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VIJAY-SHIVAKUMAR SHARE VIEWS DURING MEET
SOUTHERN STATES CONCLAVE CONCLUDES ON
CORDIAL NOTE AMID WATER-SHARING DIFFERENCES

WATER MUST UNITE US, NOT DIVIDE US: KARNATAKA CM

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Chief Minister C
Joshep Vijay greeted
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah with a
bouquet at the start of
the southern States
conference on Thurs
day, but it was his seat
ing next to Karnataka
Chief Minister D.K.
Shiva kumar that drew
considerable attention,
given the recent
friction between Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka
over waterrelated

1ssues.

Vijay and Shiva
kumar were seated side
by side during the
conference and
remained comfortable
and at ease through the
proceedings, with both
leaders listening to the
presentations and

interacting normally.

The seating

arrangement attracted
attention as the two
States have been at
odds over several
interState water issues,
particularly the sharing
and management of
Cauvery waters and the
proposed Mekedatu
project. The relaxed

demeanour of the two

Chief Ministers stood

out against the
backdrop of the recent
disagreements, as the
conference focused on
cooperation among
southern States and
development related

1ssues.

At the beginning of
the meeting, Vijay
welcomed Amit Shah
with a bouquet. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu
Naidu, Kerala Chief
Minister Satheesan,
Telangana Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka,
Puducherry Governor
K. Kailashnathan and
senior officials from
the southern States and
Union Territories were
also present.'Water
not

must unite us,

divide us'.

Speaking at the
conference, Shiva
kumar called for a shift

from river-water

disputes to greater

cooperation among

States.

“Water must unite
us, not divide us,” he
said, stressing the need
to move from river-
water sharing to river-

water cooperation.

“Rivers do not
recognise political
boundaries,” Shiva
kumar said, adding that
Karnataka respected
the rights of other
States. He said
Karnataka's legitimate
share of water should

also berespected.

“We have not come
here to make com
plaints. We have come
as partners in India's
development. All we
seek is fairness,” he
said, listing equality,
transparency and
cooperation as the
principles guiding

Karnataka.

Mekedatu project

Referring to the
proposed Mekedatu
dam, Shivakumar said
the project was
important not only for
Karnataka but also for

Tamil Nadu.

“Help us so that we
can help you,” he said,
adding that every drop
of water should benefit
farmers in Tamil Nadu

and Puducherry.

The conference
brought together
representatives of
southern States and
Union Territories to
discuss issues of

common interest and

regio nal dev elopment.

The presence of
Vijay and Shivakumar
seated together, and
their relaxed inter
action throughout the
meeting, provided a
notable visual contrast
to the recent political
and water sharing
differences between

the two States.

PRIME MINISTER PAYS HOMAGE TO FORMER
PRIME MINISTER SHRI RAJIV GANDHI

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday paid tribute
to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi
on his birth anniver
sary, remembering the
Congress leader who
served as India's prime

minister from 1984 to

1989.

In a post on social
media platform X,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said,

“On his birth anniver

sary today, my tributes
to former Prime
Minister Shri Rajiv
Gandhi Ji.” Born on
August 20, 1944, Rajiv
Gandhi became India's
youngest prime
minister at the age of
40 after the assassi
nation of his mother
and then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
in October 1984. He
subsequently led the
Congress and the
country until the party's
defeat in the 1989 Lok

Sabha elections.

Rajiv Gandhi's
tenure was marked by a
strong emphasis on
modernisation and the
use of technology. His
government pushed
computerisation and
the expansion of
telecommunications,
besides introducing
initiatives in areas such
as education and
Panchayati Raj. His
government also

lowered the voting age

from?21to18.

After the Congress
lost power in 1989,
Rajiv Gandhi became
the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha. He was
assassinated on May
21, 1991, in a bomb
blast at Sriperumbudur
in Tamil Nadu while
campaigning for the

Lok Sabha elections.

SHIVAKUMAR SEEKS 25-YEAR
FREEZE ON LS SEATS

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Karnataka Chief
Minister D.K. Shiva
kumar today urged the
Southern Zonal
Council to pass a
resolution seeking to
retain the Lok Sabha's
existing 543 seats for
the next 25 years and
use the 1971 Census as
the basis for delimi

tation.

Addressing the 31st
meeting of the
Southern Zonal
Council, Shivakumar
said southern states
should not be penalised
for successfully imple

menting population-

control measures.

He argued that the
South's economic
contribution and
population stabili
sation must be matched

by adequate political

representation.

“We welcome the
assurance that no
southern state will lose

seats.

But representation

is not only about

numbers. It is about
weight, and about
voice,” Shivakumar

said. He called for the
1971 population basis
to be respected during
the delimitation
exercise and urged the
participating Chief
Ministers to support a
common stand on
protecting the political
representation of

southern states.

Shivakumarals
olinkeddelimitation
with the implementa
tion of women's reser
vation. He said women
should not have to wait

for a fresh population

count or delimitation
exercise to secure their
representation. He
proposed that the
existing strength of 543
Lok Sabha seats be
frozen for 25 years,
with women's reserva
tion accommodated
within the existing
number of seats. He
urged the Southern
Zonal Council to adopt

a resolution to this

effect.

The Karnataka
Chief Minister said
protecting the political
voice of southern states
was important for main
taining fairness in
India's federal struc
ture. He also stressed
that equitable political
representation should
go hand in hand with
fair distribution of
resources. Shiva

kumar also raised the

Mekedatu project and
the Cauvery water-
sharing issue. He said
the proposed
Mekedatu project was
important not only for

Karnataka but also for

Tamil Nadu.

Referring to his
interaction with
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandra
babu Naidu before the
meeting, Shivakumar
said Naidu had empha
sised the need to
resolve the Cauvery
water dispute between
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu. Shivakumar
main tained that water
from the Mekedatu
project would benefit
farmers in Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry as
well, and appealed for
coope ration in
resolving the long-

standing water dispute.

VICE-PRESIDENT C. P. RADHAKRISHNAN ADDRESSES IAS

OFFICER TAINEES OF 2024 BATCH AT LBSNAA MUSSOORIE

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Vice-President
Shri C. P. Radha
krishnan today addres
sed the Valedictory
Programme of Phase-II
training of the IAS
Officer Trainees of the
2024 batch at the Lal
Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration (LBS

NAA), Mussoorie.

Congratulating the
Officer Trainees on the
successful completion
of their training, the
Vice-President said
that civil services have
made immense contri
butions to the country’s
development and
remain a vital link
between policy and its
implementation at the

grassroots level.

Referring to the
journey towards Viksit

Bharat @ 2047, Shri C.

P. Radhakrishnan
urged the officers to
ensure that develop
ment reaches the last
mile and is inclusive.
He called upon them to
make “Sevabhav and
Kartavyabodh” their

guiding mantra.

Emphasising
teamwork, the Vice-
President urged the
young officers to strive
for team excellence
rather than individual
or group excellence.
He stressed the
importance of building
cohesive teams,
motivating colleagues
and carrying forward
good practices esta
blished by their

predecessors.

Highlighting the
increasing represen
tation of women in
civil services, ShriC. P.

Radhakrishnan noted

that around 41 per cent

of the 2024 batch are

women. He described
this progress as a
powerful testament to
Nari Shakti, where
talent rises above
stereotypes and deter
mination overcomes

obstacles.

Stressing that
character and integrity
are the foundations of
public service, Shri C.
P. Radhakrishnan said
that true leadership is
not measured by power
or position, but by the
ability to act ethically
in difficult

cven

situations.

Concluding his

address, the Vice-
President urged the
officers to make their
service meaningful by
transforming lives in
the remotest corners of
the country and
ensuring that every
grievance is heard and
every citizen 1is

empowered.

Governor of Uttara
khand, Liecutenant
General (Retd.) Gurmit
Singh; Minister of
Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare and Soldier
Welfare, Government
of Uttarakhand, Shri
Ganesh Joshi; Director,
LBSNAA, Dr. B.
Rajender were present

during the occasion.
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WHILE TAMIL NADU FIGHTS DELHI OVER NEET, ONE FREE COACHING
CENTRE IN MAGUDANCHAVADI HAS ALREADY CLOSED THE GAP

Chennai, 21 August
2026: NEET remains
one of the most
contested exams in
Tamil Nadu politics.
The state Assembly
passed a unanimous
resolution this month
urging the Centre to
abolish it, after
President Droupadi
Murmu withheld
assent to the state's own
NEET exemption bill;
the government's
Justice A.K. Rajan
Committee has found
the exam favours
affluent, English-
medium, urban candi
dates over government
school and Tamil-
medium students,

exactly the students it

disadvantages most.

While that legal and
political fight
continues in Delhi and
the courts, one free
coaching centre in a
small village has
already been closing

that same gap, student

by student.

At around 8.45 pm
on 13 August, as NEET
counselling wound
down outside the
Omandurar Govern
ment Estate Hospital
campus, Mrs. Gayathri
Ananthakrishnan sat
alone in her car taking
in what a year of work
had delivered: six
students from her free
coaching centre, all
from small Tamil Nadu
villages, had secured
MBBS admission.
“That night was a
validation of a year of
commitment, perseve
rance, near give-up
moments, shared
struggles and shared
dreams,” she said.
“From our homes in
our villages, to the
classrooms in Magu
danchavadi, to the
corridors of medical

colleges one

incredible journey.”

The Shanmuga

nathan Kanagavalli

Charitable Trust's
which Mrs.
Gayathri heads,
started in 2024 by M/s

centre,

was

Ganga Hospitals
Coimbatore, the year
her own son sat the
exam, serves students
from villages including
Siluvampalayam,
Goundaneri and

Vellandhivalasu.

Teaching was
tailored to each
student, Tamil medium
or English medium,
with weekly tests and
Wednesday review
meetings. One Tamil-
medium student
summed up her own
struggle simply:
“Question purinja
thaanae, answer solla

mudiyum, madam” —

only once I understand

the question can I
answer it. “It was a
struggle, not an exam
on equal footing,” Mrs
Gayathri said. “What
made the difference
was the shared dream
between student,

parent and teacher.”

Mrs Gayathri
thanked Ganga
Hospital, Coimbatore,
for its CSR support,
along with consultants
Mr Sathish and Mr
Rajesh, faculty
members Mr Senthil,
Mr Sakthivel and Mr
Thilagam, coordinator
Mr Arun Thangaraj and

typist Ms Suganya.

“I'm sure these
children will pay it
forward,” she said,
“and soon what started
as a ripple will be a

wave.”

THE BEST FOLDABLE FOR EVERY LIFESTYLE:
GALAXY Z FOLD8 AND GALAXY Z FOLD8 ULTRA

Coimbatore, 21
August 2026:
Samsung’s latest
innovations, the
Galaxy Z Fold8 and
Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra,
redefine what it means
to be the best foldable
by oftering two distinct
form factors tailored to
different lifestyles.
Whether you’re
immersed in enter
tainment, multitasking,
or content creation,
these devices provide
the perfect blend of
design and func
tionality to meet your

needs.

The Galaxy Z Fold8
stands out as the best
foldable for immersive
discovery and content
experience. Its
redesigned proportions
ensure a compact
profile when closed,

while unfolding

reveals a wider canvas

that enhances how
content is experienced.
The 4:3 main display
offers an immersive
viewing experience for
movies, gaming, and
social media, while
rotating the device to a
3:4 orientation makes it
ideal for reading and
browsing. At just 201
grams, it’s Samsung’s
lightest Galaxy Z Fold
yet, combining
portability with a
4,800mAh battery that
supports up to 26 hours
of'video playback. This
makes it the best
foldable for users who
want a seamless and
to

natural way

consume content.

On the other hand,
the Galaxy Z Fold8
Ultra
foldable for powerful

1s the best

productivity and
creation. As the first

Ultra model in

Samsung’s Galaxy Z
series, it features an
expansive 8-inch
display that provides a
large workspace for
multitasking and
creative work. Despite
its size, it remains
remarkably slim at just
4.1mm when unfolded
and weighs only 215
grams. The advanced
camera

including a 200MP

system,

main camera, extends
its capabilities for
creators who want to
capture, edit, and share
from one device. This
it the best

makes

foldable for profes

SAMSUNG
The all=naw
Galoxy Z Foldg Uitra | Folds
Caaloxy Al

sionals and creators
who need a powerful

mobile workspace.

Together, the
Galaxy Z Fold8 and
Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra
represent two different
interpretations of what
it means to be the best
foldable. The Galaxy
Z Folds8 is designed for
discovery, offering an
immersive way to
experience content,
while the Galaxy Z
Fold8 Ultra is built for
maximum productivity
and creation, deliver
ing the power of an
Ultra experience in a

foldable form.

PRHUB STRENGTHENS LEADERSHIP TO FUEL
TRANSFORMATION & NEXT PHASE OF GROWTH

Bangalore, 21
2026:
PRHUB, one of India’s

August

leading independent,
full-services PR and
integrated communi
cations firms has made
a slew of senior hires
and internal promo
tions for a stronger
leadership structure

that supports its next

phase of growth.

PRHUB 1is
consciously evolving
into a professional
leadership-driven
organization where
senior leaders indepen
dently drive client
relationships, strategic
counsel, integrated
campaigns and busi
ness growth across

practices and geo

graphies.

Harini Prabhu, who
was running her own
social & digital
marketing firm in
Hyderabad joins as
Vice President -
Account Management,

Marcom & Digital.

Krishnaprasad
Balakrishnan (KP), ex-
Ogilvy & Dentsu India,
joins as Executive

Creative Director.

Beerendra Jha joins
as Market Lead -

Chennai.

Khurram Aslam
joins as Market Lead -
Hyderabad.

Emilee Kashyap
has been elevated as

Chiefof Staff.

Raji (Rajam) Sarath
is Associate Vice
President — Account
Management, Content

& Personal Branding.

Sonam Motreja is
Associate Vice
President - Influencer
marketing, associate
support & media

buying.

Commenting on the
hiring and promotions,
Xavier Prabhu, Foun
der & CEO, PRHUB,
said, “Clients today
need integrated
thinking that delivers
outcomes aligned to
their business, brand
ing and marketing
priorities. They need
lean partners equipped
with the right blend of
specialists, which is
what the hiring of
Harini and Krishna
Prasad is about. Raji

has been helming the

fast-growing personal
branding practice
while Emilee has been
quietly playing a
strategic role in build
ing the right organi
zational framework
and Sonam has built a
profitable revenue
stream out of the areas
she’s been leading.
Their promotion is our
way of recognizing
their contribution and
impending key role in
PRHUB’s transfor
mation. Beerendra and
Khurram’s joining in
Chennai and Hydera
bad means we have
senior leaders in 5 of
India’s largest market
ing, branding and PR
markets.  There are
more senior hires,
partner ships and
strategic announce
ments in the offing as
we ready PRHUB for
transformation &
exponential growth.

Wish all of them well in

theirroles.”

The company
recently undertook a
one of its’ kind
structured leadership
assessment and capabi
lity-mapping exercise
led by an independent
senior professional in
the space, aimed at
aligning individual
strengths with the
evolving needs of the
business and creating a
more empowered
leadership ecosystem
within the organiza
tion. Based on the
independent profes
sional’s report, a
through revamp of the
organizational struc
ture and roles was
carried out. The revised
organizational struc
ture and senior leader
ship depth across will
catalyze its expansion
into newer specialized
offerings and inte
grated communication

solutions.

AWS BRINGS OPENAI GPT-5.6 TERRA AND
LUNA MODELS TO AMAZON BEDROCK IN INDIA

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Amazon Web
Services (AWS) has
announced the general
availability of Open
Al’s GPT-5.6 Terra and
GPT-5.6 Luna models
on Amazon Bedrock in
India with in-country
inferencing. The
launch enables organi
zations across financial
healthcare,

services,

public sector, startups

and other industries to

OpenAl’s

access

advanced models
locally, while leverag
ing AWS security,
governance and opera

tional controls.

GPT-5.6 Terra is
designed as a balanced,
general-purpose model
for everyday enterprise
workloads, while GPT-
5.6 Luna is optimized
for high-volume and
latency-sensitive tasks
with greater cost

efficiency. Through

Amazon Bedrock,
organizations can use
these models for
software development,
data analysis, customer
applications, document
processing and auto
mated business work
flows through a unified
API.

Nitin Bawankule,
Head of Enterprise
Sales, India, OpenAl,
said, “What we're

seeing in India is a shift

Love your job
but don’t love your company,
because you may not know
when your company

stops loving you.

from Al as experimen
tation to Al as opera
ting leverage. For
many organizations in
India, especially in
regulated sectors, local
inferencing 1s a key
part of adopting Al
with confidence.
Making our models
available through
Amazon Bedrock
gives more organiza
tions a practical way to
bring that capability

into production.”
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TECH-LED MANUFACTURING PLATFORM ZETWERK FILES  AXIS BANK'S ‘CONSUMER PROTECTION AWARENESS

UDRHP TO RAISE RS 2,600 CRORE VIA FRESH ISSUE

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Zetwerk, a
technology-led, asset-
light manufacturing
platform for industrial
and consumer goods in
India and globally, has
filed its Updated Draft
Red Herring Pros
pectus (UDRHP) with
the Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (SEBI).

The company
aggregates manufac
turing capacity across a
network of third-party
suppliers and its own
facilities into a "uni
versal factory," unified
through Zetwerk OS,
its proprietary techno
logy backbone. Its
customers span
utilities, renewables,
consumer electronics,
artificial intelligence
infrastructure, aero
space, space &
defence, oil & gas and

industrial automation.

Zetwerk operates

two reportable busi

ness segments: the
Manufacturing Busi
ness, which enables
customers to manu
facture industrial and
consumer products
through its supplier
network and own
facilities; and the
Ecosystem Business,
branded Terra9l,
which aggregates and
sources industrial
commodities for
A third

Civil Infra

customers.
segment,
structure Works, was
discontinued in FY26
as part of a strategic
realignment to focus on

the core segments.

The proposed initial
public offering
comprises a fresh issue
of Equity Shares of
face value of X1 each
aggregating up to
32,600 Crores and an
offer for sale of up to
96,837,455 equity
shares of face value X1
each by the selling

shareholders.

Zetwerk plans to
use the net proceeds
mainly to pay down
debt —%1,250 Crores at
the company and X550
Crores across
subsidiaries — with the
balance towards
inorganic growth
through unidentified
acquisitions, and
general corporate

purposes.

The company's
promoters are Amrit
Pratik Acharya and
Srinath Ramakkrush
nan, both IIT Madras
alumni. The company,
in operation for around
8 years, connects 26
owned manufacturing
facilities across India,
USA, Germany and
Spain and a network of
6,979 third-party
suppliers in multiple
countries into a unified
manufacturing

network.

The hybrid manu
facturing model it

follows allows it to

benefit from the scal
ability of a distributed
network, with capacity
accessed through third-
party manufacturers
without a correspond
ing increase in invested
capital together with
the control of selective
own capacity for
complex, high-value

manufacturing.

As of March 31,
2026, Zetwerk's Manu
facturing platform had
a diverse customer
base ranging from
start-ups to large
industrial companies,
including 8 of Sensex,
16 of Nifty 50, and 102
of India's Fortune 500
companies. Some of
its custo mers include
Siemens Gamesa, Acer
India, NextPower, CG
Power, NTPC Rene
wable Energy, L&T
MHI Power Boiler,
DRDO, NALCO,
IOCL, Mortenson, No
rdex Acciona, Indian

Air Force and Numali

garh Refinery Limited.

INTERIO SCALES TECHNOLOGY-LED FURNITURE SHOPPING AS
ITS E-COMMERCE BUSINESS GROWS 14X IN THREE YEARS

Mumbai, 21 August
2026:
Godrej,

Interio by
a leading
furniture brand from
the Godrej Enterprises
Group, is transforming
furniture shopping
experience by combin
ing personalisation,
digital engagement and
physical retail at scale.
Its digital engagement
tools have contributed
to 6% improvement in
conversion rates, as the
brand integrates Al-
powered recommenda
tions, 3D visualisation,
room planning and
configurable furniture

solutions across the

customer journey.
Interio's e-
commerce business has

grown 14x over the last
three years and now

contributes 15% to its

furniture business. The
brand has also
expanded its delivery
and installation
network from 1,200 to
20,000+ pincodes,
while enabling 24-hour
delivery and installa
tion across state

capitals.

Post rebranding,
Interio has moved from
a traditional product-
led retail approach
towards an experience-
led model that connects
physical stores, digital
platforms and design
consultations. The
technology-led
approach has been
implemented across
137 stores using digital
engagement tools

situated in 20 cities.

Dr. Dev Narayan

Senior Vice

Sarkar,

President and Head of
Consumer Business,
Interio said, “Furniture
purchase 1is increa
singly becoming a
decision about how
people want to use and
experience their home
space. The way Indians
live and buy furniture
is changing as urbani
sation expands beyond
the larger metros and
households adapt to
new spaces and evolv
ing needs. Consumers
are looking for furni

ture that works within

their homes, serves
multiple purposes and
can adapt as their
requirements change.
This is driving us to
move beyond a product
-led approach towards
more personalised and

technology-enabled

experiences.

With digital visuali
sation, design consulta
tion and configurable
furniture, Interio is
helping customers
make decisions based
on their space, life
style and changing

requirements.”

CAMPAIGN’ TAKES SAFE BANKING TO THE LAST MILE

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Axis Bank, one
of the largest private
sector banks in India,
recently concluded its
nationwide Consumer
Protection Awareness
Campaign under the
theme “Nazar Fraud
Par, Sabr Khud Par”,
reinforcing its commit
ment to making
banking safer for
customers across India.
The campaign aimed to
educate and empower
customers to stay
vigilant against
evolving fraud risks,
while promoting
responsible banking
practices through
sustained awareness
and outreach initia
tives. This directly
aligns with the Reserve
Bank of India's focus
on strengthening
customer awareness

and preventive

education.

The campaign
extended beyond
traditional banking
touchpoints, covering
401 cities and towns

across 23 states, with

over 1,400 activations
that engaged over
69000 individuals
through awareness and
customer education
initiatives. From major
city centres such as
Mumbai, Delhi,
Kolkata and Chennai to
rural heartlands includ
ing Agar, Sambalpur,
Ayodhya and Chinami
ram, the campaign
sparked conversations,
encouraged vigilance
and empowered
individuals to become

the first line of defence

against financial fraud.

In South India, the
campaign achieved
significant scale with
250+ activities, driving
more than 20,000
engagements, across
key states like Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,

Tamil Nadu,
taka,

Karna
and Kerala,
including citities like
Vijayawada, Visakha
patnam, Bhimavaram,

Kakinada,
Nellore, Hyderabad,

Guntur,

Bengaluru, Chennai,
Kochi and Trivandrum.

The Bank partnered

with institutions such

as Income Tax Depart
ment, AP Sheep &
Goat Federation,
municipal bodies,
collector offices,
SRKR Engineering
College, Swarnandra
College of Engineering
& Technology and
Care Hospitals, along
with RBI-led aware
ness sessions in Trivan
drum and planned
activities with Tamil
Nadu Police in
Chennai.

A key highlight of
the campaign was Axis
Bank’s collaboration
with the Andhra
Pradesh State Govern
ment and Police
Department to educate
citizens on safe digital
banking practices. The
campaign poster was
launched by Andhra
Pradesh Home
Minister Smt. Vangala

pudi Anitha and

Director General of
Police Shri Harish
Kumar Gupta, IPS,
followed by regional
launches led by district

officials and public

authorities.
Commenting on the

initiative, Anoop

Manohar, Chief

Marketing Officer,
Axis Bank, said, "At
Axis Bank, consumer
protection is central to
our dil se open promise
of building trust in
everyday banking.
Through this cam
paign, we are taking
fraud awareness
beyond advisories into
real, on-ground conver
sations across commu
nities. As banking
becomes more digital,
our focus 1is on
ensuring customers are
informed, prepared,
and better protected in
their day-to-day
banking.”

Al HELPS INDIA’S SMBS REACH NEW AUDIENCES
AND ACCELERATE GROWTH, FINDS AMAZON ADS STUDY

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Amazon Ads has
unveiled findings from
a new study highlight
ing how artificial
intelligence (Al)
transforming advertis
ing for small and
medium businesses
(SMBs) in India. The
study reveals that Al-
powered advertising
tools are helping SMBs
overcome traditional
barriers such as cost,
complexity and limited

resources.

Nearly nine in ten
(87%) SMBs say Al-
powered tools have
enabled them to access
advertising channels,
audiences or formats
that previously seemed
out of reach. Mean

while, 75% say Al-

enabled advertising has
supported business
growth, while 68% say
it has enhanced their

creativity.

Streaming TV is
emerging as an
increasingly accessible
channel for SMBs.
Among businesses
interested in TV or
streaming TV advertis
ing, 62% believe it can
help reach new audi
ences, while 59% sce
its potential to streng
then brand awareness.
Al is also helping
businesses explore
international markets,
with 56% of respon
dents who previously
considered cross-
border campaigns

inaccessible now

finding them more

Al is levelling the advertising playing field
for Indian small businesses

b sk ey bom & bak g e LM o roar
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accessible.

The study further
highlights AI’s role in
creative development,
with 88% of SMBs
likely to use Al to
create advertising
assets and 85% likely
to use it for streaming
Addi
tionally, 65% say Al

advertisements.

enables faster optimi
sation and 62% say it
helps identify custo

mers more quickly.

Human judgement

continues to remain

central, with business
owners being the most
common final decision
-makers at 40%.
Looking ahead, 92% of
Indian SMBs believe
Al will be important to
their future competi

tiveness.

“Al-powered tools
are opening new
opportunities for
SMBs while enabling
them to retain control
over important
decisions,” said Kapil
Sharma, Director —

Amazon Ads India.
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STRICTLY ULTRA-INTERNATIONAL: 'DISCO' DROPS OFFICIAL FIRST CTR-JK TYRE FMSCI INDIAN NATIONAL CAR RACING CHAMPIONSHIP
LOOK IN A SLICK MASS LOOK! RELEASING ON NOVEMBER 6..!!

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Director Ullas
Chemban is following
up the critical acclaim
of Anchakkallakokkan
with his next venture,
The

official first-look

titled Disco.

poster has been
unveiled, revealing an
ultra-stylish, inter
national makeover for

its ensemble cast.

Scripted by actor-
writer Chemban Vinod
Jose, the film marks
Chemban Vinod's
screenwriting reunion
with actor Antony
Varghese (Pepe) follow
ing their hit collabora
tion on Angamaly
Diaries. Disco is
jointly produced by
Chembosky Motion
led by
Chemban Vinod Jose
and Phars Films led by

Ahmed Golchin.

Pictures

Alongside Antony
Varghese, the movie
boasts a star-studded
ensemble featuring
Dev Mohan, Lukman
Avaran, Arjun
Ashokan, Chemban
Vinod Jose, Sagar
Surya, Vishnu Unni
krishnan, Femina
George, Kalyani Anil,
Meera Vasudevan,
Gayatri Suresh, Senthil
Krishna, Manikandan
Achari, Appani Sarath,
Sinoj Varghese, and

Vineeth Thattil.

While Anchak
kallakokkan gained
attention for its raw,
localized filmmaking
style, Disco promises a
completely slick, high-
budget aesthetic. The
striking first-look
poster features the lead
actors suited up in
black attire holding
guns, evoking the style

of a classic Hollywood
action thriller, with
Femina George as the
sole exception. The
inclusion of a gun
motif within the title
logo further hints at a
high-octane, action-
packed gun-fight

entertainer.

The film's key
technical crew includes
director Ullas
Chemban,

Chemban Vinod Jose,

writer

cinematographer
Armo, music director
Manikandan Ayyappa,
editor Rohit V.S.
Variyath, production
designer Gokul Das,

action choreographer

Kalai

Kingson,
costume designer
Melwy J, makeup artist
Ronex Xavier, colorist
Ashwath Swami
nathan, sound desig
ners and mixers R.
Kannadasan and
Kannan Ganpat,
producers Chemban
Vinod Jose and Ahmed
Golchin, executive
producer Sreejith
Balan, production
controller Pranav
Mohan, chief associate
director Maneesh
Bhargavan, VFX team
Ident Labs, distributor
Icon Cinemas, visual
promotional team

SnakePlant LLP, and
PRO Hains.

GLENEAGLES HOSPITAL CHENNAI SUCCESSFULLY TREATS TWO
RARE FOOD-PIPE DISORDERS THROUGH ADVANCED ENDOSCOPY

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Glenecagles
Hospital Chennai, a
part of the Fortis
Healthcare Network,
has successfully
treated two elderly
patients with rare and
complex swallowing
disorders through
advanced endoscopic
procedures, including a
D-POEM for an
Epiphrenic Diverti
culum, which the
hospital says is the first
such procedure perfor
med by a doctor in

Tamil Nadu.

In a significant case,
a 73-year-old woman
from Jayankondam,
Ariyalur District, who
had struggled to
swallow food and
liquids for nearly three
years, was successfully
treated for Achalasia
complicated by a large
Epiphrenic Diverti
culum using Diverti
cular Peroral Endo

scopic Myotomy (D-

POEM). According to
Gleneagles Hospital
Chennai, Dr. B. Maha
devan is the first doctor
in Tamil Nadu to
perform D-POEM for
an Epiphrenic

Diverticulum.

The patient’s condi
tion had worsened
considerably over the
preceding two months,
with difficulty
tolerating even liquids,
frequent vomiting and

significant weight loss.

Investigations
confirmed Achalasia
with a large Epiphrenic
Diverticulum, making
the case particularly
complex. She also had
multiple medical
conditions, including
diabetes, hypertension,
hypothyroidism,
chronic kidney disease

and a previous cardiac

stent.

On March 30, 2026,
Dr. B. Mahadevan and
his team performed D-

POEM, an advanced

endoscopic procedure

performed entirely
through the mouth. The
technique enabled the
team to address the
abnormal muscular
tightness as well as the
diverticulum without
an external surgical
incision.

The patient
recovered well follow
ing the procedure and
was discharged after
three days. At her one-
month follow-up, she
reported marked impro
vement in swallowing.
Repeat investigations
showed near-normal
swallowing function,
while endoscopy confir
med a healthy, well-
healed oesophagus
with no ongoing

swallowing disorder.

or LonFRITERCE

A second complex
case treated through

advanced endoscopy

In another case, a
75-year-old man from
Belgium, who has been
living in India, had
lived with Zenker’s
Diverticulum for
nearly 10 years and
was successfully
treated using Z-POEM
with modified Septo

tomy.

For years, he had
experienced regurgita
tion of undigested
food, coughing and a
persistent gurgling
sensation in his throat,
with symptoms
becoming increasingly
disruptive to his sleep
and eating. He had also
lost 5 kg over the

preceding six months.

2026 UNVEILED. ONE NATION, ONE CHAMPIONSHIP

Chennai, 21 August
2026: The CTR-JK
Tyre FMSCI Indian
National Car Racing
Championship 2026
was officially unveiled
today, bringing
together leading
figures from Indian
motorsport, govern
ment representatives,
championship teams
and members of the
media ahead of the
upcoming champion

ship season.

The event was
graced by Thiru. A
Srinath, Minister of
Fisheries & Fisherman
Welfare,
of Tamil Nadu, as the
Chief Guest. Also

Government

present were Mr. Akbar
Ebrahim, Member, FIA
World Motor Sports
Council, and President,
FIA International
Karting Commission;
Mr. Arindam Ghosh,
President, Federation
of Motor Sports Clubs
of India (FMSCI); Dr.
Shwetha Sundeep

Anand, Director,

Chennai Turbo Riders
(CTR); Mr Srinivasu
Allaphan, Director-
Sales & Marketing, JK
Tyre & Industries
Limited, FMSCI
Councillors, champion
ship teams and other

distinguished guests.

The curtain raiser
offered a preview of the
upcoming CTR-JK
Tyre FMSCI Indian
National Car Racing
Championship 2026,
outlining the vision for
the season while
reaffirming the shared
commitment of
Chennai Turbo Riders
(CTR) and JK Tyre
towards strengthening
India’s premier circuit
racing championship
and advancing the
country’s motorsport

ecosystem.

Since its inception

in 1997, Indian
National Car Racing
Championship has
grown into India’s
premier circuit racing
championship and one

of the country’s most
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significant platforms
for developing
motorsport talent, with
JK Tyre playing a
defining role in its
growth and evolution
over nearly three
decades. The champion
ship has continually
evolved through the
introduction of new
racing categories,
improved race
machinery and inter
nationally aligned
competition formats,
while remaining a
launchpad for several
of India’s leading
drivers, including
Narain Karthikeyan,
Karun Chandhok,
Armaan Ebrahim,
Aditya Patel and Kush
Maini.

Chennai Turbo

Riders (CTR) has

EDEE

emerged as an active
contributor to Indian
motorsport through its
involvement in premier
racing properties,
including the Indian
Racing League and the
Formula 4 Indian
Championship.
Together with JK Tyre,
it aims to further
strengthen India’s
premier circuit racing
championship and
support the growth of
emerging racing talent.
The CTR-JK Tyre
FMSCI Indian
National Car Racing
Championship 2026
will build on this rich
legacy, bringing
together the country’s
leading drivers, teams
and manufacturers for
another exciting season

of top-class circuit

racing.

BUILT ON TRUST: SYNCOM FORMULATIONS
REPORTS STRONG Q1 GROWTH

Chennai, 21 August
2026: Syncom
Formulations (India)
Limited (BSE: 524470
| NSE: SYNCOMF), a
WHO-GMP and ISO
9001:2015 certified
pharmaceutical
company, reported
strong financial results
for the quarter ended
30 June 2026, with
healthy revenue
growth and significant
improvement in

profitability.

On a consolidated
basis, total income for
Q1 FY2026-27 rose
8% to X133.36 crore,
compared with
%122.94 crore in the
corresponding quarter
last year. Revenue
from operations

increased nearly 7% to

%125.53 crore from

R116.90 crore. Profit
before tax grew 59% to
X32.25 crore from
220.29 crore, while
profit after tax rose
approximately 58% to
X24.85 crore from
%15.75 crore. Earnings
per share improved to

0.26 from<<0.17.

The Board of
Directors has recom
mended a final
dividend of %0.10 per
equity share of X1 face
value for FY2025-26,
subject to share
holders’ approval at the

forthcoming Annual

General Meeting.

Commenting on the
performance, Mr.
Ankit

Bankda, Chairman &

Kedarmal

Whole-time Director,
said, “This quarter

reflects the strength of

the foundation we have
built through quality
manufacturing, an
ethical prescription -
led model and the
trust of the medical

community.

Our focus remains
on responsible,
sustainable growth and
making quality
medicines accessible.”
Syncom operates six
specialised domes tic
divisions supported by
over 1,000 medical
representatives across

India, with a strong

presence in gynaeco

logy, fertility, gastro
enterology, critical
care and veterinary

medicine.

The company
exports to more than 15
countries and holds
registrations with over
10 inter national
regulatory authorities.
Its WHO-GMP-
approved manufac
turing facility in
Pithampur, Madhya
Pradesh, produces
tablets, capsules, liquid
orals, injectables,
ophthalmics and

topical preparations.
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