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CM CONGRATULATES 2 TN
TEACHERS ON NATIONAL AWARD

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay has
congratulated two
teachers from the state
selected for the
National Teachers'
Award, recognising
their dedication,
innovative teaching
methods and commit
student

ment to

welfare.

In a social media
post issued ahead of
Teachers' Day, the
Chief Minister
extended his greetings

and appreciation to

Thangaraj, a teacher at
Puliyampatti Pancha
yat Union Primary
School, and Amutha, a
teacher at PM SHRI
Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Madurai, who have
been selected for the
prestigious award to be

presented by the

President of India.

Vijay said the
recognition reflects the
teachers' dedicated
efforts in shaping the
future of students, their
innovative approaches
to teaching and their
concern for student

welfare.
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He noted that the
nationallevel honour
brings further pride to
Tamil Nadu's educa
tional excellence as
well as the teaching
community across the

state.

The Chief Minister
expressed hope that the

award would provide
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further encouragement

to the teachers in their
profession and inspire
them to continue
making a positive
difference in the lives
of countless students.
He conveyed his
heartfelt wishes and
congratulations to both
teachers on the national

recognition.

CM VIJAY EXTENDS CHENNAI DAY GREETINGS,
HAILS CITY’S HERITAGE, GROWTH

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay extended
Chennai Day greetings
to the people, describ
ing the city as a vibrant
metropolis that
combines its rich
history and cultural

heritage with modern

development.

In a social media

message issued on the

occasion of Chennai
Day, the Chief Minister
said Chennai, with its
historic legacy, cultural
richness and growth in
education, healthcare
and technology, has
emerged as a city
where hard work and

innovation converge.

He said the city has
embraced people from
different languages,

communities and

cultures while provid
ing opportunities for

all.

Vijay said the
Government would
work to preserve
Chennai's historical
heritage and cultural
identity while further
developing it as a
worldclass metro
politan city equipped
infra

with modern

structure.

He called for a
commitment to ensur
ing equal opportu
nities, a safe environ
ment and a prosperous
life for all sections of

society.

“Let the Chennai
metropolis flourish and
let the quality of life of
its people rise,” the
Chief Minister said in
his Chennai Day

message.

DMK SETS 70-YEAR AGE CAP
FOR PARTY FUNCTIONARIES

Chennai, 23 August
2026: The DMK has
decided to bring in an
age limit for key party
posts, with the maxi
mum age for district
secretaries fixed at 70
as part of a major
organisational restruc
turing aimed at giving
greater opportunities to
younger leaders. The
decision was taken at
the party's executive
committee meeting
chaired by DMK
president M.K. Stalin
at Anna Arivala yam
here. The meeting

approved a series of

resolutions for the

party's 16th organi

sational elections.

As part of the
restructuring, the
number of party
districts is proposed to
be increased from the
existing 77 to 110, with
two Assembly consti
tuencies forming a
party district based on
revenue districts.The
maximum age for a
district secretary has
been fixed at 70, while
a person can hold the
post for a maximum of
three terms. The move
is expected to pave the

way for experienced

e

e

leaders above 70 to
make way for younger
functionaries in key
organisational
positions. The party
also decided to
introduce age limits for
several other posts. The
maximum age for
town, union and area
secretaries will be 60,
while municipal and

union-level structures

will also be reorga
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nised based on voter

strength.

The maximum age
for branch secretaries
has been fixed at 45,
with a two-term limit.
Stalin said the party
had faced defeat in the
election, but it was not
permanent, stressing
that the DMK had
witnessed both

victories and defeats in

its history.

PM ADDRESSES THE ECONOMIC
TIMES WORLD LEADERS FORUM 2026

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi
today addressed the
Economic Times
World Leaders Forum
2026. Greeting the
assembled dignitaries,
policymakers, and
business leaders at the
World Leaders Forum,
the Prime Minister
expressed his profound
happiness at participa
ting in the prestigious
summit. Emphasizing
the critical relevance of
this year's theme,
he
noted that the global

'Shared Futures',

fluctuations of recent
years have undeniably
proven that the
destinies of all nations
are inextricably linked.
Observing that the
nation has always
with
he

moved forward
this exact spirit,
pointed out that this
was precisely why
India's mantra during

its G-20 Presidency

remained 'One Earth,

One Family, One
Future'. "This senti
ment of Shared Future,

alongside the respon
sibility associated with
it, actively provides a
solution to many
problems of this 21st-
century world,"

remarked Shri Modi.

Addressing wide
spread global concerns
regarding growth,
resource weaponi
zation, and mounting
distrust, the Prime
Minister highlighted
that the international
community increa
singly views India as a
bright spot for growth
and hope. Underlining
the nation's success in
lifting 25 crore citizens
out of poverty and
maintaining its status
as the world's fastest-
growing major
economy, PM Modi

pointed out the govern

ment's intense focus on

'Saptadhara’, seven key

sectors including manu
facturing, technology,
and green economics,
announced during his
Independence Day
address. Therefore, the
Prime Minister noted,
India, today, is under
taking next-generation
reforms at the policy
level, driving reforms
at the governance
level, and implement
ing reforms for ease of
living. "Reforms are
not a compulsion for
us; this is our ultimate
commitment and our
absolute conviction,"

asserted Shri Modi.

Contrasting the
current economic
environment with the
restrictive policies of
the past, the Prime

Minister humorously

detailed the concept of
'"Production Linked
Punishment' (PLP)
from the License Raj
era, where companies
were penalized or
forced to destroy goods
for exceeding produc
tion limits. He criti
cized the underlying
mindset of previous
administrations that
deliberately maintai
ned scarcity to force
citizens into depen
dency, a practice that

severely strangled em

ployment generation.

"People with this
mindset always wanted
a severe shortage of
essential items to
persist; it was their
deliberate policy to
keep the citizens in
deprivation," observed

Shri Modi.

"PATENTLY UNLAWFUL™: US JUDGE STRIKES POLICY
SUSPENDING IMMIGRANT VISA FOR 75 NATIONS

Chennai, 23 August
2026: A US judge on
Friday struck down a
Trump administration
policy suspending the
issuance of immigrant
visas to applicants
from 75 countries,
saying that the policy
exceeded Secretary of
State Marco Rubio's

statutory authority.

US District Judge
Jeannette Vargas in
Manhattan said the
policy that the State
Department announced
in January was
"patently unlawful"
and ran afoul of federal
immigration law,
which explicitly
stripped the secretary
of state of authority

over consular officers'

processing of immi

grant visas.

"The Policy, which
categorically prohibits
the issuance of immi
grant visas based upon
the nationality of the
applicant, represents a
direct abrogation of
this statutory scheme,"

she wrote.

The State Depart
ment's suspension that
also took effect in
January impacted
applicants from Latin
American countries
including Brazil,
Colombia, and
Uruguay; Balkan
nations such as Bosnia
and Albania; South
Asian countries Pakis

tan and Bangladesh;

and those from many

nations in Africa, the
Middle East, and the
Caribbean.

The State Depart
ment said applicants
from those countries
were "at a high risk for
becoming a public
charge and recourse to
local, state and federal
government resources
in the United States."
The department did not
immediately respond
to a request for

comment on the ruling.

Vargas, an appoin
tee of Democratic
former President Joe
Biden, issued the ruling
in a lawsuit filed by
immigrant rights
groups Catholic Legal

Immigration Network

and African Commu

nities Together along
with applicants for
immigrant visas and
US citizens who are
sponsoring family
members from the

designated countries

for immigrant visas.

President Donald
Trump has pursued an
aggressive immigra
tion crackdown that he
says 1is aimed at
improving domestic

security.

Rights groups say
the crackdown has
violated free speech
and due process rights
and has created an
unsafe environment,
particularly for ethnic
minorities, who have
raised concerns about

racial profiling.
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VINFAST INDIA PARTNERS WITH FEDERAL BANK
TO STRENGTHEN DEALER FINANCING ECOSYSTEM

Gurugram, 23
August 2026: VinFast
India, the Indian
subsidiary of global
electric vehicle manu
facturer VinFast, has
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding
(MOU) with Federal
Bank, one of India’s
leading private sector
banks, to provide
tailored inventory
financing solutions for
its authorised dealer
network. The partner
ship marks another
important step in
VinFast’s strategy to
build a comprehensive
ecosystem in India,
empowering dealers
with greater financial
flexibility, enhancing
operational efficiency,
and enabling them to
grow alongside the
Company as it

continues expanding

its nationwide distri

bution network.

Under the partner
ship, Federal Bank will
offer customized inven
tory financing solu
tions that enable Vin
Fast dealers to opti
mize working capital,
maintain healthy
vehicle inventory, and
respond efficiently to
growing customer
demand. The financing
solutions are designed
to strengthen dealers’
operational capabili
ties while supporting
VinFast’s continued
network expansion

across India.

By combining
Federal Bank’s
financial strength and
nationwide reach with
VinFast’s rapidly
expanding dealer

network, the collabora

tion aims to build a

stronger, more resilient
retail foundation to
support the Company’s
long-term growth in
one of the world’s
fastest-growing elec

tric vehicle markets.

The MOU was
signed by Mr. Tapan
Ghosh, CEO of Vin
Fast Asia, and Ms.
Kumkum Jain, Addi
tional SVP, Federal
Bank Limited.

Mr. Tapan Ghosh,
CEO of VinFast Asia,
said: “A strong dealer
network is funda

mental to delivering

consistent and seam
less customer experi
ence. Our partnership
with Federal Bank is an
important step towards
equipping our dealer
partners with the finan
cial flexibility needed
to support business
growth and operational
efficiency. As we
continue to expand our
footprint across India,
we remain focused on
building a robust retail
ecosystem that enables
our partners to grow
alongside us while
delivering the highest
standards of service to

customers.”

26 HOURS CONTINUOUS NON-STOP SWIMMING - ANTI-DRUG AWARENESS
INITIATIVE AS PART OF THE FOUNDER’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 2026

Chennai, 23 August
2026: SRM Institute of
Science and Techno
logy , Directorate of
Sports, is organizing a
unique 26 Hours
Continuous Non-Stop
Swimming — Anti-
Drug Awareness
Initiative as part of the
Founder’s Birthday
Celebration 2026.

The event aims to
create strong aware
ness among students,
youth and the public
about the harmful
effects of drug abuse
and to promote a
healthy, active and
drug-free society. As

part of this initiative,
88 swimmers will
participate in conti
nuous non-stop
swimming for 26

hours, demonstrating

their commitment |

towards spreading the
message of “Just Say

No to Drugs.”

The event will be
held from 9.00 a.m. on
23 August 2026 to
11.00 a.m. on 24
August 2026 at the Dr.
T. R. Paarivendhar
Aquatic Complex,
SRMIST, Kattan
kulathur—603203.

Through this
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remarkable swimming

SRMIST

initiative,
seeks to convey the
message that sports,
fitness and a healthy
lifestyle can play an
important role in
preventing drug abuse
and building a stronger
future. The event
carries the collective
message of “One Goal

— Clean Society, One
Stroke — Stronger
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Future, One Message —
Say No to Drugs, Save
Life.” The initiative is
expected to bring
together swimmers,
students, sports enthu
siasts and members of
the community in
support of the anti-drug

awareness movement.

Further Details
Kindly Contact
Dr. M. Gokul Raj, :
97911 15678

SOUTH DISTRICT OMNI BUS FARE INCREASE ON
THE FIRST MUGURTHA DAY OF AWANI MONTH'

2026: Fares for private
(omni) buses bound for
southern districts have
skyrocketed ahead of
the first auspicious day
(*Muhurtham*) of the
Tamil month of

Aavani.

There is a massive

buses traveling from

Chennai to the
southern districts.
Fares have

increased manifold for
buses heading to
destinations such as
Nellai (Tiru nelveli),

Nagercoil, Kanya

kumari, Madurai, and

Thoothu kudi.

The fare from

Chennai to Nellai has

risen from 31,500 to
%3,700, while the fare
from Chennai to Nager
coil has increased to

%3,600.

MALABAR GOLD G DIAMONDS UNVEILS NAYRAA, A NEW EXPRESSION OF
NATURAL GEMSTONE JEWELLERY FEATURING SRINIDHI SHETTY

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, the world’s
fourth-largest
jewellery retailer and
‘The Responsible
Jeweller’, has launched
Nayraa — Nature’s
Finest Gemstones,
Crafted into Timeless
Masterpieces, a new
natural gemstone
jewellery collection
featuring renowned
actor and model
Srinidhi Shetty as the
face of the collection.
The launch forms the
centrepiece of the
brand’s Gemstone
Jewellery Festival,
being celebrated across
Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka. As part
of the festival, custo
mers can avail of up to
25% off on making
charges of gemstone
and uncut jewellery,
with the offer valid till
14 September 2026.

Inspired by the
enduring allure of
nature’s rarest
treasures, Nayraa
draws from the artistry
of traditional Chillai
and Pachi craftsman
ship. Crafted in gold
and set with precious
natural gemstones, the
collection brings
together sculptural
forms & intricate
detailing offering a
fresh take on tradi
tional gemstone
jewellery. Nayraa
presents natural
gemstone jewellery
with an evolved design
sensibility, highlight
ing the craftsmanship,
character and distinc
tive aesthetic of the
collection for a new
generation of consu
mers. The collection
reflects Malabar Gold
&amp; Diamonds’
focus on combining

traditional jewellery-

making expertise with

Na yraa
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evolving design sensi
bilities and consumer

preferences.

Commenting on the
launch of Nayraa and
the Gemstone
Jewellery Festival, M.
P. Ahammad, Chair
man, Malabar Group,
said, “Gemstone
jewellery brings
together the beauty of
nature, the richness of
craftsmanship and the
individuality of every
customer. With
Nayraa, we wanted to
present natural
gemstones through a

renewed focus on

design and craftsman

ship while retaining the
artistry and character
that make gemstone
jewellery distinctive.
As The Responsible
Jeweller, our focus
remains on offering
customers jewellery
backed by quality,
transparency and

assured buying

standards.

Through the
Gemstone Jewellery
Festival, we look
forward to bringing
this distinctive cate
gory and the Nayraa
collection closer to
customers across our

key markets.”

BRICS YOUTH MINISTERS’ MEETING 2026 CONCLUDES
IN VISAKHAPATNAM; JOINT STATEMENT ADOPTED

Chennai, 23 August
2026: The BRICS
Youth Ministers’
Meeting, organised by
the Department of
Youth Affairs, Ministry
of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of
India, successfully
concluded in Visakha

patnam on Saturday,

August 22,2026.

The meeting was
presided over by
Hon’ble Union
Minister of Youth
Affairs & Sports, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya,
alongside Hon’ble
Minister of State for
Youth Affairs & Sports,
Smt. Raksha Nikhil
Khadse, and Secretary,
Department of Youth
Affairs, Sh. Sunil

Paliwal.

The discussions at

the Ministers’ Meeting

built upon the out
comes of the BRICS
Youth Summit and
BRICS Youth Council
Meeting. The recom
mendations and pers
pectives emerging
from these engage
ments provided an
important foundation

for the Ministerial

discussions.

Addressing the
delegates, Hon’ble
Union Minister of
Youth Affairs and
Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya said,
“Under the leadership
of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi ji, we
have made a vision
document for 2047,
when India completes
100 years of Indepen
dence. The Prime
Minister has given a

clarion call to develop

‘IF"
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100,000 young leaders
with no political
background, to lead the
country towards the
realisation of this

vision.

“We have, there
fore, launched several
initiatives in this spirit.
We
MY Bharat as a one-

have established

stop platform for
volunteering, learning,
leadership and civic
engagement. Today,
over 25 million youth
have registered and are
actively participating
on this platform,” said

Dr. Mandaviya.

As India’s BRICS
Chairship progresses

towards its conclusion,

the outcomes of these
engagements provide a
strong foundation for
continued collabora
tion and reaffirm the
shared commitment of
BRICS countries to
harness the potential of
youth in building a
more resilient, innova
tive, inclusive and

sustainable future.

All parties explored
avenues for deeper
collaboration through
exchange programmes,
capacity-building initi
atives, and institutional
frameworks to further
consolidate ties
between India and the
respective countries in
the youth and sports

domains.
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Chennai, 23 August
2026: The Tamil Nadu
Government has issued
work orders to two
jewellery companies
for making and
supplying gold rings to
babies born in
government hospitals

under the 'Thaimaman

Gold Ring' scheme.

Under the scheme, a
one-gram gold ring
will be presented to
every child born in
government hospitals
from June 22, 2026, as
a gesture honouring the
newborn and the
mother. The Govern
ment has sanctioned
the supply of 4,41,667

one-gram gold rings.

According to a

government release,

tenders were invited
for the procurement,
with 11 companies
submitting their price
bids. Joyalukkas
quoted the lowest price
of Rs
making charges,
insurance and other
additional charges,

excluding the cost of

one gram of gold.

The other 10
companies were asked
to match the lowest bid.
Kalyan Jewellers was
the only company to

agree to the quoted

rate.

As the scheme is
scheduled to be
formally launched on
September 15, the birth
anniversary of former

Chief Minister and

JOYALUKKAS BAGS
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Dravidian leader C.N.

Annadurai, the Govern
ment has placed work
orders for the first
phase covering four

months from June.

A total of 1,28,499
gold rings will be
supplied during this
period. Work orders

have been issued to

Joyalukkas and Kalyan
Jewellers in a 70:30
ratio, based on the
lowest quoted rate and
the subsequent con

sent.

The Government
said the scheme would
benefit children born in
government hospitals

from June 22,2026.

MAHESHWARI SAMAJ HAS A GLORIOUS LEGACY OF SERVICE,
SACRIFICE AND SOCIAL COMMITMENT: LOK SABHA SPEAKER

tional opportunities — establishing schools ness and its age-old

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Lok Sabha
Speaker Shri Om Birla
today congratulated the
Maheshwari Samaj,
Jaipur, on embarking
upon a new and
significant chapter in
its enduring journey of
service to humanity
through the establish
ment of the Mahesh
wari Institute of
Medical Sciences and
Research Centre.
Addressing the founda
tion-laying ceremony
of the Institute, he
observed that the
Maheshwari Samaj has
a glorious and deeply
inspiring legacy of
service, sacrifice,
dedication and social
responsibility — a
legacy that has illumi

nated society and

inspired generations.

Recalling the
community's historic
contribution to the
spread of education,
Shri Birla noted that as
early as 1926, when
India was still under

British rule and educa

were scarce in both
towns and villages,
farsighted members of
the Maheshwari Samaj
had already recognised
education as the corner
stone of an enligh
tened, cultured and
progressive society. At
a time when resources
were limited and
challenges were
formidable, they came
forward with remar
kable commitment,
pooling their resources
and energies to

establish schools and

institutions of learning.

Shri Birla further
stated that the Mahesh
wari Samaj also made a
meaningful contribu
tion to India's freedom
movement and carried
forward the immortal
spirit of sacrifice and
patriotism associated
with the revered
Bhamashah. Even in
the most challenging
circumstances, the
community remained
steadfast in its commit

ment to public service

where educational
facilities were absent
and building dharam
shalas to provide
shelter and comfort to
travellers arriving from

distant places.

Lok Sabha Speaker
added that the commu
nity's spirit of service
was never confined to a
single sphere. From
schools and educa
tional institutions to
hospitals, dispensaries,
community centres,
hostels and scholar
ships, the Maheshwari
Samaj has consistently
sought to identify the
needs and challenges
confronting society
and has worked collec
tively and compas
sionately to address

them.

Referring to the
unprecedented
challenge posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic,
Shri Birla recalled that
India drew immense
strength from its collec

tive social conscious

tradition of caring for
one another. He said
that the spirit of
collective responsi
bility, compassion and
the timeless Indian
ideal of ‘“Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”™ - the
world is one family -
gives society the moral
strength and resilience
to overcome even the

most difficult circum

stances.

Shri Birla extended
his heartfelt congratu
lations and best wishes
to the Maheshwari
Samaj and all those
associated with this
visionary initiative. He
expressed confidence
that the Maheshwari
Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research
Centre would become
an enduring symbol of
service and compas
sion and would make a
significant contribu
tion towards providing
quality, affordable and
accessible healthcare
to people across Rajas

than and the country.

DELIVERY OF MANGROL - THE THIRD ANTI-SUBMARINE
‘THAIMAMAN GOLD RING’ CONTRACT WARFARE SHALLOW WATER CRAFT BUILT BY CSL, KOCHI

Chennai, 23 August
2026:
third Anti-Submarine
Warfare Shallow Water
Craft built by Cochin
Shipyard Limited
(CSL), Kochi,

‘Mangrol’, the

was
delivered to Indian

Navyon21 Aug2026.

The ship comprises
of over 80 percent
indigenous content and
is equipped for under
water surveillance,
Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW)
operations in coastal
Low-Intensity

waters,

Maritime Operations

(LIMO), along with
mine warfare capabi
lities. The ship is
propelled by waterjets
and equipped with
state-of-the-art Torpe
does, Anti-Submarine
rockets, along with
advanced radars and

sonars.

Mangrol derives its
name from the coastal
town and minor port of
‘Mangrol’, located in
Junagadh district of
Gujarat, which is a
prominent harbour for
the marine fishing

industry. The ship also

encapsulates the legacy

of erstwhile INS

Mangrol, an Indian
Naval Minesweeper
which remained in
service till 2004,
thereby continuing the
naval tradition of
preserving distingui
shed warship names.

The delivery of

Mangrol 1s yet another

milestone in the Indian
Navy’s indigenous ship
building journey and a
reaffirmation of the
Government’s vision
of “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’. The ship
stands as a testament to
the grow ing strength
of the indigenous
defence manufacturing

ecosystem.

FOUNDER’S BIRTHDAY TROPHY - 2026 INTER-SCHOOL INVITATION

Chennai, 23 August
2026: The Directorate
SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology (SRM
IST),

conducted the final

TOURNAMENTS FOR BASKETBALL (BOYS &IGIIRLS) FINAL DAY RESULTS

of Sports,

successfully

day's matches of the
Founder’s Birthday
Trophy — 2026 Inter-
School Invitation
Tournaments for
Basketball (Boys &
Girls) on 19th August
2026 at the SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology, Achara
pakkam Campus.
Chief Guests Dr.
Bernadshaw Nepo
nian, Dean Research,
SRMIST Gave the
Valedictory Address
and Dr.S. Albert
Antony Raj, Deputy
Dean, FLABS,
SRMIST, delivered the

Felicitation Address.
Match Results

Basketball (Boy's)
League Result

The Velammal
International School,
Ponneri Beat St.Peter's
Hr. School,
Chennai Score: 67-57

Sec.

Velammal Matric.
Hr. School,
Chennai Beat NLC
Boys Hr. Sec.School,
Neyveli Score: 72-48

Sec.

Suburban Matric.
Hr.Sec.School,
batore Beat Crescent
Matric, Hr.Sec.School,
Thoothukudi

Coim

Score:

47-42

Semi Finals -1

The Velammal §

International School,
Ponneri Beat Velam
mal Matric Hr. Sec.
School,
Score: 107-97

Chennai

# Best Player of the
Match Kaamil from
Velammal Matric Hr.

Sec.School, Chennai
Semi Finals -2

Velammal Vidya
laya, Alapakkam,
Chennai Beat Sub
urban Matric.Hr.
Sec.School,
batore Score:60-42

Coim

# Best Player of the
Match Rubesh from
Suburban Matric.Hr.
School,

Sec. Coim

batore
Finals

Velammal Vidya
Alapakkam,
Beat The
Velammal
national School,
Ponneri Score:106-76

laya,
Chennai

Inter

# Best Player of the
Match Fyodar Adhith
yan from The Velam
mal Inter national

School, Ponneri.
Final Standings:

Winners:
Velammal Vidyalaya,
Alapakkam, Chennai

Runner: The Velam
mal International

School, Ponneri.

Third Place: Velam

Sec.

mal Matric Hr.
School,
Suburban Matric. Hr.
School,

Chennai and
Sec. Coim

batore

Basketball (Girl's)
League Result

SVGV Matric. Hr.
School,
batore Beat Velammal
Matric.Hr.Sec. School,
Chennai Score: 58-23

Sec. Coim

Semi Finals -1

NSVV Matric. Hr.
Sec.School, Patti
veranpatti,
Beat SVGV Matric Hr.
Sec. School,
batore Score: 65-39

Dindigul

Coim

# Best Player of the
Match Akshitha from
SVGV Matric Hr. Sec.
School,Coimbatore.

Semi Finals -2

PSGR Krishnam
mal Hr. Sec. School for
Girls,
Beat Rajendran Matric.
Hr. Sec. School, Erode
Score:67-59

Coimbatore

# Best Player of the
Match Vani Shree from
Rajendran Matric.
Hr.Sec.School,Erode

Finals

PSGR Krishnam
mal Hr. Sec. School for
Girls, Coimbatore Beat
NSVV Matric. Hr. Sec.

School,
patti,
Score:70-65

Pattiveran

Dindigul

# Best Player of the
Match Kashika from
NSVV Matric. Hr. Sec.
School,
patti, Dindigul

Pattiveran

Final Standings:

PSGR
Krishnammal Hr. Sec.
School for Girls,

Coimbatore

Winners:

NSVV

Sec.

Runner:
Matric.
School,
Dindigul Third
Place: SVGV Matric
Hr. Sec. School, Coim
batore and Rajendran
Matric. Hr.
School, Erode

Hr.
Pattiveran

patti,

Sec.

NOTE Attach
ments: Velammal
Alapak

kam, Chennai vs Sub

Vidyalaya,

urban Matric. Hr. Sec.

School, Coimbatore

PSGR
Krishnammal Hr. Sec.
School for Girls,

Coimbatore

Winners:

Winners:
Velammal Vidyalaya,
Alapakkam, Chennai

For Further Details
Contact Mr. Ganesh -
98416 34127 and Dr.
Natesamurthy V -
9884238820.
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BEFORE THE CAMERA FOUND HER, SUMITHRA FOUND ACTING ON A
SCHOOL STAGE—PLAYING KANNAGI, A CHARACTER WHOSE FIRE, DIGNITY
AND EMOTIONAL STRENGTH GAVE HER AN EARLY TASTE OF PERFORMANCE

Chennai, 23 August
2026: A Visual Commu
nication graduate from
Vaishnav College,
Chromepet, Sumithra
brings a visual sensi
bility to her craft. Her
training in classical
dance has given her an
instinctive command
over movement,
expression and body
language. She is also
widely admired within
her circles for her
dancing skills, with
dance being one of the
talents that has consis

tently earned her

appreciation.

In Motha Raathiri,
she steps into the role
of Keerthi, bringing to
the character a combi
nation of natural charm
and quiet confidence.
Her dusky beauty gives
her a distinctive screen
presence—an earthy,
contemporary appeal
that doesn’t need
excessive styling to

make an impression.

There is a warmth to
her complexion and an
understated elegance
that may remind

audiences of the

natural screen appeal
of Nandita Das and
Aishwarya Rajesh.
Like them, Sumithra
carries her dusky
beauty with authenti
city, while retaining a
distinct identity of her

own.

But what truly sets
Sumithra apart is her
Tamil diction. Her
pronunciation is crisp,
natural and beautifully
rooted, allowing even
simple lines to carry

personality.

There is an
effortless ease in the
way she speaks Tamil
—an increa singly rare

quality on screen.

Sumithra is a great
admirer of Vijay both
as an actor and as a
performer. His screen
presence, discipline
and ability to connect
with audiences have
made a strong impres
sion on her and truly
believes that he is a
great inspiration to all
the youngsters of this
land.

She also looks up to

Tamannaah Bhatia’s

dancing, while her own

classical dance back
ground continues to
influence the way she
approaches perfor
mance.
Sumithra 1is
particularly grateful to
Mythri Movie Makers
for creating a platform
where so many new
faces have been given
an opportunity to be
part of a single film.
She believes that
giving fresh talent such
a significant oppor
tunity is both encou
raging and exciting,
and feels fortunate to
have begun her
cinematic journey with

Motha Raathiri.

From a schoolgirl
performing Kannagi to
Keerthi in Motha
Raathiri, Sumithra’s
journey is only begin
ning. With her dusky
elegance, expressive
face, classical dance
skills and particularly
strong Tamil diction,
she has all the qualities
to emerge as one of the
film’s most noticeable

discoveries.

Motha Raathiri is
directed by Raja
Karuppasamy and
produced by Mythri
Movie Makers,
with Sumithra
Devi L. playing an
important role in the

ensemble cast.

VELANKANNI SPECIAL TRAINS BETWEEN
TAMBARAM AND TIRUVARUR

Chennai, 23 August
2026: The following
special trains will be
operated to clear extra
rush of passengers
during Velankanni
Festival as detailed

below:

Train No. 06067
/06068 Tambaram —
Tiruvarur — Tambaram

Express Specials:

Train No. 06067
Tambaram — Tiruvarur
Express Special will
leave Tambaram at
23.50 hrs on 28th
August, 2026 (Friday)
and reach Tiruvarur at
07.45 hrs, the next day

(1 Service)

In return direction,
06068

Tiruvarur — Tambaram

Train No.

Express Special will

WOin No. vgue/ Train No. 06048
fambaram - Slali an ? | Tiruvarut - Tambaram

Tiruvarur .hpm’ Express Special

Special

2350 (Friday) (d) Tambaram (a) | 0830(Sunday)
00.43/00.45 a/d] | Chengabatiu | (a/d 07.33/07.35
02.35/02.40 a/d Vilupuram a/d| 05.45/05.50
03.28/03.30 a/dl | CuddolorePort | (ald] 04.43/04 45
0400704 02 ald Chidambaram | (afd (40003 4/
05.08/05.10 a/d] | Mayloduthurai | (ofd 0200/02.02
05.30/05.52 a/d Thrunalory (a/d 01,43/01.45
04 04/08.04 afd Karako ajfd| 01.14/01.18
Ua.24/06.26 ald Nagore ald UL 53/00.55
06.48/04 5'; o/d) | Nogopatinom | (o/d] 00.30/00.40

07.45 (Solurday) {a) Tiruwarur (d) 2355 (Salurday)

leave Tiruvarur at
23.55 hrs on 29th
2026
(Saturday) and reach
Tambaram at 08.30 hrs,
the next day (1 Service)

August,

Coach Composi
tion: 2- AC Three Tier
Coaches, 12- Sleeper
4-

General Second Class

Class Coaches,

Coaches & 2- Luggage

cum Brake Vans

The details of

timings and stoppages
of Train No. 06067
/06068 Tambaram -—
Tiruvarur — Tambaram
Express Specials are as

follows (Timings in

hours):

A dvance
Reservation for the
above Special Trains
will open at 08.00 hrs
on23.08.2026.
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SRM FOUNDER'S BIRTHDAY TROPHY 2026 - 15T INTERNATIONAL FIDE RAPID RATING
OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT AT SRM BHARATHIDASAN CAMPUS, PUDUKKOTTAI

Chennai, 23 August
2026: The Directorate
of Sports, SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology (SRM
IST),
with Golden Knights
Chess Academy &

Master Mind Chess

in association

Academy, is
organizing the SRM
Founder’s Birthday
Trophy — SRM st
International FIDE
Rapid Rating Open
Chess Tournament
2026 at SRM Bharathi
dasan Campus,
Mathur, Pudukkottai,
on 23rd August 2026
(Sunday).

The tournament is
being conducted under
the aegis of the
Pudukkottai District
Chess Association,
Tamil Nadu State

Chess Association

(TNSCA) and All India
Chess Federation
(AICF). The event is
aimed at promoting
competitive chess and
providing players with
an opportunity to gain
valuable FIDE-rated
tournament experi

€nce.

The tournament
carries an impressive
total prize fund of 32.5
lakh, along with 72
cash prizes and 80
trophies. Separate
prizes will be awarded
in various categories,
including Open,
Women, Veteran,
Divyang Players and
age categories Under-
9, Under-11, Under-13
and Under-15.
Trophies will also be
awarded to all Under-7

participants.

The tournament will
follow the Swiss
System as per the latest
FIDE rules. The time
control will be 10
minutes + 5 seconds
increment from Move
1. The entry fee is
%1,250, while GM, IM,
WGM and WIM
players are eligible for

free entry.

The organizing
committee is headed by
Dr. R. Mohana
krishnan, Director —
Sports, SRMIST, along
with Mr. Rajasekar G,
DPE, SRMBC,
Ms. V. Pushpalatha,
ADPE, SRMBC, with

and

the support of chess
officials and the
Pudukkottai District

Chess Association.

The tournament is

expected to attract

chess players from
different parts of the
country and will
contribute signifi
cantly to the promotion
and development of
chess among young

and emerging players.

The last date for
entry is 21st August
2026.

The Directorate of
Sports, SRMIST,
invites chess enthu
siasts, players and the
public to witness and
support this prestigious

international-rated

chess tournament.
For further details:

Mr. G.Rajasekar -
9965837511

Mr. S. Ganesh Babu
—99445 64728

Mr. K. Sathyan —
8610292372.

ONAM SPECIAL TRAINS BETWEEN HAZRAT
NIZAMUDDIIN AND THIRUVANANTHAPURAM CENTRAL

Chennai, 23 August
2026: Northern
Railway has notified
for Special trains
(Trains on Demand) to
clear extra rush of
passengers during
Onam festival as

detailed below:

Train No. 04080/
04079 Hazrat Niza
muddin - Thiruva
nanthapuram Central —
Hazrat Nizamuddin

Superfast Specials:

Train No. 04080
Hazrat Nizamuddin -
Thiruvananthapuram
Central Superfast
Special will leave
Hazrat Nizamuddin at
13.35 hrs on 23rd
August, 2026 (Sunday)
and reach Thiruva
nanthapuram Central at
17.00 hrs, the third day

(1 Service)

In return direction,
Train No. 04079 Thiru
vananthapuram Cen
tral — Hazrat Nizamud
din Superfast Special
will leave Thiruvanan

thapuram Central at

05.00 hrs on 27th

August, 2026 (Thurs
day) and reach Hazrat
Nizamuddin at 06.40
hrs, the third day (1

Service)

Coach Composi

tion: 10- AC Three Tier

Coaches, 1- Second
Class Coach & 1-
Luggage cum Brake

Van

The details of
timings and stoppages

of Train No. 04080/

Hazrat Nizamuddin
Superfast Specials are
as follows (Timings in

hours):

A dvance
Reservation for the

above Special Trains

Coaches, 4- Sleeper 04079 Hazrat Niza will open at 08.00 hrs
Class Coaches, 4- muddin - Thiruvanan on 23.08.2026 from
General Second Class thapuram Central — Southern Railway End
Train No, 04080 Train No. 04079
HamatNizamuddin - Thiruvananthapuram
Thiruvanonthapuram | 7 Slation 1 Ceniral = Hazral
Cenimal Superfast Nizamuddin
Special Superast Special
13.35 {Sunday) {d) | HozatNizamuddin | [a] 04 40 (Saturday)
16,55/17.00 [a/d) Mathura {aid] 03.10/03.15
22.30/22.40 [a/d] Kota [a/d] 22.05/22.15
02.10/02. E[ {a/d] Ratlam {a/d] 18.55,/19.05
05.55/04.00 (a/d] Vadodar {a/d) 5.25/15.30
07.43/07.45 {a/d] Udhno {a/d] 3.43/13.45
LIRS [ald) Vosai Rood (a/d] 10.55/11.00
12.50/12.55 [a/d] anvel {o/d) 09.20/0%.25
14.25/14.30 (a/d) Roha lafd]|  08.10/08.20
18.25/18.30 {afd Ratnogr {a/d) 04.05/04.10
E 28/21.30 ja/d Thivim {a/d) 00.11/00.13
3.10/23.20 {a/d) Madgaon Jn ja/d] 23.10/23.20
I"’JHJSE a/d| Karwar ja/d] 21.33/21.35
01.23/01.25 [a/d) Eumia {afd] ).35/20.37
ol ke e i P
o4yon4s | forel| "GO gl |10/ 192eas
03.25/03.27 [a/d Kundapura [a/d) 18.48/18.50
04.08/ u4 5] [a/d| Udup! ja/d] 18.18/18.20
05.50/05.55 [a/d] Mangalare Jr |a/d) 16.40/16.50
04.33/04.35 a/d| Kasaragod ja/d] 15.25/15.27
07.43/07 45 [a/d] Kannur {a/d) 14.13/14.15
0B.58/09.00 [a/d) Kozhidcode {afd] 12.48/12.50
I'.i..".--.'i i..=..’i.‘ [a/d Shoranur (a/id] 11.25/11.30
1L.13/11.15 {a/d] Theisur [a/d) 10.28/10.30
11 13/ :m {a/d] Aluva {a/d) 09.33/09.35
12.25/12.35 {a/dl| EmoklomTown | [a/d) 09.00/09.10
13.25/13.27 [a/d) Kottayom (a/d) 07.43/07 .45
14.03/14.05 a/d) Chengannur (a/d) 07.05/07.07
| 4.25/14.2/ [afa] Eoyankulam (a/d] 06,43 /04,45
15.08/1510 [a/d) Kollam Jn | la/d] 5 -5 |.
ass Tloll] Vonala 1o/ 05A0M547
17.00 (Tuesday) | () ""'”"'“é':::':'?"”m"" (d) | 0500 (Thursday)




