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WILL THE PLAN TO CONSTRUCT THE SECRETARIAT BE SCRAPPED FOLLOWING
OPPOSITION FROM FISHERMEN, THE DMK, THE AIADMK, AND THE GENERAL
PUBLIC? CHIEF MINISTER VIJAY DECIDES TO ISSUE A NEW GOVERNMENT ORDER

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: It 1s reported that
the plan to construct a
new Secretariat at
Pattinapakkam at a cost
0f%1,200 crore is set to
be cancelled due to
opposition from fisher
men, the general
public, and political
parties such as the
DMK and AIADMK.
Information has also
emerged that Chief
Minister Vijay has
ordered officials to
issue a new Govern
ment Order regarding
this decision. A debate
on the demands for
grants for the Police
and Fire & Rescue
Services departments
took place in the Tamil
Nadu Legislative
Assembly on the 3rd.
During the session,
Chief Minister Vijay
made an announce
ment under Rule 110 of
the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly
Rules. He stated, "A
new building complex
comprising the Legisla
tive Assembly and the
Secretariat, equipped
with modern facilities,
will be constructed in
Chennai, spanning an
area of 20 lakh square
feet at a cost 0of 31,200
crore. This modern

administrative

complex will be built

incorporating fire
safety measures,
accessibility features
for persons with
disabilities, and green

building standards.”

"Adequate parking
facilities, conference
halls, public service
centers, and modern
amenities for staff will
be provided. All gover
nment departments
will be integrated
within a single adminis
trative complex," he
said. Following this
announcement, the
Tamil Nadu govern
ment issued a Govern
ment Order on the 9th.
It stated that a total of
25.55 acres of land—
owned by the Tamil
Nadu Housing Board,
the Chennai Corpora
tion, and the Revenue
Department—at Patti
napakkam, Chennai,
had been identified for
the construction of the
new building complex.
The government issued
an order granting in-
principle approval to
construct a new Legis
lative Assembly and
Secretariat complex,
spanning 2 million
square feet and
equipped with all
modern amenities, at

this site. The govern

ment directed the

Public Works Depart
ment to submit a
detailed project report,
including cost

estimates, within three

months.

Fishermen in Patti
napakkam have been
voicing strong opposi
tion for the past week,
claiming that the
construction of the new
Secretariat would
adversely affect their
livelihoods. Residents
from nine local fishing
villages have been
staging various
protests to express their
dissent. Additionally,
several political
parties—including the
DMK, ATADMK,
PMK, CPI, CPI(M),
and Naam Tamilar
Katchi—have opposed
the plan to build the

new Secretariat in
Pattinapakkam.
Meanwhile, repre

sentatives of Chennai
district fishermen have
announced a protest
demonstration for the
29th of this month to
oppose the construc
tion of a new Secreta
riat in the Pattinapak
kam area and to
demand the cancella
tion of the relevant
government order.
Minister Aadav Arjuna

has clarified the details

regarding the plan to
build the new Secre
tariat in Pattinapak
kam. He stated that the
government would not
act against the interests
of the public or the
fishermen. He noted
that the project is
currently in a very
preliminary stage, with
only assessment work
underway; the prepara
tion of a detailed
project report is in
progress, and nothing
has been finalized yet.
Amidst this, reports
have emerged that
Chief Minister Vijay
has ordered the
cancellation of the
government order
issued for constructing
the new Secretariat in
Pattinapakkam. He has
issued instructions to
the Secretary of the
Public Department
regarding this matter.
It is also reported that
he has ordered the early
issuance of a new
government order
containing details
about the newly
site for the

selected

Secretariat.

PRIME MINISTER CONGRATULATES NAOREM ROSHIBINA DEVI
ON WINNING SILVER MEDAL IN WOMEN’S SANDA 60KG EVENT

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
today congratulated
Naorem Roshibina
Devi on winning the
Silver Medal in the
Women’s Sanda 60kg

event.

The Prime Minister
stated that winning

medals in three

consecutive Asian
Games is a noteworthy
achievement. He noted
that her consistency,
courage, and determi
nation are truly
commendable. Shri
Modi further extended
his best wishes to her

for all future endea

vours.

In a post on X, the

Prime Minister's Office

shared:

"Congratulations to
Naorem Roshibina
Devi on winning the
Silver Medal in the
Women’s Sanda 60kg
event. This is a note
worthy achievement
.. winning medals in 3
consecu tive Asian

Games. Her consis

tency, courage and

determination are truly
commendable. Best
wishes for all future
endeavours: PM @

narendramodi"

GOVERNMENT CUTS IMPORT DUTY ON MAJOR
EDIBLE OILS TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO CONSUMERS

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: The Government
of India has reduced
the Basic Customs
Duty (BCD) on major
imported crude edible
oils with a view to
moderating domestic
edible oil prices, provid
ing relief to consumers
and mitigating
inflationary pressures
arising from the sharp
increase in inter

national edible oil

prices.

Accordingly, the
BCD on Crude
Sunflower Oil has been
reduced from 10% to
Nil, while the BCD on
Crude Soybean Oil and
Crude Palm Oil has
been reduced from
10% to 5%. The
Government has simul
taneously reduced the
applicable BCD on the
respective refined
edible oils while
maintaining an import
duty differential of
19.25% between crude

and refined edible oils.

The duty rationali
zation takes into
account the increase in
international edible oil
the

prices and

consequent rise in
domestic landed costs
and retail prices.
Import duties consti
tute an important
component of the
landed cost of imported
edible oils and,
therefore, have a
bearing on domestic

market prices.

The reduction in
BCD on crude edible
oils is expected to
lower their landed cost
and facilitate trans
mission of the benefit
through the domestic
supply chain. The
measure is intended to
provide relief to
consumers while
contributing to the
broader objective of
containing food-price

and overall inflationary

pressures.

The Government
has maintained the
duty differential
between crude and
refined edible oils to
support the utilisation
of domestic refining
capacity and
discourage excessive
imports of refined
edible oils. The
measure is expected to
provide a more level
playing field for
domestic refiners while
supporting continued
value addition within

the country.

Advisory to
Industry for Consumer

Benefit

The Government
has also issued an
advisory to edible oil
associations and
industry stakeholders
to ensure that the full
benefit arising from the
reduction in import
duty is passed on to

consumers.

Industry stake
holders have been
requested to immedi
ately revise their Price
to Distributors (PTD)
and Maximum Retail
Price (MRP) in
accordance with the
reduction in landed
costs. Edible oil
associations have also
been requested to
advise their members
to implement the
corresponding price

reductions without

delay.

The Government
will continue to
monitor developments
in international edible
oil markets and
domestic prices and
will take appropriate
measures, as necessary,
to safeguard the
interests of consumers
while maintaining a
balanced policy
environment for
farmers and the

domestic edible oil

industry.

JAISHANKAR 'REITERATES INDIA'S CONCERNS'
TO RUBIO OVER RUSSIA SANCTION BILL

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and
Foreign Minister S.
Jaishankar discussed
on Wednesday US
measures that could be
leveled against coun
tries that engage econo
mically with Russia
and Iran, with New
Delhi reiterating con
cerns over a sanctions
bill recently signed into
law by President
Donald Trump. Last
week, Trump signed
the bill called the
"Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act of 2026,"
named after former
South Carolina

Republican US Senator

Lindsey Graham. The
bill passed by the US
Congress paved the
way for increased
economic pressure on
Russia over its inva
sion of Ukraine that
began in early 2022.
Rubio and Jaishankar
"discussed sanctions
that could be leveled
against states that
engage economi cally
with Russia and Iran,"
the State Depart ment
said in a state ment
after their meet ing in
New York. Jaishankar
wrote on X he "reitera
ted India's interests and
concerns with regard to
SRIA." India has
previously told

Washington that new

measures to levy tariffs
over the purchase of
Russian oil could
impact bilateral ties.
The bill requires
Trump to impose tariffs
of up to 100 per cent
within 30 days on all
goods imported into
the US from the five
largest importers of
Russian crude oil or
gas as well as any
country that knowingly
made new purchases of
oil or gas 30 days after
the law was enacted or
was among the top five
countries helping
Russia evade sanc
tions. India is among
the biggest buyers of
After

Russian oil.

Russia invaded

Ukraine, India sharply
increased purchases of
discounted Russian
crude. The stepped-up
purchases were partly
the reason Trump
imposed tariffs of as
much as 50 per cent on
Indian goods in August
2025, among the
steepest levied on any
country. India says its
large population and
grow ing economy
need affordable energy
supplies. Indian
analysts say India's
purchases of Russian
oil were not financing
the war on Ukraine but
helping stabilize global
supplies and keeping

domestic prices in

check.




HELLO (&

nelomadrasdallyfgmail.com

Ll MTI-ILIM'IIF‘ITH

MADRAS

Dally Moming Newspaper

Friday,

September 25, 2026

HOMELANE EXPANDS CHENNAI PRESENCE WITH NEW
EXPERIENCE CENTRE IN SEMBAKKAM-TAMBARAM

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: HomelLane,
India’s leading techno
logy and Al-enabled
home interiors brand,
has launched its fourth
experience centre in
Chennai, marking its
entry into the Sem
bakkam-Tambaram
micro-market. Spread
across 1,500 sq. ft., the
centre was launched in
partnership with Yuvaa
Prasath and Tharun
Stephen Raj, further
strengthening the

brand’s presence

across the city.

Inaugurated in the
presence of renowned
South Indian actress
Athulya Ravi, the new
centre offers home
owners an immersive
interior design experi
ence, featuring
modular kitchens,

wardrobes and

complete home interior
solutions. Customers
can explore premium
materials, realistic
displays and persona
lised consultations

under one roof.

Powered by Space
Craft, Home Lane’s
proprietary Al plat
form, the centre
enables customers to
visualise interiors in
3D, receive instant
pricing and experience
a seamless journey
from design to
execution. Home
owners also benefit
from transparent
pricing, predictable
timelines, a 45-day
delivery guarantee, a
10-year material
warranty and end-to-
end project manage

ment.

Commenting on the

launch,
Choudhry, Co-Founder
and COO of Home

Tanuj

Lane, said, “Chennai
has consistently been
an important market
for HomeLane. Our
expansion into Sem
bakkam-Tambaram
brings our technology-
enabled, end-to-end
interiors experience
closer to homeowners
in this growing
residential market.
Through our FOFO
model, we aim to reach
more customers across

India.”

Yuvaa Prasath and

Tharun Stephen Raj

added that the partner
ship would bring
organised, technology-
enabled interior solu
tions to the region’s
evolving homeowner

community.

The launch aligns
with HomeLane’s
nationwide expansion
strategy through its
Franchise-Owned,
Franchise-Operated
(FOFO) model, with
plans to reach 100
studios across India
this year, expanding
access to personalised,
technology-driven
interior

home

solutions.

JSW GROUP UNVEILS ‘TERE SANG BHARAT’, AN ANTHEM
CELEBRATING TEAM INDIA’S RELENTLESS SPIRIT

£
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Mumbai, 25 Sep
2026: As Team India
competes at the Asian
Games 2026 in Aichi-
Nagoya, JSW Group
has unveiled ‘Tere
Sang Bharat’, an
anthem celebrating the
relentless spirit of
Indian athletes and the

nation that stands

behind them.

The campaign
builds on JSW Group’s
longstanding associa
tion with Indian sport
and its partnership with
the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).
Through JSW Inspire,
the Group is Team
India’s Official Sports
Performance and
Lifestyle Partner for
the 2026 season,
supporting the Indian
contingent across the
Glasgow Common
wealth Games and
Asian Games. The 503-
member Indian contin
gent at the Asian

Games 1includes

athletes and support
staff across multiple

sporting disciplines.

At the heart of the
‘Rukna
JSW’s

campaign is
Nahin Hai’,
belief in the relentless
spirit of Indian
athletes. Tere Sang
Bharat gives this belief
a voice through an
anthem film featuring
22 athletes from 11
sporting disciplines,
bringing together
different sporting
journeys, backgrounds
and ambitions in one
powerful expression of

support for Team India.

Speaking about the
campaign, Sukesh
Nayak, Group Chief
Creative Officer,

Ogilvy India, said:

“The idea is simple
and deeply human. The
moment an athlete
wears the India jersey,
they carry the hopes,
love and

dreams,

energy of Bharat. A

T Al

'ltllill

billion people may be
watching from afar, but
in that moment, the
strength of a billion
hearts is with them on
the field, telling them
one thing: Rukna
Nahin Hai.”

Parth Jindal,
Founder & Director,

JSW Sports, said:

“Sport has the
power to bring an
entire nation together.
When our athletes’ step
onto the field wearing
the India jersey, they
carry the hopes,
aspirations and energy
of a billion people with
them. ‘Rukna Nahin
Hai’ is more than a
campaign for us at
JSW. It is a belief in the
relentless spirit of our

athletes. ‘Tere Sang

riw
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Bharat’
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s

gives that
belief a voice,
capturing the emotion
of a nation standing
behind its athletes,

every step of the way.

Through JSW
Inspire, we are proud to
stand alongside Team
India as they give every
thing for the country at

the Asian Games.”

The campaign also
brings the JSW Inspire
Team India jersey into
focus, giving fans an
opportunity to be part
of Team India’s
journey. The jersey
reflects the spirit of
movement, perfor
mance and national
representation that sits
at the heart of JSW

Inspire’s partnership

with the [OA.

SAMSUNG CONNECTS GALAXY WATCH
WITH INDIA’S DIGITAL HEALTH ECOSYSTEM

Chennai, 25 Sep

2026: Samsung
Research Institute-
Noida (SRI-N) is
strengthening health
and wellness capabili
ties across the Galaxy
Watch9 and Galaxy
Watch Ultra2, combin
ing India-specific
software development,
local user testing and

connected digital

health services.

Established in 2007,
SRI-N collaborates
with Samsung’s global
R&D network to
develop software for
Galaxy devices and
wearables. Its contri
butions include Vital

Tracker, Daily Cardio
Load, Hearing Health

and Trail Running,
delivering personalised
insights into users’
health, fitness, sleep

and recovery.

The institute also
validates wearable
software under Indian
conditions. During
testing, engineers
refined auto-cycle
detection after identi
fying false readings
caused by auto-rick
shaws travelling on
bumpy roads, demons
trating how local
insights can improve

Samsung’s global

products.

Beyond wearables,
SRI-N has developed

India-specific

Samsung Health

services, including an
Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission
(ABDM)-compliant
health record with Eka
Care, medication
tracking with Tata
Img, and Find Care
services with Tata Img

and PharmExasy.

These integrations
enable users to access
consultations, prescrip
tions, medicine orders

and lab-test bookings.

With user consent,
health records can be
shared with ABDM-
compliant providers,
supporting greater
control over digital

health information.

Samsung said its
India-based R&D
efforts combine global
product innovation
with local expertise to
deliver personalised
health insights and
support preventive

wellness.

SRMIST MEN’S VOLLEYBALL TEAM WON THE GOLD MEDAL IN THE STATE
LEVEL INTER- INSTITUTION INVITATION VOLLEYBALL MEN'S TOURNAMENT

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Our SRMIST
Men'’s Volleyball Team
won the Gold Medal in
the State Level Inter-
Institution Invitation
Volleyball Men’s
Tournament Organized
by Hindustan Univer
sity, Chennai on 21st to

23rd September 2026.
Match Results:

Quarter Finals:

SRMIST Beat
St.

Score: (25-03/25-06)

Peters College,

1st League Match:

SRMIST Beat
Vinayaka Mission
University, Score: (25-
18/25-15)

2nd League Match:

SRMIST Beat
Tamil Nadu Sports

University, Score: (25-

14/25-18)
3rd League Match:

SRMIST Beat
Hindustan University,

Score: (25-14/25-14)
Final Standings:

Winners: SRMIST

Runners: Tamil
Nadu Sports
University

Third Place:

Hindustan University

For Further Details
Contact: Mr. Dilip

Kumar (75581 55409)

SRMIST MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CRICKET TEAMS WON GOLD MEDALS
IN THE CM TROPHY CHENGALPATTU DISTRICT CRICKET TOURNAMENT

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Our SRMIST
Men’s and Women’s
Cricket Teams won
Gold Medals in the CM
Trophy Chengalpattu
District-Level Cricket
Tournament, organised
by the Government of
Tamil Nadu, held in
Chengalpattu on 21st
and 22nd September

2026.

Men’s Match
Result:
Semi Finals:

SRMIST Defeated

Hindustan College

SRMIST
Defeated RVG Arts

Finals:

College
Final Standings:
Winners: SRMIST

Runners: RVG Arts

College

Women’s Match | =

Result:

Semi Finals:
SRMIST ‘A’ Defeated
Madras Christian

College

Finals: SRMIST ‘A’
Defeated SRMIST ‘B’

Final Standings:

SRMIST

Winners:

SA’

Runners: SRMIST

3 b

For Further Details

Contact:

Mr. Hari Krishnan —
98414 04242 (Cricket

Men Coach)

Dr. N.C. Jesus
Rajkumar — 94442
80157 (Cricket Women
Incharge)
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INDUS TOWERS’ CSR INITIATIVES POSITIVELY IMPACT GODREJ LITERATURE LIVE! THE MUMBAI LITFEST 2026 TO CELEBRATE

33.88 MILLION LIVES ACROSS INDIA IN FY26

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: As digital infra
structure continues to
connect millions, true
progress lies in
creating capability
equality, ensuring that
every individual,
irrespective of geo
graphy, gender or
socio-economic back
ground, has access to
the opportunities, skills
and resources needed
to participate meaning
fully in India’s growth
story. Indus Towers
Limited, through its
flagship CSR
programmes, Saksham
and Pragati, is contri
buting to this vision,
positively impacting
33.88 million lives in
FY26 and taking its
cumulative reach to 90

million lives across

India.

Atthe heart of Indus
Towers’ social impact
approach lies a commit
ment to empower
communities with
digital skills, educa
tion, healthcare access,
livelihood opportu
nities and sustainable
infrastructure. The
Company’s interven
tions are designed to
support the vision of a
participatory India,
where development is
driven not only for
communities but with
communities. The aim
is to work closely with
local stakeholders,
government institu
tions, implementation
partners and benefi
ciary groups to identify
needs, create solutions
and build long-term

community ownership.

Speaking on the

Company’s CSR
initiatives, Mr. Prachur
Sah, MD & CEO,
Indus Towers Limited,
said, “India’s develop
ment journey will be
truly transformative
only when growth
becomes inclusive and
participatory. At Indus
Towers, we believe that
sustainable progress
begins with capability
equality, ensuring that
every individual has
the opportunity,
resources and support
needed to realise their
potential. Through our
CSR programmes, we
are focused on
empowering commu
nities with knowledge,
skills and opportunities
that help them parti
cipate meaningfully in
India’s economic and

social progress. By

INAuUs
TOWERS

working closely with

communities, imple
mentation partners and
government institu
tions, we aim to create
lasting i1mpact that
strengthens resilience,
fosters inclusion and
contributes to nation-
building. As we look
ahead, we remain
committed to expand
ing our reach and
deepening our contri
bution towards a more
inclusive, empowered
and future-ready

India.”

YES BANK STRENGTHENS PARTNERSHIP WITH THE INDIAN
OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION FOR ASIAN GAMES 2026

Mumbai, 25 Sep
2026: India is a nation
of 1.4 billion voices,
countless languages,
and diverse cultures.
But when Team India
takes the field, this vast
diversity converges
into one powerful
voice of belief, respect
and pride. YES BANK,
one of India’s leading
private sector banks,
stands with that voice
as the Official Retail
Banking Partner for
Team India through its
association with the
Indian Olympic
Association (I0A).

Through this
partnership, YES
BANK supports Team
India across four major
international sporting
events in 2026: the
ongoing Asian Games
in Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan, the upcoming
Youth Olympic
Games, the Asian
Indoor & Martial Arts
Games and the recently

concluded Common

wealth Games.
Building on YES
BANK’s earlier
association with Team

India as the Official

Banking Partner for the &

Paris Olympic Games
2024, the Bank has
further reinforced its
long-term commitment
to empowering and
supporting Indian
athletes on the global

stage.

Celebrating the
determination, grit and
perseverance of our
athletes competing at
the Asian Games 2026,
YES BANK has rolled
out a nationwide
campaign to rally the
nation behind Team
India. At its heart is an
inspiring film show
casing the entire nation
rooting for Team India,

with pride and respect.

Commenting on the
partnership, Mr. Vinay
M. Tonse, Managing
Director & CEO, YES
BANK, said, “At YES
BANK, we firmly

believe that India’s

progress is anchored by
people, communities,
and enterprises coming
together with shared
purpose. Sport
embodies the values of
discipline, resilience,
and collective effort —
values that inspire not
only individual
achievement, but also
national development.
Through our associat
ion with the Indian
Olympic Association
as the Official Retail
Banking Partner for
Team India, we are
proud to support the
athletes competing at
the Asian Games 2026.
As Team India steps
into the sporting arena
carrying the aspirations
of millions, we are

deeply honoured to

stand beside our

athletes as they strive
to bring glory to our

nation.”

Mr. Nipun Kaushal,
Chief Strategy and
Marketing Officer,
YES BANK, added,
“YES BANK has
remained steadfast in
its commitment to
contributing meaning
fully to India’s growth,
progress and achieve
ments. Our athletes
embody the nation’s
pursuit of excellence
on the global stage,
inspiring a deep sense
of pride among

millions of Indians.

Our nationwide
campaign for the Asian
Games 2026 aims to
showcase the spirit of
India that believes in its
athletes, celebrates

their journeys and

well-earned triumphs.

THE SUBLIME CRAFT OF WRITING OCTOBER 23 - 25, 2026 AT NCPA

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Over 16 editions,
the city's very own
literature festival has
expanded and
augmented Mumbai’s
cultural vibrancy. The
annually awaited
celebration is a thriving
space for meaningful
dialogues between
writers, thinkers,
performers and
audiences of varying
ages, interests and
dispositions. The 2026
edition will be held
from 23-25 October at
its forever “home-by-
the-sea”, the National
Centre for the Perfor
ming Arts (NCPA).
This year, in its 17th
edition, the festival
enters a new and
exciting chapter with
Godrej Industries

Group joining as the

Title Partner.

For over a century,

Godrej has stood at the
confluence of art and
industry, poetry and
progress, embodying
the ‘Genius of &’. This
year, the Group’s
refreshed narrative of
‘Crafting Tomorrow’
seamlessly aligns with
the festival’s DNA,
marking a multi-year
journey as architects of
one of India’s most
progressive literary

events.

Sujit Patil, Chief
Communications
Officer, Godrej
Industries Group, said,
“Godrej Literature
Live! The Mumbai Lit
Fest aims at celebrating
Mumbai’s love for
literature and thought
ful conversations. For
over a century, we at
Godrej have been a
house of both poets and
engineers; of people

who dream and people

g

who build. That duality
sits at the heart of our
purpose: 'Crafting
tomorrow since 1897,
and it is why this
association feels less
like a partnership and
more like a home
coming. We are
delighted to help shape
the festival.”
Continuing its
hallmark as a festival
of ideas along with

Godrej
The

literature,
Literature Live!
Mumbai LitFest 2026
will cover a breadth of
voices, spanning litera
ture, cinema, journa
lism, economics, medi
cine, history, arts,
sport, technology, envi

ronment, identity, and

® GODREJ
B INDUSTRIES

the digital eco system.

The line-up
includes stars from all
these fields, including
Aditi Mittal, Anurag
Minus Verma, Ayaz
Memon, Boria
Majumdar, Cyriac
Abby Philips, Faye
D’Souza, Gagan Gill,
Gulzar, Irwin Allan
Sealy, Jaspreet Bindra,
Javed Akhtar, Jerry
Pinto, Juhi Babbar,
Kaushik Basu, Mazda
Turel, Naman Ahuja,
Pavan K Varma,
Ramachandra Guha,
Ratna Pathak Shah, Ria
Chopra, Shanta
Gokhale, Shashi
Tharoor, Shefali Shah,

and Sonali Kulkarni,

amongst others.

DATA CENTRES CAN DRIVE JOBS, INVESTMENT AND
POLICY CONSENSUS CENTRE

CLEAN ENERGY TRANSITION:

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: India’s growing
data-centre ecosystem
can drive economic
growth, create jobs and
support the country’s
clean-energy transi
tion, experts said at a
webinar organised by
the Policy Consensus

Centre (PCC).

The discussion
highlighted the need
for respon sible
planning, effici ent use
of water and energy,
and sustainable
infrastructure as data-
centre capacity
expands across India.
Mr. Arindam

Goswami, Co-founder

& Partner, Policy
Consensus Centre, said
responsible growth
should combine techno
logical progress with
resource efficiency,
investment and environ

mental stewardship.

The webinar also
discussed the potential
of data centres to
generate employment
across engineering,
technology, construc
tion, power, cooling
and connectivity
sectors. Dr. Pankaj
Sharma, Energy
Economist, said data
centres should be

viewed as part of

India’s broader infra

structure and economic
development opportu
nity. Mr. Vishal
Tripathi, Consultant,
Council on Energy,
Environment & Water,
highlighted the poten
tial for data centres to
support demand-
response services and
renewable-energy inte
gration, while calling
for suitable regulatory
frameworks and green-

energy mechanisms.

Community
concerns around water,
noise and environ
mental impact were
also discussed. Dr.
Sonia Taskande, a

Chandivali resident

living close to a data
centre, said she had not
experienced significant
disruption in her day-
to-day life or any
particular issue with
water availability. Dr.
Ajay Ojha, Co-founder
and Promoter, Tech
knowgreen Solutions,
stressed the importance
of sustainability
incentives and greater
disclosure, while Mr.
Sudipto Bannerjee,
Deputy Director —
Public Policy, NASS
COM, called for
integrated resource
maps to support trans
parent and evidence-
based data-centre

planning.
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THE NATURAL DIAMOND COUNCIL RELAUNCHES AS THE DIAMOND COLLECTIVE
WITH A NEW STRATEGY TO REIGNITE DESIRE FOR NATURAL DIAMONDS

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Today, the
Natural Diamond
Council becomes The
Diamond Collective
unveiling a new global
strategy to reconnect
natural diamonds with
culture, strengthen
consumer confidence

and drive long-term

relevancy.

Shaped by new
CEO Amber Pepper
following six months
of consultation with
producers, retailers,
brands, creatives and
consumers, the
strategy responds to a
fundamental shift in

how people discover,

value and buy luxury. It

sets a clear ambition
for The Diamond
Collective to reignite
desire for natural
diamonds and convert
that desire into

sustained demand.

The strategy will
come to life through a
new generation of
global programmes,
including culturally
relevant campaigns, a
universal Trustmark,
stronger origin and
provenance narratives,
renewed retailer and
brand partnerships, and
investment in Al and
digital discovery.
Further initiatives will
strengthen evidence-

led responses to mis

information, elevate
producer nations and
create new forums for
collective industry

leadership.

A new Diamond
Desire Index will
measure whether the
strategy is changing
how consumers feel
and act. Launching
with a baseline across
the US, India and
China, 1t will track
consideration,
purchase intent, senti
ment and recommenda
tion, creating a
consistent global view
of desire for natural
diamonds and support

ing annual reporting on

changes in behaviour

and demand.

The strategy will
also introduce a
broader participation
model, enabling
organisations across
the value chain to
contribute expertise,
perspective and
support to shared
priorities. This will
give more of the
industry a meaningful
role in shaping and
delivering the

category’s long-term

growth.

INNEFU LABS TO SHOWCASE AI-POWERED NATIONAL
SECURITY PLATFORMS AT ISS WORLD MEA 2026

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Innefu Labs,
India’s leading
artificial intelligence
company in the space
of National Security, is
set to participate as an
Associate Lead
Sponsor, exhibitor and
presenter at ISS World
Middle East &amp;
Africa (MEA) 2026,
taking place from
October 6-8, 2026, at
the JW Marriott
Marquis, Dubai, UAE.
At the event, Innefu
Labs will showcase its
portfolio of AI-
powered national
security platforms built
for law enforcement,
defence, intelligence,
financial intelligence
and homeland security
agencies. With its

partici pation at ISS

World MEA 2026,
Innefu Labs will
demonstrate its latest
advancements in Al-
powered national
security technology
built for defence,
intelligence and law
enforcement agencies.
This includes the
world’s first offline,
on-premise LLM
designed for these
environments,
Sarvagata, an Agentic
Al-in-a-box platform
that brings auto
nomous intelligence
capabilities to field and
command operations,
and its Deep Web
Fusion platform, which
consolidates intelli
gence from the deep
and open web to
support investigations

across all three

domains. The company
will also showcase its
Al-powered Predictive
Policing Platform,
comprehensive OSINT
Platform, AI/ML-
powered Video and
Image Analytics, and
Integrated Defence
Intelligence Fusion
capabilities for modern

security operations.

The showcase
reflects the growing
role of Al, intelligence
fusion and secure,
agency-controlled
technology in enabling
security organisations
to process complex
information, streng
then situational aware

ness and support faster

decision-making.

As part of the

conference progra

mme, Tarun Wig, Co-
founder & CEO,
Innefu Labs, will also
deliver a session titled
“Al-Powered Defence
Intelligence Fusion
Centre for Enhanced
Situational Aware
ness”. The session will
explore how AI-
powered intelligence
fusion can help defence
and security organi
sations integrate infor
mation from multiple
sources, strengthen
situational awareness
and support faster,
more informed

decision-making.

PRIME MINISTER CONGRATULATES SEEMA ON WINNING
BRONZE MEDAL IN WOMEN’S 10,000M AT ASIAN GAMES

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
today expressed his
pride in Seema for
winning the Bronze
Medal in the Women’s
10,000m event at the
and

Asian Games

congratulated her on

the achievement. The discipline, and years of

Prime Minister stated
that her deter mined
performance has
brought India a medal
in this event after many
years. Shri Modi noted
that it is a wonderful
achievement reflect

ing endurance,

hard work.

In a post on X, the
Prime Minister's
Office shared: "Proud
of Seema on winning
the Bronze Medal in
the Women’s 10,000m

at the Asian Games!

Congrats to her. Her
determined perfor
mance has brought
India a medal in this
event after many
years.A wonderful
achieve ment that
reflects endurance,
discipline and years of

hard work.

VAAHEESAN'S AND MONISHA’S FOLK-RAP LOVE SONG ANNAKILI,
TAKES FLIGHT AND CROSSES 3 MILLION VIEWS IN JUST 72 HOURS

)

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Brand Blitz
Entertainment’s latest
musical release
‘Annakili’, the first
song from Vaaheesan
Rasaiya’s debut album
Tamizh Kirukkan, is
winning hearts with its
refreshing mix of folk,

rap and innocent

romance.

Written, sung and
performed by
Vaaheesan, Annakili
brings alive the sweet
story of a young man
expressing his love for
his childhood sweet
heart. Set against the
colourful backdrop of
rural Tamil Nadu, the
song beautifully
captures the innocence,
shyness and playful

teasing of young love.

The song recently
received an over
whelming response
from Gen Z students at
Ethiraj College,
leaving the team
thrilled and making the

celebrations soar even

higher.

Adding to the
song’s charm is
Monisha Blessy,
known for her appea
rance on Top Cooku
Dupe Cooku, who
shares a lively and
adorable chemistry
with Vaaheesan in the

music video.

Composed by Siva
Pathmayan, Annakili
blends earthy folk
sounds with vibrant rap
beats, giving tradi
tional village romance

a fresh contemporary

flavour. Directed by
Kripakarjay J, the
video takes a fun,
colourful and youthful
approach while
keeping the heart of the

love story intact.

For Vaaheesan and
Brand Blitz Enter
tainment, Annakili
marks the beginning of
an exciting five-song
musical journey with

Tamizh Kirukkan.

With its catchy tune,
cute romance and
irresistible folk vibe,
‘Annakili’ is proving
that old-school love
can still have a Gen Z

groove!

Produced by Dr J P
Leelaram, Raju K ,
Saravanan B and
Rekha L, Annakili is
now streaming on the
Brand Blitz Enter
tainment YouTube

Channel.

CUSTOMER FAVOURITES TAKE CENTRE STAGE AT
AMAZON INDIA’S BEST IN TECH AWARDS 2026

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Amazon India
has announced the
winners of the second
edition of its Best in
Tech Awards (BITA)
2026, celebrating
consumer technology
products that received
strong customer
response across smart
phones, laptops,

tablets, TVs, wear
ables, audio, cameras

and home appliances.

The awards
followed a three-stage
selection process.
Products were initially
shortlisted using

customer ratings,

reviews and purchase
insights on Amazon.in.
A 10-member jury of
technology experts
then assessed the
shortlisted products on
performance, innova
tion and value, before
customers voted to

select the final winners.

Among the key
winners, the Samsung
Galaxy S26 Ultra was
named Smartphone of
the Year, while the
Samsung Galaxy Z
Fold8 5G won Best
Foldable Smartphone.
The Xiaomi 17 Series
received the Best

Camera Smartphone

award, and the 1QOO
15R was recognised as
Best Gaming Smart

phone.

In the TV category,
the Sony BRAVIA
2M2 Series was named
Most Trusted TV of the
Year, while the TCL 4K
UHD Smart QLED
Google TV won
Customer Choice TV
of the Year. The Meta
Ray-Ban Smart
Glasses (Gen 2)
received the Break-

through Product of the

Year award.

Other notable

winners included

OnePlus Pad 4 for Best
High-Performance
Tablet, Samsung
Galaxy Watch9 for
Best Smartwatch for
Everyday Use, Oura
Ring 4 for Best Smart
Ring and GoPro
HERO12 for Most

Loved Action Camera.

The winning
products will be
featured during the
Amazon Great Indian
Festival, commencing
October 8. The awards
were preceded by the
Best in Tech Survey,
which received

responses from more

than 40,000 customers.

PRIME MINISTER EXPRESSES GRIEF OVER LOSS OF LIVES IN
BUS FIRE TRAGEDY IN GREATER NOIDA, UTTAR PRADESH

Chennai, 25 Sep
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
today expressed
distress over the loss of
lives due to a fire
tragedy on a bus in
Greater Noida, Uttar
Pradesh. He extended
his condolences to
those who have lost
their loved ones and
prayed for the swift

recovery of the injured.

The Prime Minister
announced that an ex-
gratia of Rs. 2 lakh
from the Prime
Minister's National
Relief Fund (PMNRF)
would be given to the
next of kin of each
deceased. Shri Modi
added that the injured

would be given Rs.

50,000.

In a post on X, the

Prime Minister's Office

PM expresses grief
over loss of lives in
bus fire tragedy
in Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh

shared: "Distressed to
hear about the loss of
lives due to a fire
tragedy on a bus in
Greater Noida, Uttar
Pradesh. Condolences
to those who have lost
their loved ones.

Praying for the swift

g

recovery of the injured.

An ex-gratia of Rs.
2 lakh from PMNRF
would be given to the
next of kin of each
deceased. The injured
would be given Rs.
50,000: PM @

narendramodi"




