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DHARAPURAM, MADURANTAKAM COUNTING AMID TIGHT
SECURITY. CCTV CAMERAS, SECURITY KEEP CLOSE WATCH

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: The stage is set
for counting o f vote s
tomo r row fo r the
byelections held in
Dharapuram and Madu
rantakam constituen
cies of Tamil Nadu
amid tight security

arrangements.

Counting of votes
for the Dharapuram
(SC) Assembly bypoll
will be held at LRG
College in Tiruppur,
with more than 200
police personnel
deployed to secure the
strong room and

counting centre.

The byelection was
held on October 6, with
320 polling booths set
up across 180 polling
stations in the consti
tuency. A total of 640
Electronic Voting
(EVMs)

Machines

were used.

After polling ended,
all EVMs were sealed
and transported under
police escort to LRG
College near the Tirup
pur District Collecto
rate. Following an
inspection by District
Collector and Return
ing Officer Manish, the
strong room was sealed
in the presence of
representatives of

political parties.

The EVMs have
remained under tight

security ahead of

Friday's counting. As
many as 64 CCTV
cameras have been
installed to monitor the
strong room, counting
centre and the entire
college campus. Five
watchtowers have also

been setup.

A bomb disposal
squad and fire tenders
have been kept on
standby as part of the
security arrangements.
CCTV cameras have
also been installed in
rooms used by political
party agents, with

continuous monitoring

inplace.

Officials said
security arrangements
would remain in force
and be closely moni
tored until the comple

tion of the counting

process.

Meanwhile, a three-
tier security cordon has
been established at the
vote counting centre in
Athur near Chengal
pattu, with 150 police
personnel deployed
and 54 CCTV cameras
installed to monitor
electronic voting
machines (EVMs) used
in the Madurantakam
Assembly bypoll.
Counting of votes will
begin at 8§ am on Friday

(October9).

The Madurantakam
(SC) Assembly consti

tuency recorded

86.26% polling in the
byelection held on
October 6 across 285

polling stations.

Following the
completion of polling,
EVMs were transpor
ted under tight police
security from various
polling stations to the
Integrated Training
Centre for Community
Development at Athur
between Tuesday night
and Wednesday morn
ing. The machines
were subsequently
placed in strongrooms,
which were locked and

sealed.

Chengalpattu
District Collector and
District Election
Officer Veerappan,
along with Superinten
dent of Police Ayman
Jamal and other
officials, inspected the
strongrooms and

reviewed security

arrangements at the

counting centre.
Speaking to
reporters, Collector

Veerappan said three
layers of security had
been established
around the strong
rooms housing the

EVMs.

Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)
personnel have been
deployed in the first
layer, armed Tamil

Nadu Police personnel

in the second layer and
Chengalpattu district
police personnel in the

outermost layer.

The Collector said
54 CCTV cameras had
been installed across
the counting centre to
ensure roundthe-clock
surveillance. Officials
have been assigned to
monitor the camera
feeds on a rotational

basis.

Arrangements have
also been made for
candidates' agents to
remain at the counting
centre and monitor the

CCTV footage.

The Collector said
counting would begin
at 8 a.m. on Friday,
with 14 tables arranged
for counting votes
recorded in EVMs and
two tables for postal

ballots.

Vote counting for
the Madurantakam
Assembly byelection
will also begin at § a.m
be completed in 21

rounds, the said.

The Electronic
Voting Machines
(EVMs)andother
electi o n equipment
used at 285 polling
booths in the consti
tuency have been
securely stored and
sealed at the Centre for
Social Change Train
ing Centre in the Athur

areanear Chengalpattu.

PRIME MINISTER SHARES AN ARTICLE BY FORMER PRINCIPAL
SECRETARY TO THE PM NRIPENDRA MISRA HIGHLIGHTING
PM MODI'S APPROACH TO GOVERNANCE AND LEADERSHIP

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: The Prime
Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, has
shared an article
written by former
Principal Secretary to
the PM, Shri Nripendra

Misra.

In the article, Shri

Nripendra Misra writes
that the Prime Minis
ter's leadership is best
understood through his
method. It highlights
how his focus on
preparation, decisive
action and finding
solutions has shaped
his approach to gover

nance and outcomes.

The Prime

Minister’s Office

posted on X:

“PM @narendra
modi's leadership is
best understood
through his method,
writes former Principal
Secretary to the PM,
Shri Nripendra Misra.

His focus on prepara
tion, decisive action
and finding solutions
has shaped his
approach to gover

nance and outcomes.”

CM VIJAY PRESENTS MEDALS
TO DSP TRAINEES

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Twenty-five
trainee Deputy Super
intendents of Police,
including 11 women,
completed their
yearlong basic training
at the Tamil Nadu
Police Academy, with
Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay present
ing the Sword of
Honour, Chief
Minister's Trophy and
Gold Medal to D.
Aneesh Pradeep for
securing the overall

first position.

The Chief Minister
took the salute at the
passing-out parade of
the 14th batch of
trainee DSPs held at
the Tamil Nadu Police
Academy at Oonaman
cheri in Chengalpattu
district on Wednesday.
He also presented
trophies and medals to
trainees who excelled

in different categories.

Of the 25 officers
who underwent the 52-
week training pro
gramme, 11 were

women and 14 men.

O. Karthika, who
secured the overall
second position, was
presented the Silver

Medal, while P.S.

Divya received the
Bronze Medal for
finishing third. Vijay
also honoured trainees
who performed well in
other categories.The
year-long programme
comprised extensive
indoor and outdoor
training designed to
equip the officers for

field policing.

The trainees were
imparted lessons in
law, investigation tech
niques, the organi
sational and adminis
trative structure of the
State Police, internal
security, intelligence,
community policing,
leadership, communi
cation and law enforce

ment.

They were also
trained in handling
cybercrimes, imple
mentation of the Crime
and Criminal Tracking
Network and Systems
(CCTNS) and the use
of modern technology
in policing. Experi
enced professionals
from the respective
fields conducted the

specialised sessions.

The officers also
underwent a 10- day
forest training

programme with the

Tamil Nadu Special
Task Force (STF),
besides receiving
training in trekking,
swimming, martial
arts, yoga, handling
firearms and driving
vehicles. As part of
practical training, the
officers were deployed
on security duty during
major events, includ
ing New Year celebra
tions, jallikattu and the
Tamil Nadu Assembly
election. Officials said
the deployments
provided the trainees
with field-level experi
ence in crowd manage
ment, security and
policing. Before
proceeding for field
duty, the newly trained
DSPs took an oath in
the presence of
Director General of
Police and Head of
Police Force Mahesh
Kumar Aggarwal.
They pledged to
discharge their duties

fairly and serve people

from all sections of
society without fear,

favour or prejudice.

Assembly Speaker
J.C.D. Prabhakar,
Human Resources
Management Minister
T. Sarathkumar,
Finance, Planning and
Development Minister
N. Maria Wilson,
Artificial Intelligence,
In fo rmation Techno
logy and Digital
Services Minister R.
Kumar, Government
Chief Whip R. Sabari
nathan, MLAs, Chief
Secretary M. Sai
kumar, Additional
Chief Secretary, Home,
Prohibition and Excise,
K. Manivasan,
Director General of
Police Mahesh Kumar
Aggarwal, Director of
Police (Training) and
Tamil Nadu Police
Academy Director (In-
Charge) Rajeev Kumar
and senior Police and
Government officials

attended the ceremony.

PM TO PARTICIPATE IN VALEDICTORY SESSION OF DEPARTMENTAL
SUMMIT ON WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT ON 9TH OCTOBER

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
will participate in the
valedictory session of
Departmental Summit
on Women and Child
Development on 9th
October 2026 at around
4:30 PM at Sushma
Swaraj Bhawan, New
Delhi. He will also
address the gathering
on the occasion. The
two-day Departmental
Summit, being held on

8-9 October 2026, will

witness participation of
political leadership and
officials dealing with
the women and child
development sector
from all States. It is the
second in the series of
Departmental Summits
envisioned by the
Prime Minister to
strengthen cooperative
federalism, foster
collective ownership of
national priorities, and
accelerate outcomes
through closer Centre-

State collaboration.

The Summit will

focus on four themes:

Reimagining
Anganwadi Centres for
better nutrition and

early education

Strengthening the
protection system for

vulnerable children

Women’s safety
through effective imple
mentation of institu
tional and legislative
frameworks. Women’s
empower ment through

enhanc ing the

effectiveness and
outcomes of key

schemes.

The Departmental
Summit model brings
together stakeholders
from the Union and
State Governments to
deliberate on sectoral
priorities, share good
practices, address
implementation
challenges, and agree
on time-bound actions
for improved

governance and service

delivery.
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APPASAMY, VISION 2020 PUT INDIA'S
EYES IN FOCUS THIS WORLD SIGHT DAY

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Marking World
Sight Day 2026,
Appasamy Associates
Private Limited
(AAPL), in association
with Vision 2020: the
right to Sight, India,
organised a series of
eye care awareness
initiatives in Chennai.
The programme
focused on the impor
tance of preventive eye
care, early detection
and timely access to
treatment. It brought
together eye-care
professionals, volun
teers and members of
the community through

a range of awareness

and outreach activities.

The initiative
included the launch of
an Eye Care Awareness
Video featuring former
Indian cricketer and
Vision 2020 India
Goodwill Ambassador,
Shri K. Srikanth. The
video focuses on
glaucoma awareness

and eye donation, with

Shri K. Srikanth urging

people to take pro
active steps towards

protecting their vision.

The programme
also featured conver
sations on cornea
donation and disability
equality, along with the
announcement of the
Lifetime Achievement
Award and Guru
Dronacharya Award by
Vision 2020 India. A
panel discussion
brought together
experts to explore key
issues around eye care,
with a focus on greater
awareness, prevention

and early intervention.

The awareness
programme further
extended to the commu
nity through a Human
Chain Formation
Activity, bringing
together over 350
participants, including
ITI students, AAPL
and Vision 2020 teams,
along with 53 visually
impaired volunteers
from Nethrodaya
Social Service Insti
to

tution, Chennai

encourage commu

nities to pledge for
cornea donation. The
activity was followed
by an Eye Screening
Camp, providing over
400 community
members with access
to eye screening and
encouraging timely
professional consul

tation where required.

Speaking on the
initiative, Senthil
Kumar, CEO, Appa
samy Associates, said,
“Eye health is an
essential part of overall
well-being, yet several
vision-related
conditions can remain
undetected. Through
our World Sight Day
Initiatives, we aim to
take the message of
preventive eye care to
the community and
encourage people to

make regular eye

screening a priority,
which will enable early
treatment when

needed.”

Mr Kuldeep Singh,
President, Vision 2020,
added, “On World
Sight Day, we join the
global community to
highlight the priceless
gift of sight and
recommit to our shared
mission: eliminating

avoidable blindness

and visual impair
ment.”
Through 1its

continued focus on eye
care awareness, accessi
bility and community
outreach, Appasamy
Associates remains
committed to support
ing efforts that promote
early detection,
preventive eye care and
the reduction of
avoidable vision

impairment.

CDS EXTENDS GREETINGS ON
INDIAN AIR FORCE DAY

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: On the occasion
of the 94th anniversary
of the Indian Air Force
(IAF), General NS
Raja Subramani, Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS)
& Secretary, Depart
ment of Military
Affairs (DMA),
extended his greetings
and felicitations to all
personnel of the IAF,
veterans, civilians and
their families. Paying
tribute to the rich
legacy of valour,
professionalism and
he
lauded the IAF for its

selfless service,

sustained operational
excellence and ability
to employ air power
decisively in an

increasingly contested

and technology-driven
battle space. He said
that the theme of this
year’s Air Force Day-
“Indian Airforce:
Infallible, Impervious
and Precise”- captured
the true essence and

ethos of the IAF.

The CDS outlined
that from the skies of
conflict to the skies of
humanitarian assis
tance, the IAF has
always demonstrated
that air power is not
merely about air
combat, it is about
national power,
national resilience and
national service. The
IAF’s performance in

various operations 1is

testament to India’s

strategic prowess and
unwavering commit
ment to safeguarding
the nation’s sove
reignty and security.
He equally commen
ded IAF’s dependable
role as first responder
during Humanitarian
Assistance & Disaster
Relief (HADR) opera
tions, both within the
country and overseas,
earning the trust and

gratitude of all.

Acknowledging the
IAF’s steady progress
towards Jointness,
Aatmanirbharta and
Innovation (JAI), he
appreciated the induc
tion of indigenous
advanced

platforms,

weapon systems and

emerging technolo
gies, along with the
continuous evolution
of operational concepts
and doctrines. He also
appreciated IAF’s parti
cipation in bilateral and
multinational exer
cises, including the
ongoing Exercise
Tarang Shakti that has
helped strengthening
interoperability,
operational prepared
ness and strategic
partnerships. In his
message to all air
warriors, the CDS
exhorted them to
remain steadfast in
their commitment,
remain unwavering in
the face of adversity

and remain purposeful

in every mission.

MORARI BAPU’S BHARAT SWASTIK YATRA TO
BEGIN FROM KANYAKUMARI ON OCTOBER 10

Kanyakumari, 09
Oct 2026: Morari
Bapu’s Bharat Swastik
Yatra from Kanya
kumari to Kedarnath
will begin on October
10. Organised by
Santkripa Sanatan
Sansthan, the first leg
will cover Kanya
kumari, Kalady,
Sringeri, Hampi,
Tuljapur, Omkaresh
war, Jhansi, Mathura,
Kurukshetra, Attari-
Wagah and Jammu
before concluding at
Kedarnath on October

23. The Yatra aims to

highlight the unity of
Bharat and connect its
diverse spiritual and

cultural traditions.

Around 900

devotees will accom [

pany Morari Bapu on
two special trains,
along with spiritual
leaders, Acharyas,
scholars, industrialists,
social leaders and
community represen
tatives from across the
country. The Swastik,
representing well-
being and auspicious

ness, symbolises the

coming together of the
four directions as one
Bharat. The journey
will cover more than
9,000 km across its two

phases.

The second leg of
the Yatra will travel
from Dwarka to

Jagannath Puri from

November 14 to 22,
completing the larger
vision of connecting
the four directions of
Bharat. Ram Katha
and associated
programmes will be
open to all, while free
community meals will
be served at every

destination as prasad.

146 WORLD ATHLETES FROM 21 COUNTRIES LINE UP FOR
INDIAN SUPERCROSS RACING LEAGUE SEASON 3

Pune, 09 Oct 2026:
Indian Supercross
Racing League (ISRL),
the world’s first fran
chise-based Supercross
league, has officially
closed rider registra
tions for Season 3,
attracting 146 athletes
from 21 countries
across its four racing
categories. The line-up
brings together esta
blished international
contenders and India’s
leading Supercross
riders, raising the level
of competition while
creating a stronger
platform for the deve
lopment of Supercross
in India. India accounts
for 30 registrations
across the newly
introduced 250cc —
Group 'A' Foreign
Bikes only - Indian
Futures category as
well as the 250cc India

Asia Mix category.

The international
rider pool is led by
France with 32 registra
followed by
Australia 20,

United States 18, with

tions,

and

further participation
from Indonesia,
Thailand, Germany,
Spain, Switzerland,
Italy, Japan, Canada,
South Africa,
Czech Republic,

the

Sweden, Zimbabwe,
Sri Lanka and Mongo
lia. Spread across 40
riders in the 450cc
International category,
54 in the 250cc Inter
national category, 26 in
the 250cc India Asia
Mix category, the
registrations reflect the
championship's
increasingly diverse

and competitive field.

The Season 3 rider
pool brings together
some of the sport's

most recognised

names. The 450cc Inter
national category
includes Season 2
champion Matt Moss,
Jordi John
Short,

Tixier,
Anthony
Bourdon, Gregory
Aranda and Ryan
Breece, Luke Clout,
Anthony Rodriguez,
while the 250cc Inter
national class features
Reid Taylor, Calvin
Fonvieille, Justin Rod
bell and Nico Koch. In
the 250cc India Asia
Mix category, riders
such as Witsarut
Salangam, Thanarat
Penjan, Athison
Ruadreo, Nakami Vidi
Makarim, Ben Hall

gren, and Muhammad

Athar Alghifari further
add to the depth of
international competi

tion.

Representing India
will be some of the
country's most accom
plished Supercross
riders, including,
Rugved Barguje,
Prajwal Vishwanath,
Shlok Ghorpade and
Ikshan Shanbhag.
Their presence along
side a globally diverse
field is set to deliver
highly competitive
racing while providing
another opportunity for
Indian talent to com
plete against accom
plished inter national

riders on home soil.

PRIME MINISTER SHARES AN ARTICLE
ON INDIA’S BLUE ECONOMY

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026:The Prime
Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi has
shared an article
written by Union

Minister of State Shri

Jitendra Singh.

The article high
lights India’s Blue

Economy as a pathway

to prosperity, sustain
ability and national
strength. As part of the
Sapta-Dhara vision, it
brings together
science, technology
and enterprise to
strengthen livelihoods,
food and energy

security and create new

opportunities for

youth.

The Prime
Minister’s Office

wrote on X;

“India's Blue
Economy is emerging
as a powerful pathway
to prosperity, sustain

ability and national

strength, writes Union

MoS @DrlJitendra
Singh.

As part of the Sapta-
Dhara vision, it brings
together science,
technology and
enterprise to strengthen
livelihoods, food and
energy security and
create new opportu

nities for youth.”

"printed by R.SATHYANARAYANAN and published by R.SATHYANARAYANAN on behalf of R.SATHYANARAYANAN and printed at Chennai Offset Printers No.19/1, 21/2, Kitabath Khan Bhandur street,
Ellis Road, Chennai-600 002, and published at No.11, South Perumal Koil Street, Vadapalani, Chennai - 600 026 Editor R.SATHYANARAYANAN"




Friday

October 09, 2026

HELLO (

niedomadras 1'|I| L ormail.com

Ll NI\.TI.'LINHIF"TH

MADRAS

Daily Moming Newspaper

SAMSUNG ANNOUNCES ‘SAMSUNG WEEK’ 2026: THE FLIPKART SETS THE STAGE FOR THE BIG BILLION DAYS
ULTIMATE AI-POWERED SHOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Samsung India
today announced the
launch of ‘Samsung
Week’ 2026, a festival
bringing together its
connected Al eco
system across Galaxy
Al, Bespoke Al and
Vision AI through
SmartThings, with
exclusive offers and
benefits across its
portfolio. Going live
today on Samsung.
Com, the Samsung
Shop App and at
Samsung Exclusive
Stores, Samsung Week
offers discounts
ranging from 31% to
60%,

cashback of up to INR

along with

25,000, across smart

phones, tablets, lap
tops, wearables, acces
sories, TVs, monitors

and digital appliances.

Aspart of ‘Samsung
Week’ 2026, consu
mers can also access
enhanced warranty

benefits, including a

one-year extended
warranty with an
additional two years at
no additional cost on

eligible products.

Built around the
theme of ‘Your
Companion to Al
Living’,

Week’ 2026 brings

‘Samsung

together Samsung’s Al
experiences across the
devices and products
that are part of consu

mers’ everyday lives.

Galaxy Al supports
more intuitive ways to
communicate, create,
and stay productive,
while Vision Al
enhances the viewing
experience, and
Bespoke AI brings
greater intelligence and
convenience to every
day home routines.
Connected through
SmartThings, these
experiences come to
life across Samsung’s
Al-powered eco

system, helping

consumers experience
a more connected
approach to Al in their
daily lives. The latest
Galaxy devices bring
Galaxy Al experiences
across communication,
productivity, creativity,

and everyday tasks.

During ‘Samsung
Week’ 2026, eligible
consumers can benefit
from the highest online
exchange value* and
any-condition
exchange when upgrad
ng to select Galaxy
devices. Galaxy For
ever also offers eligible
consumers long-term
EMI options, while
multi-bank cashback,
first-purchase rewards,
and loyalty benefits
provide additional

value across Sam

sung’s direct channels.

Consumers can
avail up to 34% off on
select Galaxy smart
phones, including

flagship Galaxy S

series devices, Galaxy
Z Fold8 Ultra, Galaxy
Z Fold8, and a wide
range of Galaxy A
series and Galaxy M
series smartphones.
Customers can also
avail instant bank
discounts of up to INR
10,000”, along with
multi-buy benefits of
up to INR 9,500,
Galaxy Forever
benefits including up to
55% assured buyback

and free Samsung

Care+.

The latest Galaxy
Book series laptops are
available at up to 31%
off, with instant bank
discounts of up to INR
5,000, First-time
purchases on Samsung
.com and the Samsung
Shop App can receive
additional benefits of
up to INR 2,000%,
while eligible custo
mers under the Student
& Corporate Program
can receive up to

10% off.

INDIAN COAST GUARD CONDUCTS 12TH NATIONAL MARITIME SEARCH &
RESCUE EXERCISE (SAREX-2026) OFF PARADIP COAST IN ODISHA

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: The Indian Coast
Guard conducted the
12th National
Maritime Search and
Rescue Exercise
(SAREX-2026) off
Paradip, Odisha, under
the aegis of the
National Maritime
Search and Rescue
Board (NMSARB) on
October 08, 2026.
Under the theme
“Leveraging Techno
logy to Strengthen
SAR Preparedness and
Maritime Safety”, the
exercise brought
together maritime and
aeronautical agencies
to demonstrate
operational readiness,
interoperability and
coordinated response
to mass rescue

operations at sea.

The exercise was
reviewed by Director
General Paramesh
Sivamani, DG, ICG

and witnessed partici

pation from Coast
Guard, Navy, Air
Force, Shipping
Corporation of India,
Directorate General of
Shipping, Fisheries,
Customs, Marine
Police,
Authority, and Odisha

State Administration.

Paradip Port

32 observers from 30
countries also partici
pated in the exercise,
marking a significant
step towards streng
thening international
coopera tion in mari
time Search and
Rescue. Their partici
pation facilitated
exchange of best
practices, enhan ced
global interoper ability
and reaffirmed India’s
role as a dependable
maritime Search and
Rescue partner in the

region.

The assets deployed
included 15 Coast
Guard ships, three

Dornier aircraft, three

Advance Light Heli
copters, one Chetak
helicopter, IAF C-130J
and Mi-17 aircraft, two
Indian Navy ships,
along with civil and
state resources and
shore-based support

units.

The sea drill
simulated a Mass
Rescue Operation
following a concurrent
aeronautical and mari
time distress emerg
ency. As part of the
scenario, a passenger
aircraft carrying 228
persons ditched at sea
near Paradip Port, with
the fuselage impacting
the container vessel

MV Zumba, resulting

in structural damage
and fire.
The exercise

involved activation of
the Incident Command
Post, firefighting
operations, helicopter
evacuations, deploy

ment of life rafts and

air-droppable life rafts,
Jason Cradle and
Gemini recovery,
rescue basket opera
tions and scramble net
procedures. The
exercise also included
a demonstration of
Remotely Operated
Vehicle (ROV)

capability.

SAREX-

reaffirmed

2026
the
collective resolve of
India and its inter
national partners to
build a faster, techno
logy-enabled and
seamlessly coordinated
Search and Rescue
framework, in line with
the vision of SAGAR
and the spirit of
MAHASAGAR.

The exercise
reinforced the principle
that every distress call
must receive a
coordinated response
and every effort
must be made to save

lives at sea.

2026 WITH HIGH-ENERGY KICK OFF IN BENGALURU

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Flipkart, India’s
homegrown e-com
merce marketplace,
kicked off the 13th
edition of The Big
Billion Days (TBBD)
its

at Bengaluru

campus, marking the
start of one of India’s
most anticipated
festive shopping

moments.

Kick-off Cele

brations

The event brought
together Flipkart
leaders and employees
in a high-energy
celebration as teams
across the organisation
prepared for the festive
period. Flipkart leaders
present included
Kalyan Krishna
murthy, CEO, Flipkart
Group; Ravi Iyer, SVP
and CFO, Strategic
Partnerships; Seema
Nair, CHRO; Sakait
Chaudhary, SVP and
Head of Marketplace;

Balaji Thiagarajan,

CPTO; Hemant Badri,
SVP and Head of
Supply Chain; and
Rajneesh Kumar, Chief
Corporate Affairs

Officer.

Speaking at the
event, Kalyan Krishna
murthy, CEO, Flipkart
Group said “The Big
Billion Days has
become a reflection of
India’s growing aspira
tions, bringing together
customers and sellers
at a scale that is unique
to our market. Over 1.4
million sellers across
the country are looking
to take their products to
millions of customers
through the reach and
scale of our supply
chain. With every
edition, that oppor
tunity has reached
further, bringing more
small businesses into
digital commerce and
giving customers
across smaller towns
access to greater

choice. As India’s

aspirations grow,

SO
does the scale of The
Big Billion Days, and
we are proud to be part

ofthatjourney.”

Adding to the
celebrations, Indian
actor Aneet Padda
joined the event at the
Bengaluru campus as
the organisation came
together to mark the
beginning of TBBD
2026.

In a symbolic start
to the festive season,
Hemant Badri, SVP
and Head of Supply
Chain, led a convoy of
Flipkart Wishmasters
at the official flag-off
ceremony, setting the
wheels in motion for

the millions of festive

deliveries that will

make their way to

customers across India.

Celebrating the
People Behind TBBD

The scale of TBBD
comes alive across
Flipkart’s fulfilment
centres, sortation
facilities and last-mile
hubs, where thousands
of frontline team
members work across
functions to support
operations during the
festive period. Daily
huddles, milestone
activities, local initia
tives and employee
recognition progra
mmes are also being
held across locations to
engage teams and
recognise their contri

bution to delivering

festive cheer at scale.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI INAUGURATES
10TH EDITION OF INDIA MOBILE CONGRESS

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
inaugurated the 10th
edition of the India
Mobile Congress
(IMC) today at
Yashobhoomi,
Delhi.

New
Commemorat
ing a deeply significant
national milestone, the
Prime Minister
honored October 8th as
Air Force Day, dedicat
ing his opening
thoughts to the nation's
brave aerial defenders.
He proudly offered his
salutations to the
courageous personnel
safeguarding the
skies."I bow to all our
bravehearts and wish
the country on Air
affirmed

Force Day,”
Shri Modi.

Reflecting on a
monumental personal
milestone, the Prime
Minister shared his

deep gratitude for

completing exactly 25
years of continuous
service as a Head of
Government just the
day prior. He warmly
thanked every citizen
and international friend
who supported him
throughout this natural
journey of public
service."l express my
gratitude to every
countryman and every
friend of India around
the world for their good
wishes,” remarked Shri
Modi.

Highlighting a
wonderful parallel of
longevity, the Prime
Minister celebrated the
10th anniversary of the
India Mobile Congress
while simultaneously
noting the distinct
honor of hosting the
GSMA Board meeting
in the country. He
extended a whole

hearted welcome to the

entire global eco

system of telecom

operators, industry

leaders, academics,

and startups present.

Addressing with a
heavy heart, the Prime
Minister shared the
somber morning news
regarding the passing
of the legendary actor
Nana Patekar. He
praised the brilliant
artist for consistently
winning the audience's
hearts by bringing a
diverse array of
characters to life on
screen. "He was a
brilliant artist who won
the hearts of audiences
through different
characters,” remarked

Shri Modi.

Eulogizing the late
actor's profound
the

Prime Minister descri

national spirit,

bed Nana Patekar as a
fiercely independent
soul whose life was
entirely dedicated to
the honor and glory of
the tricolor. He charac
terized the late actor as
a cinematic revolu
tionary whose sharp
dialogue and powerful
silence relentlessly
struck against societal
evils and anti-national
elements."l pay my
tributes to Nana
Patekar ji and express
my condolences to his
family members and
admirers,” affirmed

Shri Modi.
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‘HAIKU’ TRAILER EMBELLISHES THE FEEL-GOOD ROM-COM
WITH HEARTWARMING EMOTIONS AND CHARMING HUMOUR

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: The season of
feel-good Rom-Coms
continue to find favour
with audiences,
bringing stories filled
with warmth, humour
and emotions to the big
screen. Joining the list
is Haiku, an endearing
romantic comedy that
promises to strike a
balance between
youthful fun and a
meaningful emotional
core. Starring Aegan,
Sridevi and Femina
George in the lead
roles, the film is written
and directed by Yuvaraj
Chinnaswamy and
produced by Dr. D.
Arulanandhu and
Mathewo Arulanandhu
under the banner of
Vision Cinema House.
With
scheduled to hit

the film
theatres worldwide on
October 23, its trailer
has now been unveiled
and is receiving a warm

response.

Running for 145
seconds, the trailer
introduces audiences to
a vibrant college
setting, picturesque
visuals and a love story

at its centre. The film's

intriguing premise

revolves around Mano,

the only boy in a [

women's college,
setting the stage for a

series of humorous and

unexpected situations. &

The trailer gives §

glimpses of the

chemistry, comic situa %

tions and emotional &

under currents that

shape the narrative.

Sridevi, who made a
notable impression
with Court: State Vs
Nobody, catches the
eye with her natural
screen presence, while
Femina George adds
another layer of charm
and elegance to the
proceedings. Together
with Aegan, the lead
cast brings an engaging
energy to the film, with
the trailer offering
glimpses of the relation
ships and situations

that drive the story.

Speaking about
Haiku, actor Aegan
says, “It’s a feel-good
rom-com, but there is a
deeper layer beneath it.
After
#Dorothy,

watching
many
people have changed

their perception and

started looking at the

choices and individua
lity of others with
greater respect.
Similarly, Haiku
conveys a beautiful
message about how
men can change their
perception towards
women and understand
the importance of
respecting them.
However, the film is
not going to preach
anything. It is a fun-
filled entertainer with a
message woven into
the narrative, and 1
believe it will leave a
lasting impression on
audiences after they

step out of the

theatres.”

While Aegan,
Sridevi and Femina
George headline the

film, the ensemble cast

also includes Adirchi
Arun, Subramaniya
Sethu, Adhiyaman,
Mime Gopi and Indhu
mathi Manigandan,

among others.

The music by
Siddhu Kumar
another highlight that
has added to the

18

anticipation surround
ing the film. Hariharan
Ram has penned the
additional screenplay,
while Priyesh Guru
samy handles cinemato
graphy and Sakthi
Praneesh Ptakes care of
the editing. Prem
Karunthamalai over

sees the art department.

B. Sakthivelan of
Sakthi Film Factory is
releasing Haiku across
Tamil Nadu, with the
film set to arrive in

theatres on October 23.

PRIME MINISTER CONDOLES THE PASSING
AWAY OF SHRI NANA PATEKAR Ji

Chennai, 09 Oct
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
today condoled the
passing away of
veteran actor Shri Nana

Patekar Ji.

The Prime Minister
stated that few actors
possessed the intensity,
individuality, and
unmistakable presence
that Shri Nana Patekar
Ji had. Noting that he
brought remarkable
versatility and creati
vity to every role to
give audiences charac
ters that will be remem
bered for generations,
Shri Modi added that
he was equally admired

for his frank and

forthright views, never
hesitating to express

what he believed in.

Reflecting on his
immense contribution
to Hindi and Marathi
cinema, the Prime
Minister  remarked
that his passing leaves
a deep void. He exten
ded his condolences to
his family, friends, and

countless admirers.

In a post on X, the

Prime Minister shared:

"Few actors
possessed the intensity,
individuality and
unmistakable presence
that Shri Nana Patekar
Ji had. He brought

remarkable versatility

and creativity to every
role and gave us
characters that will be
remembered for
generations. He was
also admired for his
frank and forthright
views, never hesitating

to express what he

believed in.

Shri Nana Patekar’s

contribution to Hindi
and Marathi cinema
was immense. His
passing leaves a deep
void. My condolences
to his family, friends
and countless

admirers.

Om Shanti."
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OPPO INDIA LAUNCHES F35 SERIES, BRINGING
INDIA’S GROUP SELFIE EXPERT TO A NEW GENERATION

OPPO F35 Series ™
Group s | E" (o Expert

Coimbatore, 09 Oct
2026:  OPPO has
launched the new
OPPO F35 Pro 5G and
OPPO F35 5G,
marking a decade of
the F Series in India.
The smartphones
feature a SOMP Ultra-
Wide Natural Selfie
Camera with 100°
FOV, Group Seclfie
Expert, 50MP main
camera, Al-powered
imaging and ColorOS
16. The F35 Pro adds
OIS, 8MP ultra-wide
rear camera, 4K video
recording, Dual-View
Video, Al Popout, Al
Remix Collage and
Natural Tone 2.0, while
both models offer Al-
powered features,
5G++ connectivity and
Al LinkBoost4.0.

The F35 Series is
powered by a 6-Year
Durable 8000mAh
Large Battery with

80W SUPERVOOC™
Flash Charge, retaining
over 80% battery
capacity after up to
1,800 charge cycles.
Both models offer
1P66, 1P68, 1P69 and
IP69K water and dust
resistance, Rainstorm
Touch and Military-
Grade Shock Resis

tance.

The OPPO F35 Pro
5G is powered by the
MediaTek Dimen sity
7360 MAX and
features a 6.78-inch
1.5K 144Hz AMOLED
Ultra-Bright Display,
while the F35 5G
comes with the
MediaTek Dimensity
6360 MAX and a 6.57-
inch FHD+ 120Hz

AMOLED display.

The F35 Pro is
available in Sunrise
Orange, Wave Blue
and Twilight Brown,

while the F35 comes in

F35 Pro ™ Own at
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Wave Blue, Titanium

Grey and Mist Pink.

The OPPO F35 Pro
5@ starts at 345,999 for
6GB+128GB, 349,999
for 8GB+128GB and
354,999 for 8GB+
256GB. The OPPO
F35 5G
38,999 for 6GB+
128GB and 342,999 for
8GB+128GB. Both
will be

starts at

models

available from October

11, 2026, through

OPPO
India E-Store, Flipkart

offline stores,

and Amazon.in.Festive
offers include up to
10% instant cashback,
exchange bonus, zero
down payment, no-cost
EMI, 50%
OPPO Enco Buds 3

off on

Pro+, and a free one-
year extended warranty
with additional
discounts on protection

plans.

AAKASH EDUCATION SERVICES LIMITED (AESL) LAUNCHES AAKASH
INVICTUS - ENGINEERING 2.0, STRENGTHENING ITS JEE ECOSYSTEM
WITH INVICTUS-LED HIGH- PERFORMANCE ACADEMIC ARCHITECTURE

09 Oct
Aakash

Chennai,
2026:
Education Services
Limited, one of India’s
leading test-prepara
tion providers, has
announced the streng
thening of its Engi
neering preparation
ecosystem through
Aakash INVICTUS-
Engineering 2.0, a new
performance-driven
academic architecture
designed to create a
structured pathway for
students preparing for
JEE Main, JEE
Advanced and State
CETs.

A 360-degree prepa
ration experience, built

onsix pillars

Students will see the
INVICTUS difference
at every step in the
classroom, in their
books, in their tests,
and in the mentorship
they receive. The

program stands on six

pillars:

Outcome-Focused

Academic Approach: i

Every class, practice

session, and revision

cycle is planned with
one aim — the best
possible rank in JEE
Advanced, JEE Main,
BITSAT, and state

engineering entrance

€xams.

Rank-Proven
Faculty Team: The
faculty team is Aakash
INVICTUS’s greatest
strength. It is this
academic team that has
elevated the INVIC
TUS curriculum,
books, and testing

Mechanism.

Scientifically Desig
ned & Research-
Backed Study Mate
rial: The books have
been rewritten by this
academic team using
learning science and
deep research into

exam patterns, taking

students step by step

from basic concepts to

the toughest problems.

Intelligent Testing.
Deep Analysis: A fully
redesigned testing
mechanism including
testing frequency,
depth and rigor where
every test gives the
student a clear picture
of strengths, gaps, and
the exact areas to

improve.

A Transparent
Growth Map: Students
and parents can clearly
see where the student
stands today and the
path to where they

want to reach.

Mentorship & Eco
system Beyond the

Classroom: Conti

nuous mentorship
including JoSSA
Counselling Guidance,
doubt support, and
guidance that stay with
the student well
beyond classroom
hours, so that no

student is left behind.

With the national
launch, Aakash INVIC
TUS also introduces
four focused Batches --
Ace, Achiever, Accele
rator, and Apex. Each is
an equally strong path
way, shaped around
how a student learns
best and their aspira
tion. The purpose of all
four is the same: to
make sure every
student reaches their
maximum potential in

a stress-free manner.




