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MADURANTAKAM, DHARAPURAM TURNOUT CROSSES 60% BY
MID NOON. VIJAY WAVE ENSURES HIGH TURNOUT IN TN BYPOLLS

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Polling in the
crucial byelections to
the Madurantakam and
Dha rapu ram A s
sembly constituencies
gathered momentum
on Tuesday, with voter
turnout crossing the 60
per cent mark as the
day progressed,
reflecting strong voter
interest after an intense
fortnight of campaign
ing by the major

political parties.

The brisk polling,
particularly in the first
half of the day,
provided an encourag
ing picture for the
ruling TVK as well as
the principal opposi
tion AIADMK and
DMK, all of which had
mounted an aggressive
campaign to win the
two closely watched

constituencies.

Polling began at 7
a.m. amid tight security
arrangements. By 11
a.m., Madurantakam
had recorded 35.55 per
cent polling and
Dharapuram 37.28 per
cent. The turnout
picked up steadily
through the afternoon,
eventually moving

beyond the 60 per cent

mark.

Vijay criss-crosses

constituencies

Chief Minister C.

Joseph Vijay emerged
as the pr1n01pal
campaigner for the

TVK, crisscrossing

both constituencies |

during the hectic
campaign and
addressing a series of
roadshows and public

meetings.

Vijay's roadshows
attracted large and
enthusiastic crowds,
giving the TVK leader
ship considerable
confidence ahead of
the polling. Party
workers and supporters
lined the roads at
several places as the
Chief Minister sought
votes for the party
candidates and projec
ted the by-elections as
an important test of
public support for the
ruling party.

The sustained
campaign by Vijay
over the past two
weeks also helped keep
the two constituencies
in the political spot
light. His repeated
appearances and direct
interaction with voters
generated considerable

enthusiasm among

TVK cadres.

The A TADMK and
DMK also left no stone
unturned. Senior
leaders and cadres of
both parties undertook

intensive campaigning,

holding roadshows,

public meetings and
door-todoor campaigns
in an effort to consoli
date their respective

voter bases.

49 candidates in

fray

In Madurantakam,
27 candidates are
contesting. They
include Maragatham
Kumaravel (TVK),
Parandhaman (DMK),
Kanitha Sampath
(AIADMK), Sugandhi
(CPI-M), Janakiraman
(NTK) and Indepen

dents.

In Dharapuram, 22
candidates are in the
fray, including Sathya
bama (TVK), Suganya
(DMK), Bhanumathi
(ATADMK), Lakshma
nan (CPI) and Karthika
(NTK).Minor glitches
atbooths.

Though polling was
largely peaceful, minor
glitches were reported
at a few polling
stations. Delays in
commencing polling
and technical issues at
some booths caused
brief tension and

prompted voters to

wait for some time.

Election officials
moved quickly to
address the complaints
and restore normal
polling. The disrup
tions did not have a
major impact on the

overall voting process.

Multilayered
security. Elaborate
security arrangements
were put in place
across both consti
tuencies to ensure that
polling remained

peaceful and orderly.

Security personnel
were deployed at
sensitive and vulne
rable polling stations,
while police teams
maintained a visible
presence around poll
ing centres. Movement
around the booths was
closely monitored and
arrangements were
made to prevent
crowding and any
possible confrontation
between rival party

supporters.

Brisk polling was
also reported from
Thattanchavady cons

tituency in Puducherry.

Counting begins at
8 a.m.

October9.

on Friday,

PRIME MINISTER SHARES AN ARTICLE ON HOW INDIA’S WATER-GOVERNANCE
MODEL IS OFFERING USEFUL LESSONS FOR THE WIDER GLOBAL SOUTH

about good planning, meet growing water systems and involving

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: The Prime
Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, today,
shared an article on
how India’s water-
governance model is
offering useful lessons
for the wider Global
South. Shri Modi said
that water security is

not only about building

infrastructure but also

strong local systems
and involving commu
nities in managing

water.

“India's journey
from water reforms in
Gujarat to large-scale
national programmes
offers a practical
example for countries
looking to improve

water management and

needs”, Shri Modi

remarked.

Shri Modi posted on
X; From India, a water-
governance model is
offering useful lessons
for the wider Global
South. Water security
is not only about
building infrastructure
but also about good

planning, strong local

communities 1in

managing water.

India's journey from
water reforms in
Gujarat to large-scale
national programmes
offers a practical
example for countries
looking to improve
water management and

meet growing water

needs.

VIJAY SEEKS RELEASE OF 20
TN FISHERMEN, 270 BOATS

07 Oct
2026: Chief Minister

Chennai,

C. Joseph Vijay urged
the Centre to immedi
ately intervene and
secure the release of 20
Tamil Nadu fishermen
currently in Sri Lankan
custody and retrieve
270 fishing boats
seized by the island
nation, saying repeated
arrests were causing
serious distress among
fishing communities

along the State's coast.

In a letter to Union
External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar,
Vijay sought his
personal intervention
in the issue and
requested the Union
Government to take up
the matter with the Sri
Lankan Government

through diplomatic

channels.

Highlighting the
latest incident, the
Chief Minister said
nine fishermen from
Rameswaram were
arrested by the Sri
Lankan Navy on Oct 3.
Their mechanised
fishing boat bearing
registration number
IND-TN-10-MM -

0457 was also seized.

Vijay said the
continued arrest of

Tamil Nadu fishermen

and seizure of their
boats had created
widespread anxiety
and fear among coastal
fishing communities.
He stressed that a
lasting solution was
necessary as such
incidents continued to
recur despite the issue
being taken up on

several occasions.

Fishermen from
Ramanathapuram and
adjoining coastal dis
tricts have traditionally
carried out fishing
activities in the Palk
Strait and depend
heavily on the sea for
their livelihood, he

said.

The Chief Minister
pointed out that fishing
boats were the
principal livelihood
assets of fishermen and
that their prolonged
seizure could push
affected families into
severe economic
distress. The arrest of
fishermen also leaves
their families facing
uncertainty and

hardship until their

return, he added.

Vijay said the early
release and repatriation
of the detained fisher
men, along with the
retrieval of their boats,

was therefore crucial to

EM Vijay Urges U
Minis

Fisherm

Boats Deta

provide relief to their
families and restore

their livelihood.

Referring to the
recurring nature of the
the Chief

Minister said the

problem,

existing institutional
mechanism for
dialogue between India
and Sri Lanka on
fishermen related
issues needed to be

strengthened.

He urged the Union
Government to appro
priately reconstitute
the India-Sri Lanka
Joint Working Group
on Fisheries and

convene its meeting at

the earliest.

The Joint Working
Group should be used
effectively to discuss
the problems faced by
fishermen from both
countries and work
towards constructive
and sustainable

solutions, Vijay said.

ion External Affairs

ter J:uishunqu to Secure Early

-
Wy

W

en & 270 Fishing
ed by Sri Lankan Navy

The Chief Minister
stressed that regular
dialogue through the
institutional mecha
nism could help
address recurring
disputes involving
fishermen and prevent
incidents that affect the
livelihood and security
of coastal commu

nities.

Heurged Jaishankar
to immediately take up
the matter with the Sri
Lankan Government
and initiate all
necessary diplomatic
measures for the early
release and repatriation
of the 20 Tamil Nadu

fishermen presently in

custody.

Vijay also sought
urgent steps to retrieve
all 270 fishing boats
seized by Sri Lankan
authorities, stressing
that their return was
vital for the affected

fishermen to resume

their livelihood.

CM VIJAY TO ATTEND DSP
PASSING-OUT PARADE AT VANDALUR

07 Oct
2026: Chief Minister

Chennai,

C. Joseph Vijay will
attend the passing-out
parade of the 14th
batch of trainee Deputy
Superintendents of
Police (DSPs) at Vanda
lur on Wednesday and
present medals and
trophies to outstanding
trainees. The passing-
out parade, organised
by the Tamil Nadu

Police Academy, will

be held at its campus at
Oonamanchery near
Vandalur at 4 pm on
Oct 7. The Chief
Minister will receive
the cere monial salute
from the trainee DSPs
and review the parade.
He will later present
trophies and medals to
trainees who excelled
during the training

programme.

Director General of

Police and Head of
Police Force Mahesh
Kumar Agarwal will
deliver the welcome
address, while Addi
tional Chief Secretary,
Home, Prohibition and
Excise Department,
Manivasan will give an

overview of the

training programme.

The Director
General of Police

(Training), who is also

holding additional
charge as Director of
the Tamil Nadu Police
Academy, will deliver
the vote of thanks.
Ministers, Members of
Parlia ment, Members
of the Legislative
Assembly, representa
tives of local bodies
and Senior Govern
ment and Police
Officials are expected
the

to attend

programme.
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ASIAN PAINTS WOOD ADHESIVES LAUNCHES HYDRONAA
AND ULTRAA WITH RECORD-SETTING WOODEN MOSAIC

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Asian Paints
Wood Adhesives has
launched Asian Paints
Hydronaa and Asian
Paints Ultraa, two new
wood adhesive
products designed for
durability, ease of use
and performance. To
mark the launch, 250
distributors from
across India created a
384 sq. ft. wooden
mosaic, which has
been recognised by the
Asia Book of Records
as the ‘Largest Wooden

Mosaic Artwork

Created by an

Organization’.

The mosaic was
created using indi
vidual wooden panels
assembled with Asian
Paints Hydronaa,
highlighting the
product’s waterproof
bonding capabilities.
Hydronaa features
advanced waterproof
polymer technology,
high bond strength,
easy application and
10% higher coverage,
while Ultraa offers
improved coverage,

spreadability, bubble

AN,

11 8IS &8

repairability and bond
strength for everyday
woodworking applica

tions.

Amit Syngle, MD &
CEO, Asian Paints
Ltd., said the initiative
celebrates the
company’s distributor

partners and their

contribution to the

O

b

brand’s journey. He
added that bringing
250 distributors
together to create a
single artwork reflects
the belief that
individual strengths
can come together to
create something
greater, while marking

the launch of Hydronaa
and Ultraa.

AFFORDABLE FESTIVE SHOPPING PICKS
AVAILABLE ON AMAZON BAZAAR

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Amazon Bazaar
is showcasing a
selection of affordable
products priced under
3300 as part of the
Amazon Great Indian

Festival 2026.

The range covers
fashion, beauty, home
décor and electronics,
offering customers
options for festive
shopping, home styling
and gifting.

Amazon Bazaar
offers more than 3
crore products to

choose from. During

the Great Indian
Festival, customers can
avail up to 70% off
across categories,
along with extra
cashback. A 10%
instant discount is also
available on SBI Credit
and Debit Cards and

EMI transactions.

The home décor
range includes a
Flower Vase for Home
& Office Décor priced
at99, an Acacia Wood
Serving Tray at 3240
and Sehaz Artworks

Wall Hanging Décor at
X238. The Murphy

LED Outdoor Up/
Down Wall Light,
priced at 3235, is
another option for
adding a festive touch

to living spaces.

For everyday
beauty needs, the
POVATO 3D Detang
ling Hair Brush is
available for X149. The
selection also includes

a Hearts Print Ceramic

Coffee Mug atX169.

In electronics,
Wireless Bluetooth
Neckband Earphones
are priced at 3299,

while the Portronics

Toad 23 Wireless
Optical Mouse is
available at3256.

Fashion options
include a Women’s
Black Floral Print
Peplum Top at 265
and a Men’s Solid
Linen-Cotton Shirt at
3298.

Amazon Bazaar,
available exclusively
on the mobile
application, offers a
curated range of
budget-friendly
products along with

features such as “Buy

More, Save More.”

DRI CRACKS DOWN ON CROSS-BORDER GOLD SMUGGLING ALONG INDO-

BANGLADESH BORDER; SEIZES OVER 8.3 KG FOREIGN-ORIGIN GOLD; 4 ARRESTED

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Continuing its
sustained crackdown
on organised gold
smuggling, the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has
seized around 8.3 kg
foreign-origin gold
valued at approxi
mately Rs. 12.37 crore
in intelligence-led
operation in an opera
tion along the Indo-
Bangladesh border.
Four persons have been
arrested in connection

with the smuggling

activities.

In a significant

intelligence led
operation DRI officers
mounted surveillance
along the Indo-Bangla
desh border in Cooch
Behar District and on
05.10.2026 intercepted
four individuals travel
ling on two motor
cycles along the route
from the Indo-Bangla
desh border at Chow
dhurihat to Cooch
Behar. A personal
search of the suspects
led to the recovery of
gold biscuits, which
were concealed in
specially tailored cloth

waist belts worn by two

ofthem.

A total of 72 gold
biscuits, each
weighing 116 grams,
were recovered from
the possession of the
said four persons. The
total foreign origin
gold weighing around
8.3 kg valued at
approxi mately 12.37
crore was seized under
relevant provisions of
Customs Act, 1962 and
all the four persons
involved were arrested.
Further investigations

are underway.

The operation was a
culmination of long

discreet surveillance

EEI R

done by DRI officials
along the Indo-
Bangladesh Border in
Cooch Behar district.
DRI remains steadfast
on dismantling orga
nised gold-smuggling
networks operating
through cross-border
corridors. And identi
fying the wider syndi
cates behind the move

ment and distribution

of smuggled gold.

INDIA’S PROTEIN PARADOX: AWARENESS IS RISING, BUT CONSUMPTION
REMAINS A CHALLENGE, FINDS PEPSICO INDIA x EUROMONITOR STUDY

Chennai, 07 Oct

2026: Indian consu
mers are increasingly
paying attention to
nutrition, but aware
ness does not always
translate into dietary
choices. A new study
by PepsiCo India, in
association with
Euromonitor Inter
national and the Indian
Institute of Millet
Research (IIMR)
studies how consumers
think about protein,
fibre and oats, and what
can make better nutri
tion more practical and

accessible.

Titled ‘The State of
Protein & Fibre in
Urban India’, the study
surveyed 1,250 respon
dents aged 18—50 years
across Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Kolkata
and Kochi, examining
protein and fibre
awareness and intake,
lifestyle and breakfast

habits, factors influ

encing dietary choices,
perceptions of oats and
overall health orien

tation.

Some key findings
from the study are:

Awareness doesn’t
always mean under
standing: While 74%
of consumers claim to
be aware of their daily
protein requirements,
56% are misinformed -
either unaware, unsure
or unable to accurately
identify their daily

requirement.

Protein is falling
short on the plate: 70%
of respondents
consume less than 41g
of protein, well below
recommended intake
levels, with the intake
gap seen across all five

cities surveyed.

The knowledge gap
is even wider for fibre:
While 59% claim to
know their daily fibre

requirement, 89% are

misinformed, with
only 11% accurately
identifying the

recommended intake.

Fibre intake falls
short across cities and
generations: 61%
consume less than
recommended daily
fibre intake levels, with
the gap rising to 65%
among Gen X,
compared with 58%
among Gen Z and

Millennials.

Consumers want
protein to fit more
naturally into everyday
eating: Around 9 in 10
consumers across gene
rations wish adding
protein to their diet felt
easier and more
natural, while 89%
want protein in more
familiar, every day
formats. Cost and
convenience are hold
ing protein consump
tion back: 60%
high cost, while 57%

cite

point to a lack of

convenient, credible
protein-focused food

options as key barriers.

For fibre, access to
the right options is an
even bigger barrier:
69% say there is a lack
of convenient, credible
fibre-focused food
options, rising to 74%
in Kochi, 72%
Kolkata and 71% in

in

Mumbai.

The study was
unveiled at an event
supported by the
Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII),
bringing together
voices from nutrition,
public health and
industry.

Anchored in the
study findings, the
discussion explored the
gap between nutrition
awareness and consum
ption, and the need to
make better nutrition
more accessible,
familiar and easier to

consume every day.

INTERIO BY GODREJ LAUNCHES WORKSCAPES, A MODULAR WORKPLACE SOLUTIONS
CATEGORY DESIGNED TO ADAPT TO EVOLVING ORGANISATIONAL NEEDS

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Interio by
Godrej announced the
launch of Workscapes,
a modular workplace
solutions category
designed to help
organisations create,

adapt and evolve their

workspaces.

The category brings
together mobile,
compatible furniture
and support elements
that can be configured
across different work
modes and spatial
needs, enabling
flexible workplaces
without the constraints
of fixed layouts.

Workscapes 1is
expected to contribute
10% to Interio by
Godrej’s B2B and
institutional business
in FY27. The portfolio

brings together

Collaboration Tables,
Privacy Solutions,
Mobile Markerboards
and Space Dividers,
Power Solutions,
Storage and Support
Elements, Meeting and
Presentation Tools, and
Seating Elements,
supporting a range of
work modes including
focused work, collabo
ration, informal discus
sions, presentations,
hybrid meetings and

conferences.

Built on adapt
ability, modularity and
user-led space confi
guration, Workscapes
brings together a range
of complementary
elements designed to
create cohesive and
flexible workplace

environments.

The range can be

adjusted, expanded and

recon figured without
structural changes,
allowing users to shape
spaces around evolving

work needs.

With softened
geometries, tactile
finishes and visually
quiet forms, the
collection combines
functionality with a
welcoming design

language.

Speaking about the
launch, Sameer Joshi,
Sr. Vice President,
Sales and Marketing,
Interio by Godrej, said,
“As workplaces
continue to evolve,
organisations are
looking for solutions
that offer greater
flexibility while
meeting the functional

and aesthetic demands

of modern offices.

At Interio by

Godrej, we have been
building our B2B
portfolio around these
changing needs, and
Workscapes is our
latest step in this
direction. It brings
together our under
standing of workplace
design, functionality
and adaptability in a
modular ecosystem
that can respond to
diverse organisational

requirements.

Designed and
developed in India,
Workscapes reflects
our focus on indi
genous design and our
ability to create work
place solutions that are
relevant to Indian
businesses, while
creating environ ments
that are welcoming,
functional and ready to

evolve with the future

ofwork.”
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FLIPKART INVESTS IN TRAVCLAN TO STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL OFFERINGS ON CLEARTRIP AND FLIPKART TRAVEL

Bangalore, 07 Oct
2026: Flipkart, India's
homegrown e-com
merce marketplace,
today announced a
minority stake invest
ment in TravClan, a
global B2B travel tech
platform. The invest
ment will strengthen
international travel
supply and expand the
holiday packages
available to customers
across Cleartrip and

Flipkart Travel.

TravClan powers
outbound leisure travel
with direct supplier
listings across domes
tic and international
destinations. Its tech
platform enables
15,000+ travel agents

to instantly customize

and book real-time

packages, hotels, and
activities, backed by
24/7 on-ground
customer support. By
integrating TravClan’s
partner network,
technology and desti
nation operations,
Cleartrip and Flipkart
Travel can offer
customers a wider
range of international
holiday packages,
supported by on-

ground assistance.

Nishant Verman,
SVP, Corporate
Development and
Partnerships, Flipkart,
said, "Investing in
TravClan strengthens
our ability to offer
international holiday
packages while

deepening our travel

capabilities. Travellers

today are looking for
more than a flight or
hotel booking. They
want a holiday that is
curated around their
interests and supported
throughout the journey.
TravClan’s supplier
network and destina
tion capabilities will
help us build that
experience across
Cleartrip and Flipkart

Travel.”

Arun Bagaria, Co-
Founder and CEO,
TravClan, said, "India
is becoming one of the
largest outbound travel
markets in the world,
with travellers taking
their first international
trips driving a signifi
cant part of this growth.
The opportunity lies in

making these trips

more affordable while
maintaining reliable
service levels. By
contracting directly
with suppliers and
operating our own
ground teams, we are
able to offer competi
tive prices and delivera
consistent experience.
This partnership with
Flipkart allows us to
take affordable travel
products to millions of
Indians as they embark
on their international
journeys." The funding
will support invest
ment in global supply,
technology and desti
nation expansion as
TravClan scales its
platform and grows its
team across business
development, engineer
ing and destination

operations.

FLIPKART'S BIG BILLION DAYS RETURNS FOR ITS 13TH EDITION ON OCTOBER 9 WITH
RECORD SELLER PARTICIPATION, CONNECTING MORE INDIANS TO THE FESTIVE ECONOMY

Bangalore, 07 Oct
2026: Flipkart, India's
homegrown e-com
merce marketplace,
today announced The
Big Billion Days 2026,
returning for its 13th
edition on October 9.
TBBD will bring
together one of India's
largest festive selec
tions, record seller
participation, Al-
powered shopping
experiences and Flip
kart's most extensive
supply chain network
to date, spanning Ekart
and Flipkart Minutes
across more than 8,200
fulfilment and delivery
facilities nationwide.
Early Access begins
October 8 for Plus,
BLACK and Flipkart

credit card members.

Kalyan Krishna
murthy, CEO, Flipkart
Group, said, "Thirteen
years ago, digital
commerce in India was
a novelty. Today, it is
infrastructure. The Big
Billion Days is perhaps
the clearest annual
proof of that shift: 500
million registered
customers, 1.4 million

sellers, a supply chain

that this year reaches
communities in Leh
and Kargil for the first
time, and nearly 75,000
people entering the
formal workforce
through Flipkart this
festive season alone.
What has changed,
edition after edition, is
who is now part of this
story: sellers from craft
clusters in smaller
cities, first-time
shoppers in Tier 3 and 4
markets accessing
premium products that
were not available to
them before, workers
for whom the festive
season is the beginning
of something larger.
TBBD is not a Flipkart
story. It is an India
story. It is what India
has built, with Flipkart
as one part of it. The
scale keeps growing
because the aspiration

keeps growing. We are

serving that India.”

India's Largest
Festive Selection and
Record Seller Partici

pation

TBBD 2026 will
bring 150 million

products from brands

-

across every category,
from everyday
essentials to flagship
electronics, premium
fashion, beauty, large
appliances and festive
gifting. The 13th
edition will feature the
widest-ever new
launch lineup across
mobiles, large appli
ances, beauty and
personal care, with
1,200-plus fashion
trends at their lowest

prices of the year.

TBBD 2026 will see
the highest-ever
number of participat
ing sellers, with over
60% more transacting
sellers than last year
and 2X new selection

for customers.

The introduction of
0% commission across
all price points for
fashion has brought
75% new sellers onto
the platform ahead of
this edition. More than

2.5 crore units of

Flipkart £

MSME, small seller,
artisan and weaver
products have been
pre-positioned in Ekart
fulfilment centres for
faster festive
fulfilment, giving local
businesses direct
access to 500 million
registered customers

across India.

Supply Chain

Readiness at Scale

Ekart has added 14
million cubic feet of
warehousing space
ahead of TBBD, a 50%
increase in storage
capacity, with automa
tion raising peak
processing capacity by
over 30%. Flipkart has
added over 900 new
delivery hubs and 750-
plus new PIN codes,
including Leh, Kargil
and communities
across the Northeast,
unlocking same-day
and next-day delivery
across more of India

than ever before.

AVIVA LIFE INSURANCE PARTNERS WITH WIZZ FINANCIAL TO
EXPAND ACCESS TO LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS PROTECTION

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Aviva Life
Insurance Company
India Limited, a trusted
insurer committed to
helping customers lead
healthier, more secure
and fulfilling lives, has
announced a strategic
partnership with Wizz
Financial Group
through its premier
travel and lifestyle
service provider, Wizz
Holidays Pvt. Ltd.,
powered by Wizzmoni
Financial Services Ltd.
The partnership aims to
expand access to life
insurance and critical
illness protection for
customers across Wizz

Financial’s ecosystem.

Under the partner
ship, Aviva Life
Insurance proposes to
make available a range
of insurance solutions,

including Aviva

Signature 3D Term
Plan, Aviva 3D Term

Plan — Platinum, Aviva E :

Smart Vital, and Group
Credit Life products.
By combining Aviva’s
life insurance expertise
with Wizz Financial’s
distribution network,
the partnership aims to
make relevant
insurance solutions

more accessible to

customers.

The partnership will
initially focus on
customers accessing
gold-backed credit
through Wizz
Financial’s ecosystem,
providing customers
with access to suitable
insurance solutions
during their borrowing
journey, subject to their
choice and consent.
Over time, the offering

will also extend to

customers accessing

other financial and

travel-related products,
including forex,
enabling customers to
explore appropriate
insurance solutions at
different stages of their

financial journeys.

Commenting on the
partnership, Asit Rath,
CEO & MD, Aviva
Life Insurance, said,
“For insurance to
become more relevant,
it needs to be present in
the moments when
people are actively
making decisions
about their financial
future. A customer

taking a loan is not

simply accessing

credit; they are taking
on a responsibility that
can have implications
for their family as well.
This partnership allows
us to bring protection
closer to that moment

of decision.

As an industry, the
opportunity is to move
insurance from being a
standalone purchase to
a more natural part of
everyday financial
planning. By working
with Wizz Financial,
we aim to make
protection easier to
access, under stand,
and consider as part of
customers’ existing

financial journeys.”

AMPERE EXPANDS RETAIL FOOTPRINT IN
CHENNAI WITH NEW EXPERIENCE CENTRES

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Ampere today
inaugurated MS
Motors and Vinayaga
Motors at Periya
panicheri and Coro
mandel Town respec
tively, strengthening its
retail and service
presence in Chennai.
The new Ampere
Experience Centres
will provide customers
with a comprehensive
sales and service
experience under one

roof, making electric

mobility more acces

sible and convenient
for customers in the

region.

The new Experi
ence Centres will
showcase Ampere’s
electric scooter port
folio, designed to
address a diverse range
of mobility needs and
customer segments. At
the heart of the
portfolio is the Ampere
Nexus EX+, powered
by a new Powerful 5
kW motor and backed

by multiple national

international

and
records demonstrating
its performance across
some of India’s most

challenging terrain.

For families and
value-conscious
customers, the Magnus
GMax brings together
everyday practicality,

connected technology

and affordability, while
the Magnus Neo has
been designed with a
focus on ergonomics
and comfortable
everyday city riding.
The recently launched
Ampere Reo Vyb
extends the portfolio to
younger riders,
including students and

college-goers.

MOD SIGNS RS 661 CRORE CONTRACT TO PROCURE BRAHMOS FIRE
CONTROL SYSTEM AND LAUNCHERS FOR INDIAN NAVY SHIPS

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: The Ministry of
Defence signed a
contract with BrahMos

Aerospace Private

Limited (BAPL) for
procurement of
BrahMos Fire Control
System and Launchers
for Indian Navy ships
under Buy (Indian-
IDDM) Category, on
October 6, 2026 in
New Delhi.

Valued at Rs 661.50
crore, the contract was
inked in the presence of
Defence Secretary Shri
Rajesh Kumar Singh.

With a minimum
68% indigenous
content, the project
encourages active
participation of various
Indian industries

including MSMEs.

The project will

generate employment
over a period of three

years.

It also bolsters
India’s maritime
security architecture
and defence capabili
ties and marks a critical
milestone in the
ongoing efforts to

indigenise advanced

military technology.

The BrahMos

System fitted onboard
various frontline

warships is the Indian

Navy’s primary
Surface to Surface
Missile (SSM) system
for maritime strike
operations. The
weapon system is
capable of targeting
land and sea targets
from extended ranges
with pinpoint accuracy

atsupersonic speed.
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VIDYUT JAMMWAL HOLDS HIS BREATH FOR
15 MINUTES AT STREET FIGHTER EVENT

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Vidyut Jammwal
has left everyone
stunned after he held
his breath for 15
minutes at a special
Street Fighter event in
Mumbai. The actor is
set to play Dhalsim in
Street Fighter, marking
his Hollywood debut.
In the film, the actor
plays the role of a
gaming character
whose superpower is
Yoga and the art of
Kalaripayattu — an
ancient Indian martial

art.

At the special event,
Vidyut not only opened
up about playing the
character but also gave

everyone a look at why

he was the best choice
to play the yogi charac
ter. The actor meditated
on stage with cos
players dressed as
Dhalsims for straight
15 minutes, giving the
world a look at his

yogic super power.

After he completed
his silent meditation,
Vidyut revealed he
used a special
technique of Patanjali
Yoga Sutra, which
helped him not only
hold his breath for 15
minutes but also
achieve greater mile
stones in life. He
revealed he also
teaches this technique
to youngsters. The idea

is to meditate, to

23

understand that things
take time to reach
fruition but if you keep
at it, you will achieve

your goal.

“Main apni younger
generation ko ek baat
bolna chata hu, ruk jao
thoda sa. “How do you
get it?” 1 don’t know
how I got it, because I
stood still. Hum dekh
rahe sab log bhag rahe
hai, yeh karna hai, voh
karna hai,

yeh karna

hai, voh karna hai,

kuch nahi karna hai; ek
baar tham jao, ek baar
ruk jao. That skill will
really really take you
very far. This is what I
can tell you, thank you
for witnessing this,” he
told

generation.

the young

A Paramount
Pictures release, Street
Fighter will be released
on 16 October 2026
across India in English,
Hindi, Tamil and

Telugu.

FLIPKART’S BIG BILLION DAYS RETURNS
FORITS 13TH EDITION ON OCTOBER 9

07 Oct
Flipkart’s Big

Chennai,
2026:
Billion Days (TBBD)
2026 will return for its
13th edition on
October 9, bringing a
wide festive selection,
record seller partici
pation, Al-powered
shopping experiences
and an expanded
supply chain network.
Early Access for Plus,
BLACK and Flipkart
credit card members
will

October 8.

begin on

Kalyan Krishna

murthy, CEO, Flipkart
Group, said that Big
Billion Days reflects
the growth of digital
commerce in India,
with 500 million
registered customers,
1.4 million sellers and
an extensive supply
chain network reaching
more communities
across the country. He
added that TBBD is not
just a Flipkart story but
a reflection of India’s
growing aspirations
and digital commerce

ecosystem.
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This year, TBBD

will feature 150 million
products across cate
gories, while Flipkart
Minutes will offer
more than 77,000
products across 1,400-
plus categories in over
150 cities. Ekart has
also expanded its ware

housing and delivery

inted e

T

network ahead of the
festive season. Al-
powered features,
including personalised
recommendations,
voice and image-based
shopping and conver
sational assistance,
will further enhance
the customer shopping

experience.

PM MEMENTOS BRINGS SIKKIM’S
CULTURAL HERITAGE CLOSER TO CITIZENS

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: The 8th edition
of PM Mementos,
beyond its noble cause
of supporting the
Namami Gange initia
tive, offers citizens an
opportunity to connect
with and own a piece of
India’s diverse cultural

heritage.

Among the
mementos up for
auction in this edition
are two distinctive
artefacts from Sikkim
that offer a glimpse

into the unique artistic

heritage of the state.

The inclusion of these
artefacts places
Sikkim’s heritage on a
national platform,
allowing objects that
were once part of a
ceremonial exchange
to find a new

connection with

citizens and collectors.

One of the featured
pieces is a finely
crafted brass sculpture
of Lord Buddha, which
was gifted to Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi by the Governor
of Sikkim. The second

artefact is a Tibetan

Buddhist tabletop
prayer wheel, or Mani
Khorlo, embossed with
the sacred “Om Mani
Padme Hum” mantra,
reflecting the artistic
and spiritual ethos of

the Himalayan state.

The presence of
these two artefacts in
this year’s auction
speaks to the diversity
of India’s cultural
It also

the

landscape.
highlights
important role that
initiatives such as PM
Mementos can play as

a unifying force,

bringing the country’s
diverse cultural
traditions closer to its

citizens.

The 8th edition of
PM Mementos is
currently live and has
been extended until 31
October 2026.
Proceeds from the
auction will support the
Namami Gange
Project. Interested
bidders can place their
bids online through the
official PM Mementos
e-Auction portal:
https://pmmementos.

Gov.in

CAPACIT’E INFRAPROJECTS LIMITED RECEIVED LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE
(LOA) AMOUNTING TO ¥368.98 CRORE FROM CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED

Chennai, 07 Oct

2026: Capacit’e
Infraprojects Limited
has received a Letter of
Acceptance (LOA) for
amount of ~%368.98
Crore (Rupees Three
Hundred Sixty-Eight
Crores and Ninety-
Eight Lakhs), exclud
ing GST, from Chennai

Metro Rail Limited.

The LOA is for the
construction of Build
ings near Thiruman
galam Metro Station

along the viaduct in

open land parcels
including Civil,
Architectural Finishes,
Plumbing, E&amp;M,
VAC, Lifts and all

associated works.

Commenting on the
development, Mr.
Rahul Katyal, Mana
ging Director,
Capacit’e Infraprojects
Limited said: Capacit’e
Infraprojects is proud
to be associated with
Chennai Metro Rail
Limited. This project

marks a significant

CAPAC

ITET?

milestone in our
journey, further streng
thening our presence in

the public sector space.

The confidence
reposed in our execu
tion capabilities under
scores our commitment
to delivering complex

infrastructure projects

with quality, safety,

and efficiency.

We look forward to
contributing meaning
fully to India’s urban
transport deve lopment
and reinforc ing our
position as a trusted
partner in nation-

building initiatives.”

SRMIST HOCKEY WOMEN’S TEAM WON THE GOLD MEDAL IN THE
DR. J.P. SUKUMAR MEMORIAL STATE LEVEL OPEN HOCKEY TOURNAMENT

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: Our SRMIST
Hockey Women’s
Team Won the Gold
Medal in the Dr. J.P.
Sukumar Memorial
State Level Open
Hockey Tournament
Organized by Madras
National Hockey Club,
held at Mayor Radha
krishnan Stadium,
Chennai on 02nd
October 2026.

Match Results:

MatchO01:

SRMIST Beat
PKR College, Erode

Score: (3-0)
Match 02:

SRMIST Beat
Tamil Nadu Police

Score: (2-1)
Finals:

SRMIST Beat
KOM Puliyampatti,
Erode

Score: (1-0)
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Final Standings:
Winners: SRMIST

Runners: KOM

Puliyampatti, Erode

A Total of Top 8

Teams from Tamil

Nadu Participated in

the Tournament

For further detalils,
please contact: Dr.K.
Govarthanan (Hockey
Team In charge ) -

63744 14335.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA GRACES THE FIRST
CONVOCATION OF AIIMS BILASPUR

Chennai, 07 Oct
2026: The President of
India, Smt. Droupadi
Murmu graced the first
convocation of AIIMS
Bilaspur in Bilaspur,
Himachal Pradesh,
today (October 6,
2026).

Speaking on the
occasion, the President
said that the primary
objective of the
medical profession
should be to serve
humanity. She high
lighted that a sick
person visiting a doctor
carries not only the fear
and uncertainty
associated with their
illness but also hope.
She emphasised that
the empathy and
compassionate beha
viour of doctors gives
courage to the patient,
apart from their

knowledge and skills

that treat the patient.
She urged doctors to
embrace sensitivity
and compassion while
striving for excellence

in their profession.

The President said
that quality medical
care at a minimal costis
the hallmark of AIIMS.
She said that for the
people of the country,
AIIMS signifies
medical treatment by
the nation's most
competent doctors. She
said that many AIIMS
have been established
across various parts of
the country with the
objectives of enabling
a larger number of
people to benefit from
this trust and allowing
more meritorious
students to receive top-
tier medical education

and serve the nation.

The President said

A AN RRG VS
that AIIMS Bilaspur

bears a special respon
sibility due to its geo
graphical location.
Delivering quality
healthcare services on
time to populations
residing in the remote
areas of Himachal
Pradesh is a multi-
faceted challenge. She
said that AIIMS Bilas
pur must emerge as a
premier center for
advanced tertiary
She high
lighted the need to

healthcare.

strengthen healthcare
services in hilly areas
by leveraging telemedi
cine, specialist consul

tations for remote

areas, training of
medical personnel, and
the use of the latest

technologies.

The President said
that for the common
people, bearing the cost
of medical treatment
for a serious illness
imposes a heavy finan
cial burden. To
alleviate this hardship
faced by vulnerable
sections of society, the
Government of India

health

insurance cover of up

provides

to IS5 lakh per family
per year under the
‘Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan

ArogyaYojana’.




