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‘OPEN FILES AND TAKE ACTION’
LIVE TELECAST OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS:
UDHAYANIDHI, MINISTERS SPAR IN ASSEMBLY

Chennai, 22 August
2026: A heated
exchange brokeout
between Opposition
Leader Udhayanidhi
Stalin and Ministers in
the Tamil Nadu
Assembly on Friday
over the issue of files
reportedly pending
before the Chief
Minister, with sharp
arguments also
emerging over live
telecast of Assembly
proceedings and
deletion of remarks

from the records.

Speaking in the
Assembly, Udhaya
nidhi referred to Chief
Minister Vijay's
remarks on August 19
about files kept on his
table and said the
Government should
open them and take
action if they contained
evidence of wrong

doing.

“If there is evidence
in those files, take
action. Why are you
afraid?” he said, urging
the Chief Minister to
examine the files
relating to alleged
corruption and initiate

immediate action.

When Minister
Aadhav Arjuna
attempted to respond,
DMK members rose
and objected to the
Opposition Leader

being interrupted.

'Don't be afraid of

threats':

Udhayanidhi
Udhayanidhi said the
Assembly was being
live-streamed under
the present Govern
ment and questioned
why the DMK's 2021
election promise to
telecast Assembly
proceedings live had
not been implemented

during its tenure.

He said the DMK
was the first to
introduce live telecast
of Assembly proceed
ings and Question
Hour. However, he
alleged that the present
situation did not allow
proper debates during
Question Hour. He also
objected to remarks
being broad cast before
they were subsequently
deleted from the
Assembly records, and
urged the Speaker to

ensure that words

removed from the

official record were
completely excluded
from the live broad

cast.

“Do not speak in the
Assembly as if
delivering cinema
punch dialogues. The
DMK will not be
intimidated by threats.
If there is evidence,
take action,” Udhaya

nidhi said.

Nirmal Kumar:
Action will be trans

parent Minister

C.T.R. Nirmal
Kumar said the Gove
rnment would function
transparently and
without concealment
and that action was
being taken against
in all

violations

departments.

Udhayanidhi
responded that this was
precisely the kind of
response that surprised
the Opposition and
again maintained that
the DMK had been the
first to livestream
Question Hour.

His remarks
triggered reactions
from the treasury

benches. Minister

Anand cites elderly

viewer's appreciation.

Minister N. Anand
said a 70-yearold man
he met at a market had
told him that his family
no longer watched
television serials but
instead sat together to
watch proceedings of

the Assembly.

School Education

Minister backs Speaker

School Education
Ministe r Rajmohan
said live telecast
should be completely
impartial and that the
TVK Government was
providing it without
favouring the ruling

party.

Rajmohan also
defended the Speaker's
conduct, saying
members of both the
AIADMK and DMK
had sung songs in the
Assembly in the past
and that such incidents
were not new. He
maintained that the
Speaker was func
tioning impar tially and
without discrimination
and praised him for
ensuring neutrality in
the conduct of the

House.

14TH INDIA-NEPAL JOINT WORKING
GROUP MEETING HELD IN DEHRADUN

Chennai, 22 August
2026: The 14th
meeting of the India-
Nepal Joint Working
Group (JWG) was held
on 20-21 August 2026

in Dehradun.

The Indian delega
tion was led by Ms.
Pausumi Basu, Joint
Secretary (BM-I),
Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government
of India. The Nepali
delegation was led by
Mr. Ananda Kafle,

Joint Secretary, Minis

try of Home Affairs,

Government of Nepal.

Both sides reviewed
the entire spectrum of
bilateral cooperation
on border management
and security, and reaffir
med their commitment
to strengthening coope
ration in these areas.
Discussions covered
addressing trans-
border crime and
criminal activities; the
strengthening and
effective utilisation of

border infrastructure,

14" JOINT WORKING GROUP

BETWEEN

particularly Integrated
Check Posts (ICPs),

roads and railway
networks; and the
removal of encroach
ments and mainte
nance of boundary
pillars. The two sides
also exchanged views
on strengthening

institutional coordi

INDIA A

ND NEPAL

LA LUCS)

nation and capacity
building across various
sectors, and agreed to
sustain engagement in

these areas.

It was agreed that
the next meeting of the
Joint Working Group
will be held in Nepal at
a mutually convenient

date.

POWER BILL MISMATCH: MINISTER NIRMAL KUMAR
CITES 2,719 CASES. SENTHIL BALAJI QUESTIONS
DATA IN TABLED POLICY NOTE

Chennai, 22 August
2026: A sharp
exchange took place in
the Tamil Nadu
Assembly over sudden
increases in domestic
electricity bills, with
Electricity Minister
C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar
attributing some
billing discrepancies to
incorrect readings,
while former Minister
V. Senthil Balaji
questioned the data
presented in the Energy
Department's policy

note.

Responding to ques
tions on complaints of
higher power bills after
the change of govern
ment, Nirmal Kumar

saild the Tamil Nadu

Generation and Distri
bution Corporation's
review of more than 3
lakh electricity connec
tions had identified
2,719 mismatches. He
said the discre pancies
were caused by
incorrect calculations
and the practice of
“table reading”, under
which the previous
reading was taken into
account instead of
recording the meter

reading directly.

“Instructions have
been issued to take
meter readings
directly,” the Minister
said. Minister cites

tender irregularities.

Responding to for

mer Minister Senthil

Balaji's criticism of his
remarks at a press
meet, Nirmal Kumar
said irregularities had
been detected in 45
tenders, following
which cases had been
registered and investi
gations were under
way. He also referred to
changes in the Electri
city portfolio during
the previous regime,
saying four Ministers
had handled the depart
ment since 2021,
including a Minister
who was subsequently
arrested and sent to
prison. Senthil Balaji

questions policy note.

Senthil Balaji said
he had gone through
the Energy Depart

ment's Policy Note and
questioned the extent
of fresh data presented
init.

“Only five pages
contain data; the rest
largely consists of old
notes without statis
tics,” he said. He also
referred to the policy
note's mention of the
transfer of 3,437 gang
men, and questioned
why none of them had

so farbeenrelieved.

The exchange
brought the focus back
to electricity billing
accuracy, departmental
administration, tender
irregularities and the
quality of data
presented in the Energy
Policy Note.

59 DMK MLAS REJECT

GOVERNMENT CARS:

Chennai, 22 August
2026: The Tamil Nadu
Government's decision
to provide vehicles to
all MLAs has triggered
a political debate, with
the DMK announcing
that its 59 MLAs will
not accept the cars and
urging the Government
to restrict the facility to
financially weaker

legislators.

Chief Minister
Vijay had announced in
the Assembly under
Rule 110 that vehicles
would be provided by
the Government to all
MLASs to enable them
to carry out their
constituency work
without difficulty,
particularly benefiting
first-time legislators
and those without
strong financial
Under the
proposal, MLAs will

résources.

also be provided Rs
75,000 per month as
vehicle allowance
towards expenses
including driver, fuel

and mainte nance. In

addition, Rs 25,000 per
month as assistant
allowance will be
provided to engage an
assistant for office-
related work.
Necessary amend
ments to the relevant
legislation will be
made and orders
issued, the Chief
Minister had said.

Opposition Leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin,
however, said the
DMK's 59 MLAs had
decided not to accept
the government-
provided cars. He
submitted a document
signed by all the party's
MLASs to the Assembly.

Udhayanidhi said
the Chief Minister had
pointed out that Tamil
Nadu was under a
heavy debt burden and
argued that unneces
sary expenditure
should therefore be
avoided. He said
vehicles should instead
be provided only to

economically weaker

: “GOVT IS IN DEBT" e i
UDHAYANIDHI SAYS ALL 59 DMK MLAs WILL |
REJECT CM VIJAY'S FREE CAR OFFER

MLA:sS.

“We have decided
that all 59 DMK MLAs
will not accept the cars
announced by the
Government,” Udhaya
nidhi said, adding that
the decision had been
taken following the
advice of former Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin.
CPI MLA Thali
Ramachandran also
said the party's MLAs
did not want the
government-provided
cars and that it was
their stand that the

facility was unneces
sary.

Responding to the
Opposition's objec
tions, Minister Aadhav
Arjuna defended the

Government's deci

sion. He said Ministers
were provided with
cars, residences and
four assistants,
whereas MLAs did not

enjoy similar facilities.

An MLA, he said,
had to travel exten
sively across the consti
tuency to meet people
and address their
issues, and the vehicle
facility was intended to
support this public

service.

The exchange over
the proposed vehicle
facility has thus
brought into focus both
the need to support
MLASs in constituency-
level public service and
the question of
reducing government

expenditure.
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AUGMONT ENTERPRISES LIMITED RAISES ¥246.30 CRORES FROM 14
ANCHOR INVESTORS, AT UPPER PRICE BAND OF ¥ 788 PER EQUITY SHARE

Chennai, 22 August
2026: Augmont
Enterprises Limited
has allotted 31,25,633
Equity Shares to 14
anchor investors at
X788 per equity share
(including share
premium of X783 per
Equity Share) aggrega
ting X 3246.29 Crores,
ahead of company’s

proposed Initial Public
Offer (“IPO”).

The anchor book
saw participation from
a wide variety of
investors, including
Nomura Trust and
Banking Co., HDFC
Mutual Fund, Nippon
India Mutual Fund,
Tata Mutual Fund,
Jupiter India Fund,
Jupiter Global Fund,
Lion Global Invest
ment Funds, Edelweiss
Life Insurance
Company, Trust MF
Flexi Cap Fund,
Authum Investment
and Infrastructure
Limited, Ashish
Kacholia’s Bengal
Finance and Invest
ment, Girik Multicap
Growth Equity Fund,

360 ONE Alternates

Asset Management /
360 ONE WAM and
Societe Generale —

ODI.

Out of the total
allocation 0f 31,25,633
Equity Shares to the
Anchor Investors,
13,883,846 Equity
Shares (i.e., 44.27% of
the total allocation to
Anchor Investors)
were allocated to 4
domestic mutual funds,
which applied through

atotal of 5 schemes.

Out of the total
allocation of 31,25,633
Equity Shares to the
Anchor Investors,
1,26,920 Equity Shares
(i.e., 4.06% of the total
allocation to Anchor
Investors) were
allocated to 1 Life

Insurance Company.

Augmont Enter
prises Limited
proposes to open the
initial public offering
of its equity shares of
face value X 5 each on
Friday, August 21,
2026 and close on
Tuesday, August 25,

2026.

The Price Band of
the Offer has been
fixed from T 750 per
Equity Share of face
value X 5 each to X788
per Equity Share of
face value of %5 each.
Bids can be made for a
minimum of 19 Equity
Shares of face value 35
each and multiples of
19 Equity Shares of
face value ¥ 5 each
thereafter. The floor
price and the cap price
are 150.00 times and
157.60 times the face
value of the Equity
Shares, respectively.
The Price to Earnings
Ratio (P/E) based on
basic and diluted EPS
for Fiscal 2026 for the
Company at the lower
end of the price band
(Floor Price) is 18.54
times and at the upper
end of the price band
(Cap Price) is 19.48
times. The Weighted
Average Return on Net
Worth for the last three
fiscal yearsis 55.25%.

The 825 crores
Offer comprises a fresh
issue of Equity Shares
of face value %5 each

aggregating up to 3620

crores and an offer for
sale of Equity Shares of
face value IS5 each
aggregating up to 3205
Crores by certain
existing shareholders
including Equity
Shares of face value 35
each aggregating up to
%69.4 crores by Namita
Ketan Kothari, Equity
Shares of face value I5
each aggregating up to
%69.4 crores by Vivek
Prithviraj Kothari and
Equity Shares of face
value 5 each aggregat
ing up to 366.2 crores
by Dimple Mukesh
Kothari. The Offer also
comprises of a reser
vation of such number
of Equity Shares
aggregating up to X 4
crores for purchase by
eligible employees of
the Company.

Nuvama Wealth
Management Limited,
Intensive Fiscal
Services Private
Limited, JM Financial
Limited and Motilal
Oswal Investment
Advisors Limited are
the Book Running
Lead Managers to
the Offer.

ROFF LAUNCHES QUIRKY CAMPAIGN ON
RIGHT TILE INSTALLATION SOLUTIONS

Chennai, 22 August
2026: ROFF, the tile
and stone fixing
solutions brand from
Pidilite Industries Ltd.,
has unveiled a quirky
new television cam
paign highlighting the
importance of choos
ing the right tile instal
lation system for long-

lasting performance.

Conceptualised by
Ogilvy and created by
Corcoise Films, the
humour-led campaign
is set in a prison, where
an inmate struggles
with tiles that
repeatedly loosen and
fall apart, highlighting
the consequences of
poor installation

quality.

Mr. Sandeep
Chief

Marketing Officer,

Tanwani,

Pidilite Industries Ltd.,
said the campaign aims
to build awareness
around specialised tile
and stone installation
solutions, particularly
as category penetration
remains at around

20-25%.

He emphasised that
while the right tile
enhances a space’s
aesthetics, the right
installation solution
ensures lasting perfor
mance. Mr.

Pandey, Co-founder &

Prasoon
Director, Corcoise
Films, and Anurag
Agnihotri, CCO, West,
Ogilvy, highlighted the

creative use of humour
and the prison narrative
to demonstrate the
contrast between
traditional

solutions and ROFF’s

fixing

superior bonding.

Rolling out across
television, digital and
social media platforms,
the integrated cam
paign targets home
owners, contractors,
architects and masons,
encouraging them to
consider the complete

installation system

alongside their choice

of tiles.

Through the
campaign, ROFF aims
to strengthen aware
ness of quality tile
adhesives and applica
tion systems while
reinforcing its posi
tioning as a trusted
solution for durable tile

and stone installations.

Pidilite Industries
Limited’s portfolio
includes leading
brands such as Fevicol,
M-Seal, Fevikwik,
Fevistik, Roff, Dr.
Fixit, Araldite and

Fevicryl.

KIA SORENTO PRODUCTION BEGINS IN
INDIA AHEAD OF SEPTEMBER 4 DEBUT

Chennai, 22 August
2026: Kia India has
unveiled the first
official images of its
premium flagship
SUYV, the Kia Sorento,
ahead of its India debut

on September 4, 2026.

Marking Kia’s entry
into the premium three-
row SUV segment in
India, the Sorento will
be the brand’s first
hybrid SUV in the
country, combining a
commanding design,
sophisticated interiors
advanced tech

and

nology.

Production of the
Sorento has

commenced at Kia

India’s Anantapur
facility, with the first
locally produced unit
rolling off the

production line today.

The SUV will be
offered with a Hybrid
powertrain with All-
Wheel Drive (AWD),
along with a Diesel
powertrain, providing
customers with greater
choice based on their
driving and ownership

needs.

The Sorento will
also introduce Kia Al
Assistant, powered by
Live Generative Al,
making it the first
Sorento globally to

feature the technology

and the first Kia model

to bring Live Genera
tive Al to India’s
automotive industry.
The technology
enables dynamic,
conversational inter
actions and access to

real-time information.

Kia India MD and
CEO Gwanggu Lee
said the Sorento marks
a significant milestone

in the company’s

premium portfolio and
reinforces Kia’s
commitment to
offering customers
advanced technology
and meaningful power

train choices.

Pre-bookings are
now open through Kia
India dealerships and
its official website. The
Sorento will make its
official India debut on

September 4, 2026.

CONGRUENCE HOLDINGS TARGETS 300 OUTLETS BY 2028 ACROSS SOUTH INDIA;
PLANS 15 GOFIX PREMIUM STANDALONE SERVICE CENTERS BEFORE MARCH 2027

Chennai, 22 August
2026: Chennai-based
Congruence Holdings,
a consumer technology
company offering
services spanning the
retail, repair and
upgrading of electronic
products, is charting an
ambitious expansion
plan to grow its
network of 30 retail and
service formats across
Tamil Nadu to 300
outlets by 2028, as it

forays into major cities

across South India.

The company has
built a diversified
consumer technology
ecosystem through a

portfolio of exclusive

brands, including
GoGizmo, GoFix,
GoCare, GoCashin,

GoRenew, GoPulse,
GoAlliance and
GoStack. Together,
these brands cater to
different stages of the
consumer electronics
lifecycle, creating an
integrated network of
retail and technology-

led services.

Congruence
Holdings’ expansion

plans include adding

the integrated
GoGizmo-GoFix
stores and developing a
new generation of
standalone premium
GoFix Service &
Experience Centres.
The company plans to
begin with five such

premium centres each

in Chennai and Benga

luru. Designed to offer |

a more organised and
professional alter
native to conventional
neighbourhood repair
shops, these service
and experience centres
will combine advanced
repair capabilities with
an enhanced customer

experience.

To support its
expansion plans,
Congruence Holdings
opened its new
corporate office in
Chennai today. The
facility was inaugu
rated by Mr. Nawas
Kani, Chairman, TN
Wakf Board and
Member of Parliament,
Ramanathapuram in
the presence of Mr.
Sharfudeen, COO,
BAZ Group of

Companies. The event
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also brought together
government represen
tatives, business
leaders, partners, and

employees.

The longer-term
ambition of the
company is to build a
consumer technology
institution that remains
relevant throughout the
lifecycle of a custo
mer’s device, from
discovering and buying
a product to protecting,
repairing and caring for
it, and eventually

selling, renewing or

upgrading it.

In his comments,
Mr. Mohammed Rafi
Sait, Managing
Director, Congruence
Holdings, said, “Our
vision goes beyond

building a larger retail
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or repair network. We
are building an
integrated consumer
technology ecosystem
that can remain connec
ted with customers
throughout the life

cycle of their devices.

From discovery and
purchase to protection,
repair, resale, refurbish
ment and upgrade, we
want to make every
stage simpler, more
transparent and more
valuable for the

customer.

The real
opportunity for us is
not just in the number
of devices we sell, but
in how meaningfully
and responsibly we can
serve customers across

their entire technology

journey.”
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CELEBRATE KERALA’S MUCH LOVED HARVEST FESTIVAL ONAM WITH ONASADHYA
BY KAPPA CHAKKA KANDHARI ON AUGUST 25- 26 2026 IN CHENNAI

Chennai, 22 August
2026: Celebrate the
homecoming of
Kerala’s legendary
mythical King Maha
bali with fervour and
feasting this year. No
Onam festivity is
complete without the
traditional Onasadhya
and this harvest season,
award-winning Kerala
speciality restaurant
Kappa Chakka
Kandhari Chennai,
brings you a sump
tuous traditional Ona
sadhya. The specially
curated Onasadhya for
dine-in comprises
twenty-five traditional
vegetarian dishes
prepared by cooks
from Kerala, is on offer
by Kappa Chakka
Kandhari, Chennai and
Bengaluru, on August
25 and 26, 2026, for
lunch only. In addition,
there is the Onasadhya

Box comprising the

complete meal for 5-6
persons and a selection
of traditional Onam
Special Payasams for
take-away on August
25 and August 26,
2026, to enjoy the

much-loved festival
with friends and family
at home. Make your
reservations for
Onasadhya in advance
or book our special
take-away offerings,
exclusively through
our website www.

kappachakkakandhari.

com

Onasadhya - a grand
multi-course vegeta
rian banquet known to
use ingredients from
the harvest, is truly the
pride of every
Malayali. Speciality
cooks from Kerala
prepare a feast that is
truly befitting a King.
This year the Ona

sadhya will be served

as a thali meal compri

sing a selection of 25
traditional delicacies.
Start with Cheru
Pazham, Nendrakai
Nuruku, Sarkara
Varattiyathu, Pavakka
Kondattam and Payaru
Kondattam. Our
pickles include Manga
Achar, Naranga Achar,
Nellika Achar and the
much-loved Inji Puli
along with Beetroot
Kichadi and Pineapple
Pachadi. An elaborate
selection of vegetables
in your feast includes
Olan, Cabbage Thoran,
Avial and Koottu Kari.
Enjoy Nei-Parippu
with Matta Red Rrice
accompanied with

delicious Sambar,

Kalan, Pappadam and

Rasam. The elaborate
Onasadhya feast is
incomplete without the
delicious Palada Paya
sam, Ada Pradhaman,
Payaru Payasam &
Chakka Pradhaman.
Priced at Rs 1980 (Incl.
taxes) per head for
adults and Rs 1180
(Incl. Taxes) for
children, Onasadhya is
available for dine-in
only on August 25-26,
2026 for lunch at
different time slots at:
Chennai: Kappa
Chakka Kandhari,
No.10, Haddows Road,
Nungambakkam.
Chennai- 600006. Ph:

+919858591010.

CHENNAI HOMEBUYERS PRIORITISE
FUNCTIONAL INTERIORS: DESIGNCAFE

offices, flexible family maintaining a contem transparent project

Chennai, 22 August
2026: DesignCafe has
observed a significant
shift in homeowner
preferences in
Chennai, with con
sumers increasingly
prioritising func
tionality, flexibility
and climate-responsive
design over aesthetics
alone. As urban life
styles evolve, home
owners are seeking
interiors that support
everyday living while
reflecting their

personal style and the

city's cultural identity.

The trend is
particularly evident
among buyers of larger
homes and 3BHK
apartments, where
every square foot is
being optimised for
multiple purposes.

Dedicated home

spaces, smart storage
solutions and multi
functional layouts are
becoming essential
features, enabling
homes to seamlessly

accommodate work,

leisure and family life.

DesignCafe also
noted that Chennai's
hot and humid climate
is influencing interior
design choices. Home
owners are increa
singly opting for cross-
ventilation, natural
lighting, heat-resistant
materials and
breathable finishes.
Materials such as
terracotta, natural

wood, rattan, linen,
lime-based textures
and locally sourced
elements are gaining
popularity for enhan

cing comfort while

porary aesthetic.

Another emerging
trend 1s the integration
of traditional design
elements into modern
interiors. Dedicated
pooja spaces, hand
crafted wooden furni
ture, cane accents and
Athangudi-inspired
colour palettes are
being thoughtfully
incorporated into
contemporary homes,
creating personalised
living spaces that blend
heritage with modern
lifestyles. The
company said these
evolving prefe rences
reflect the growing
maturity of India's
organised home
interiors market, where
consumers increa

singly value profes

sional design expertise,

execution and end-to-

end interior solutions.

Following its inte
gration with Home
Lane in 2024, Design
Cafe is targeting 40%
year-on-year growth
during the current
financial year. With 23
Experience Centres
across 16 cities and
more than 15,000
homes designed nation
wide, Chennai remains
a key market in the
company's expansion
strategy. DesignCafe
expects demand for
persona lised, durable
and professionally
executed interiors to
continue growing as
homeowners increa
singly seek homes that
combine long-term

functionality with

timeless design.

ON NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS DAY, ATHULYA SENIOR CARE
CHAMPIONS DIGNITY, PURPOSE AND ACTIVE AGEING |

Chennai, 22 August
2026: On National
Senior Citizens Day,
observed annually on
21st August, Athulya
Senior Care, India’s
largest assisted living
provider, brought
together residents,
families and care teams
across its centres for a
series of activities
focused on companion
ship, wellbeing and
celebrating the

contributions of senior

citizens.

The celebrations
reflected Athulya’s
commitment to
creating a senior-care
environment that goes
beyond clinical needs
to foster dignity,
independence, connec

tion and a strong sense

of community. Wlth an
integrated senior-care
ecosystem spanning
assisted living,
rehabilitation, transi
tion care, mind and
memory care, pallia
tive care and dedicated
geriatric care hospital,
Athulya supports
seniors and their
families across
multiple stages of the

ageing journey.

Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Srini
vasan G., Founder &
CEO, Athulya Senior
Care, said, “National
Senior Citizens Day is
an opportunity to
celebrate the experi
ences, contributions
and individuality of our
seniors. At Athulya, we

believe that senior care

must go beyond
addressing medical
needs to creating an
environment where
seniors feel connected,
independent and
valued. Every inter
action and experience
we create is guided by
our commitment to
ensuring that ageing is
supported with dignity,
purpose and a strong

sense of belonging.”

Across Athulya’s
centres, seniors
participated in a range
of community-centric

and senior-friendly

activities, including
games, music, cultural
performances,
interactive sessions
and cake-cutting cere
monies. The celebra
tions brought residents
together with their
families and care
teams, creating oppor
tunities for social
connection, participa
tion and shared experi
ences. The occasion
reinforced Athulya’s
belief that senior care
should create space for
joy, connection and
active living at every

stage of life.

INDIA RATINGS & RESEARCH UPGRADES ABD’S RATING
BY TWO NOTCHES TO ‘IND AA-’ WITH STABLE OUTLOOK

Chennai, 22 August which Ind-Ra expects medium term, despite evolving financial

2026: Allied Blenders
and Distillers Limited
(ABD), one of India’s
leading spirits
companies and the
country’s largest
exporter by volume,
today announced that
India Ratings &
Research (Ind-Ra) has
upgraded the rating on
the company’s bank
facilities by two
notches from ‘IND A’
to ‘IND AA-

Stable Outlook.

with a

Key Highlights:

The upgrade

reflects ABD’s
continued growth in
consolidated scale of

operations in FY26,

to sustain with scale
and grow further over

the medium term.

The Stable Outlook
reflects Ind-Ra’s expec
tation that ABD’s
improved profitability
is likely to sustain, led
by a better sales-mix
through premiumi
zation, leading to
enhanced gross
margins. Progress in
ongoing backward
integration projects is
set to support EBITDA
margins in the medium
term. Furthermore, the
agency expects ABD’s
consolidated net

leverage to remain

comfortable over

ongoing capex.

The rating action
also factors in ABD’s
strong market position
in the IMFL industry,
pan-India diversifica
tion and the expanding
size of the industry,
which support the
sustainability of scale
and steady improve
ment over the medium

to long term.

Commenting on the
rating upgrade, Amar
Sinha,
Director of ABD,

Managing

stated, “This two-notch
upgrade to IND AA-
with a Stable Outlook
is an important affir

mation of ABD’s

profile and the
sustained progress we
are making across
scale, profitability and

balance-sheet strength.

It reflects the
discipline with which
we are executing our
premi umisation
agenda, improving
operating resilience
and invest ing in long-
term capabi lities,
including back ward

integration.

We remain focused
on building a stronger,
more agile and future-
ready ABD while
continuing to pursue
growth with financial

prudence.”
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‘MIDDLE CLASS MAPPILLAF (MCM): A FILM ABOUT CHALLENGES
FACED BY 90S KIDS IN FINDING A SUITABLE BRIDE

Chennai, 22 August
2026: IT professional
Prabhu Ekambaram is
turning his passion for
filmmaking into reality
with 'Middle Class
Mappillai' (MCM), a
feature film he wrote,
directed, and stars in
under the banner of

Aanshva Productions.

Backed by Aanshva
Productions, the film
features Haripriya as
the female lead, while
Sheeba Christy, Aroul
D. Shankar and

Elizabeth play impor

tantroles.

Speaking about
'Middle Class
Mappillai', director

Prabhu Ekambaram

said, “The film will

present in an enter

taining manner the
struggles faced by 90s
kids,
difficulties they

particularly the

encounter in finding a
suitable bride. We are
making the film in a
way that realistically
reflects the lives and
experiences of middle-

class families."

Rashaanth Arwin
has composed the
music for 'Middle
Class Mappillai', with
Abishek handling the
cinematography. The
film has editing by
Suriya Murugan and
lyrics by VIJP

Raghupathi.

The direction team
comprises Srujith,
Naveen and Jaisankar.

Nikil Murukan is the

ELEL LE II.I..‘I:I.IF

Publicist, while Raps
Prasaath is the Creative
Director. Publicity
designs are by Ramesh
Senthil and Praveen,
with still photography
by Santhosh. Made on
Aanshva Productions

banner and written,

directed and headlined

Prabhu
'Middle

by
Ekambaram,
Class Mappillai' has
com pleted its
shooting. Post-
production work is
currently progressing
at a brisk pace, and the
team is planning to

release the film soon.

AMAZON PAY GIFT CARDS UNVEIL RAKSHA BANDHAN
OFFERS WITH SAME-DAY DELIVERY & UP TO 5% CASHBACK

Chennai, 22 August
2026:
Gift

Amazon Pay
Cards has
announced its Raksha
bandhan festive offers,
featuring premium
Rakhi gift boxes for
physical gift cards with
same-day and next-day
delivery, up to 5%
cashback on physical
cards, and up to X150
cashback on eGift
Cards. eGift Cards also
offer instant WhatsApp
and email delivery,
along with new perso
nalization options
including photo
uploads, Rakhi-themed
animated designs, and

Gen Al-powered

designs.

The gift cards start
at I10 and can be
redeemed across more
than 15 crore products
on Amazon and more
than 20,000 partner
apps, covering
categories such as
fashion, electronics,
groceries and gaming.
Amazon Pay ICICI
Bank Credit Card
holders can also earn
flat 2% unlimited
cashback on gift card
purchases during the
Rakshabandhan festive
period. Neha Gupta
Mahatame, Director,
Stored Value and

Gifting, Amazon Pay,

e guesswork.

initiative

said the

combines the joy of
physical gifting with
the flexibility of gift
cards and Al-powered

personalization.

Rakshabandhan
gifting is further
enhanced with
premium gift boxes
designed for siblings,

offering a convenient

gifting experience for
both last-minute and
planned purchases.
Amazon Pay enables
customers to use their
Amazon balance, bank
account or UPI across
the Amazon ecosystem
and partner merchants,
while offering services
across payments,
insurance and

credit,

gift cards. T&C apply.

OFFICIALS' CLAIMS ARE A DELAYING TACTIC: TVK
CONDEMNS THE GOVERNMENT IN THE VAIKO CASE

Chennai, 22 August
2026: The High Court
has reprimanded the
Tamil Nadu govern
ment regarding the
case concerning the
removal of *Seemai
Karuvelam* (Prosopis
juliflora) trees. MD
MK General Secretary
Vaiko had filed a
petition in the High
Court seeking an order

for the removal of these

trees. During the
previous hearing, the
Court had ordered the
appointment of the
Revenue Department
Secretary as the nodal
officer to implement
the directive for remov
ing the trees; the officer
was instructed to hold a
meeting with the court-
appointed judges and
others, and subse

quently submit a

report. The case came
up for hearing today.
The counsel represent
ing the government
stated that funds would
be allocated based on
reports submitted by
District Collectors
following field inspec
tions regarding the
removal of *Seemai
Karuvelam* (Prosopis
juliflora) trees.

Expressing strong

displeasure with the
Tamil Nadu govern
ment regarding the
case, the court remar
ked that the officials'
insistence on field
inspections was merely
a delaying tactic and
warned that contempt
of court proceedings
would be initiated if the
*Seemai Karuvelam*
were not

trees

removed.

MOVIE REVIEW IRUMUDI - A POWERFUL EMOTIONAL
JOURNEY OF A FATHER, DAUGHTER AND REDEMPTION

Chennai, 22 August
2026: Some films are
designed primarily to
entertain, while some
attempt to connect with
the audience at an
emotional level.
[rumudi belongs to the
latter category.
Directed by Shiva
Nirvana, the film
brings together family
emotions, devotion,
action and human
transformation in a

compelling manner.

At its heart, [rumudi
is an emotional story
built around relation
ships, particularly the
powerful bond
between a father and
his daughter. The
spiritual backdrop adds
another meaningful
dimension to the
protagonist’s journey,
making the film more
than just a conven

tional commercial

entertainer.

Ravi Teja - A
Refreshing And
Emotional Perfor
mance
Ravi Teja 1is
undoubtedly the heart

and soul of Irumudi.

Known for his
infectious energy, mass
appeal, comic timing
and powerful screen
presence, Ravi Teja

takes a different route

in this film. HlS
character has emo
tional depth, personal
struggles and an inner
conflict that gives the
actor an opportunity to
showcase a more
mature and intense side

of’his acting.

WHAT MAKES
IRUMUDI SPECIAL?

The biggest strength

of Irumudi 1s its

emotional foundation.

At its core, the film
is about a man’s
journey towards
becoming a better
human being. His
relationship with his
daughter becomes a
powerful catalyst for

his transformation.

The film success

fully brings together:

Family, Father-
Daughter Bond,
Emotion, Devotion,
Action, Redemption,

Human Values.

This combination

gives Irumudi a

distinctive identity.
Final Verdict
Irumudi is an

emotionally rich and
spiritually rooted
family drama that
showcases Ravi Teja in
a refreshing new

dimension.

Shiva Nirvana’s

direction gives the
story an emotional
soul, while G. V.

Prakash Kumar’s

music, Vishnu Sarma’s |

cinematography,
Prawin Pudi’s editing
and the strong
technical departments
elevate the overall

cinematic experience.

The film’s greatest
strength is the way it
connects a father’s love
for his daughter with
his journey towards
self-realisation and

redemption.

For audiences who
enjoy emotional family
stories blended with
devotional depth,
action and commercial
elements, Irumudi is a
film that deserves to be
experienced on the big

screen.

Verdict: A Heartfelt,
Emotional And
Spiritually Powerful

Family Drama
CAST

Ravi Teja — Lead
role, Priya Bhavani
Shankar — Female lead,
Sai Kumar — Important
role, Baby Nakshathra
— Ravi Teja’s daughter,
Ajay Ghosh — Suppor
ting role, Ramesh
Indira — Supporting
role, Swasika — Suppor
ting role, Meesala

Lakshman, Rajkumar

Kasireddy, Ramana
Bhargav, Kishore
Kancherapalem,
Karthik Adusumalli,

Mahesh.

CREW
Director: Shiva
Nirvana, Story,

Screenplay & Dialo
gues: Shiva Nirvana,
Naveen

Y. Ravi

Producers:
Yerneni,
Shankar, Production
Banner: Mythri Movie
Makers, Presenter: T-

Series Films, Music
Director: G. V. Prakash
Kumar, Cinemato
graphy: Vishnu Sarma,
Editor: Prawin Pudi,
Production Designer:
Sahi Suresh, Art
Direction: Bhargava
Noundla, Action
Choreographers: Ram-
Lakshman, Real
Satheesh, Choreo
graphers: Baba Baskar,
V. J. Shekar, Costume
Designer: Rajesh
Kamarsu, Makeup: 1.
Srinivasa Raju, VFX:
Narendra Kumar
Logisa, Sound: Sachin
Sudhakaran, Hari
Haran, Pro Suresh

Chandra.

ACTOR ABDOOL LEE, WHO PLAYS A ROLE CALLED KANNAN IN MOTHA RAATHIRI,
DRAWS INSPIRATION FOR HIS NAME FROM TWO LEGENDARY NAMES — STAN LEE
AND SPIKE LEE — WHICH ALSO INSPIRED HIS CHOICE OF “LEE” IN HIS NAME

Chennai, 22 August
2026: His journey into
acting received a major
boost through YouTube
sketch videos, which
gave him an oppor
tunity to showcase his
comic timing and

performance skills.

He counts
legendary comedians
Goundamani and
Baliah among his
inspirations. He
admires how they
could make audiences
laugh while also

convincingly portray

ing negative shades
within comedy

characters.

A Velammal
alumnus with a B.E,,
Abdool Lee has acted
in around 35plus films

so far.

Actor Soori after
watching Modharathri
mentioned , “You
remind me of my
mama,” a compliment
that remains special to

him.

His recent credits
include GDN, Katta
Kusthi 2, and the web

series Heart Beat and

Local times.

For Motha Raathiri,

Abdool Lee expresses

his heartfelt gratitude

to the Mythri Movies
producers and director
Raja Karuppusamy for
the opportunity and
confidence placed in

him.

He also extends
special thanks to hero
Rishi Kanth, whose
support and encourage
ment made the experi

ence particularly

memorable because of

their 13+ years friend

ship

With Motha
Raathiri, Abdool Lee
hopes to take his
journey forward by
exploring characters
that blend comedy,
characterisation and

shades of negativity

and much more.




