosis.

Dr Nilesh Shah,
Chairman, NM
Medical, Mumbai, said
the collaboration com
bines NM Medical’s
three decades of
experience in compre
hensive health check
ups with Neuberg
Anand’s expertise in
pathology, genomics
and integrated diag

nostics to deliver next-

RELLTH CHECEUPS

MM MEDICAS
generation wellness
services in Bengaluru.
Headquartered in
Chennai, Neuberg
Diagnostics operates
across India, the UAE,
South Africa, Sri
Lanka and the USA,
with over 200 CAP-
and NABL-accredited

labora tories.

The group offers
more than 6,000
varieties of patholo
gical and radiological
investigations,
processes 30 million
tests annually and
serves over 250 cities
globally, with home
collection services
covering more than

5,500 pin codes.

CONCLUSION OF 33rd EDITION OF SINGAPORE-INDIA
MARITIME BILATERAL EXERCISE (SIMBEX-2026)

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: The 33rd edition
of the Singapore-India
Maritime Bilateral
Exercise (SIMBEX-
2026), hosted by the
Indian Navy at Visakha
patnam, concluded on
26 Oct 2026. The
exercise further streng
thened the long
standing maritime
cooperation and opera
tional engage ment
between the Indian
Navy and the Republic
of Singapore Navy
(RSN).

As part of the
bilateral engagement,
Colonel Bertram Ang,
Fleet Commander of
the RSN,
RAdm Vishal Bishnoi,

called on

Flag Officer Command
ing Eastern Fleet, and
exchanged profes
sional views on streng
thening maritime
cooperation between

the two countries. The

meeting provided an
opportunity to discuss
matters of mutual

interest.

SIMBEX-2026 was
conducted in two
phases. The Harbour
Phase featured Subject
Matter Expert Exchan
ges (SMEEs), cross-
deck visits, profes
sional inter actions,
sporting engagements
and planning confe
rences, facilitating the
exchange of opera
tional knowledge and
enhancing mutual
understanding. The
Sea Phase in the Bay of
Bengal involved
Maritime Interdiction

Operations, Anti-

Submarine Warfare

(ASW), Anti-Air
Warfare and Anti-
Surface Warfare drills,
seamanship evolutions
and cross-deck flying
operations, enhancing
coordination and inter

operability between the

participating forces.

The exercise
witnessed the partici
pation of RSN ship
RSS Supreme, a
Formidable-class
stealth frigate with an
embarked SH-70B
helicopter. The Indian
Navy was represented
by the indigenously
built stealth frigate INS
Nilgiri, ASW corvette

INS Kamorta and

participating aviation
assets, including P-8I
and Dornier maritime
patrol aircraft, Hawk
Advanced Jet Trainers
and MH-60R heli
copters. SIMBEX has
served as an important
platform for strengthen
ing bilateral maritime
cooperation, opera
tional interoperability
and professional

engagement between

India and Singapore.

The exercise also
demonstrated the
commitment of both
nations to enhancing
maritime security and
promoting stability in
the Indian Ocean

Region (IOR).

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: R.P. Bala, who
has made his mark in
the film industry in
multiple capacities as a
director, producer and
dubbing director, has
joined hands with
leading cinemato
grapher P.G. Muthiah
to produce a new film
starring Naveen
Chandra in the lead

role.

Naveen Chandra,
who earned wide
spread appreciation for
his impressive perfor
mance in 'Eleven", has
been carefully
choosing the roles he
takes on. His 51st film,
tentatively titled 'NC

51", is centred on a

novel storyline that

promises a fresh

cinematic experience.

Produced under the
banners of R.P. Bala
and P.G.
Muthiah Productions,

Films

the film wrapped up its
shooting in Chennai on
Monday, October 26.
The entire team came
together to celebrate
the successful comple
tion of the shoot and
expressed their happi
ness over the film
taking shape beauti
fully.

Haripriya Roshini,
Bala Saravanan and
Kali Venkat play
pivotal roles in the

film. P.G. Muthiah

handles the cinemato

graphy, while Sakthi
Balaji is composing the
music. Ajay Manoj is in

charge of editing.

The technical crew
includes D. Crawford
as art director, Danger
Mani as stunt choreo
grapher, Mohan Raja
as lyricist and Raja
Nallaiah as sound recor
dist. Nikil Murukan is
handling public rela

tions. Aneesha Reihana

‘NC 51’ DIRECTED BY R.P. BALA

and Hagino Shunsuke
Kevin are as co-

producers.

With the shooting of
'NC 51', starring
Naveen Chandra and
directed by R.P. Bala,
now complete,
producers R.P. Bala
and P.G. Muthiah are
planning to wrap up the
remaining post-
production work and
bring the film to

theatres soon.

“RUDRA DOESN’T PLAY BY THE RULES. THAT’S WHAT MAKES
HER INTERESTING”: RADHIKA APTE ON NETFLIX’S AKKA

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Pernuru has been
ruled by its women for
generations, and then
Rudra walks in. She is
stylish, dramatic and
impossible to read, and
she has no interest in
the order everyone else
has spent a lifetime
protecting. In Rudra,
Radhika Apte,
actress behind Phobia,
Andhadhun,

the

Sacred
Games and Lust
Stories, finds a
character unlike any

she has played before.

“Rudra was a
character that I had
never played before,”
says Radhika. “On the
surface, she is very
dramatic and stylish,
but internally, there is a
lot of complexity to
her. That was some
thing I found

interesting.”

It is a contrast that
runs through the role.
Rudra’s flair is the first
thing anyone notices,
but her ambition is
what drives her. “Rudra
is someone who
refuses to be defined by
the circumstances she

finds
Radhika says. “She is

herself in,”

fierce, has her own
ambitions, and is
willing to challenge the
established order,
which makes her a
fascinating character to

explore.”

Her challenge lands
on Bhavani, played by
Keerthy Suresh, and
the trailer promises a
confrontation between
the two. But Radhika
sees the conflict as
bigger than a fight for
the top spot. “What I
enjoyed about Akka is
that the conflict isn’t

simply about who

holds power; it’s also
about the different
beliefs, loyalties, and
personal stakes that
drive each character,”
she adds. Rudra acts on
her convictions rather
than on any conven
tional idea of right and
wrong, and that is what
keeps her from being a
simple antagonist.
Opposite Keerthy,
Radhika brings a very
different energy, and
the clash between their
characters sits at the

centre of the series.

Akka is written and
directed by Dharmaraj
Shetty and produced by
YRF Entertainment,

with Aditya Chopra,
Yogendra Mogre and
Akshaye Widhani as
executive producers.
The ensemble cast
includes Radhika Apte,
Keerthy Suresh, Tanvi
Azmi, Mahesh
Manjrekar, Anshuman
Pushkar and Monica
Panwar, among others.
Dialogues are by
Hussain Dalal and
Abbas Dalal, music by
John Stewart Eduri,
editing by Sankyukta
Kaza and Saheeb
Bagchi, production
design by Laxmi
Keluskar, costumes by
Sheetal Igbal Sharma
and action choreo
graphy by Sunil
Rodrigues.

Al+ SMARTPHONE ANNOUNCES PRICE HIKE OF UP TO
¥3,000 ACROSS SELECT MODELS FROM NOVEMBER 15

Chennai, 28 Oct
2026: Ai+ Smartphone
today announced a
price increase of
21,000 to 3,000
across select smart
phone models,
effective November

15, 2026. Consumers

can purchase the
smartphones at
existing prices until

November 14.

The revised pricing
will apply to select
variants of the Ait+

Pulse 2 FE, Pulse 2,

Nova 2 5G, Nova 2
Neo 5G, Nova 2 Power
5G, Nova 2 Pro 5G and
Nova 2 Ultra 5G. The
Ait+ NovaFlip 5G will
continue to be

available at 349,999.

The price revision

comes amid continued
increases in component
and input costs. Ait+
Smartphone remains
committed to offering
accessible technology,
reliable performance
and value to Indian

consumers.




